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THE 


PREFACE. 


E do not pretend here to 
make an Apology for this 


1 Second Volume; but we cannot help 


giving our Reader's Notice, that the 
Incidents, wherewith- it abounds, are 
ſufficiently affecting, and the Deſcrip- 
tions ſufficiently lively, to be read with 
ſome Eagerneſs. I make but few Re- 
flections; every one has his own pe- 
culiar "of ; but I could wiſh others 
would do it in my. Stead, in order to 


reap from thence that Advantage, 
A 3 "i which 


AI er 
4 £ * 
"7 - 1..." =" 


—— e DEE tr AS; fe Rk ROI — Iats ..- 
by Rec — r —— 
— —— * A 4 8 * PR” TORS ROE ey ä 3 
- , th na Fay! 9 p Cs eat CS are c 
* * * * * 3 * 3 = " * N ' . 5 N N - 
* r , 2 1 * : a.” 
” I'S * 
© 4 % 
. 
— 


ee x. 
which all ought to propoſe to them- 


ſelves in reading; which is, to ſtrength- 
en and confirm themſelves in virtuous 


Courſes, When they are virtuous; and 
to extricate themſelves from thoſe Dan- 


gers and Precipices into which they 
have ſuffered themſelves to be hurried, 
by their vicious Inclinations, or Weak- 
nels, 


When the Adventures, related by 
any Author, are read with this Diſpo- 
ſition, they engage our Attention ſo 
much the more, as they come the 
more up to the Rule, laid down for us 
by Hei ace, 


Onne tulit benden, qui miſeuit e 


dulci. | 


1 Moral Diſcourſes are naturally Ng , 


"and attended with a Gravity which in- 


clines one to Melancholy ; one may 


reſemble it to a very good Judge of 
Muſick, 


Muſick, who fings an excellent Tune, 
with the utmoſt Truth and Exactneſs; 
but with a very diſagreeable Voices 
The Author (like an able Doctor, 


who finding it abſolutely neceffary to 
purge his Patient, and that he has an 
inſuperable Averſion to taking any 
Thing of Phyſick, gets the better of 
his Diſtaſte to Medicines, by diſguiſing 
them under an agreeable Appearance 


and Outfide) enlivens, if we may 
make uſe of that Expreſſion, the moſt 
ſerious Part of his Moral Diſcourſes, 


in order to engage his Readers Atten- 
tion, and make thoſe Impreſſions up- 
on them, which he had propoſed to 


himſelf. 


What we have ſaid about the Ear- 


neſtneſs wherewith it is uſual to pe- 


rule any Book of Amuſement, is, to 
induce our Readers not to be like a 
Man, whoſe voracious Appetite makes 


him eat his Nan without chewing 


2 


vii PST FACE. 
it: through which Greedineſs, he 
E- ak enjoys the true Reliſh, nor 

| Delicacy thereof. Conſideration is the 
Palate, which taſtes and digeſts the 
Sentiments which fall in its Way; and 
the longer they remain impreſſed upon 
the Mind, the more Advantage we de- 
rive from thence; it is not enough to 
read what is 2grecable with Pleaſure, 
we ought not to forget what is uſe- 


An Author frequently amongſt his 
Readers, meets with ſome of an ama- 
zing Indolence and Supineneſs, who 
will not give themſelves the Trouble 
of drawing any Inference from an Ad- 
venture; wherefore, he does it for 
them; 48551 is being himſelf tlie Vehi- 
cle, to convey the Reflection into their 
Minds: There it remains, there it 
buds, becauſe it would coſt ſome Pains 
to baniſh it thence. I Have known a 
Lady. as  beautcous as the Day, who 

carried 


j 


I carried her Indolence to fuch a Pitch, 


tat ſhe would ſtop at the moſt affect- 


ing Part of a Book, through her Lazi- 


neſs, which would not ſuffer her to 


turn over the Leaf: She liſped alſo, 
for the ſame Reaſon; it would have 
coſt her too much Trouble to ſpeak 
plain. 4 


We have received ſeveral Letters, 
concerning the Firſt Volume of this 
Work; this Second Volume will ſerve 
as an Anſwer to them all. The Pur- 
port of them is, our Readers are un- 


eaſy about the Fate of Bigand and Ra- 


metzi; and cannot eafily perſuade 
themſelves, that the Remainder of the 
Work, namely, the Third and Fourth 


Parts, included in this Second Volume, 
can poſſibly contain any Incidents fo 


very moving, as thoſe in the Story of 
Rametzi; beſides: which, they cannot 


believe, that it can have any Relation 


to the Life of Bigand ; but that it is a 
: . „ 
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Sort of E piſode, lugged in by the Head 


and Ears, without having any Connec- 
tion with the main Narrative: But it 


is our humble Opinion, that, after hav- K* 
ing read this Volume, they will be con- 
vinced, it was not poſſible to take a- 


way one of the Pillars of this Work, 
without overthrowing the whole Su- 


perſtructure; and that the Story of 


Rametzi is not only very moving, as 


| they are pleaſed to grant; but alſo ne- 


ceſſary, ay, and abſolutely neceflary : 
It is very difficult to paſs a juſt Sen- 


tence upon a whole Performance, with- 
out examining all the ſeveral Parts of 
which it is compoſed; to do other- 


wiſe, would be like judging of the 
Architecture of a Palace by the Stones 
whereof it is to be built; or being po- 


fitive, as to the n er and Temper 


of a Man, only from his Phyſiognomy; 
ſuch a Way of judging muſt frequent- 


ly be doubtful and uncertain. This is 
what we thought neceſfary to premiſe, 


in 
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in relation to our firſt Volume, and we 
hope, together with the Peruſal of this, 
will be a full Anſwer to all that has 
I been alledged about it; we ſhall not, 
therefore, detain our Readers any lon- 
ger in the Porch, but refer them to the 
Parts following, which will enable 
chem to judge for themſelves, 
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Monſ. BIG AND. 
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C HA Y. I 


Bigand | a 7 Rametzi, who makes bim a noble 
| Preſent, and goes to the Embaſſador's. A lively 
| Deſcription o n He fallt in Love 
with a young Maiden, whom be meets in the An- 
ti-Chamber. He gets acquainted with her. The 

Story of the Chevalier de Rocfer, as told by the 
Embaſjador. The dangerous Taſk, enj ined Bi- 
gand by bis Excellency. 


8 ATT ERs being thus adjuſted, our 
Converſation ended, by the Preſent of 

a Purſe of a Hundred Louis d'Or, 

which Rametzi, in a Manner forced 

upon me; though indeed, I did not 

make many Ceremonies about i it ; after which, 


we went out of Doors; and as ſoon as we were 
You. II. 2 got 
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: got to the Head of the little Street, before - men- 


tioned, where Rametzi's Houſe ſtood, we parted 


from each other, and took different Ways ; my 
new Acquaintance, according to Cuſtom, mut- 


tering all the while to himſelf, juſt in the ſame 
Manner as when J firſt met him. 


me at the Embaſſador's, and having ſhifted my 
Dreſs, went to that of Saint Onge ; but he was 
already gone to his Excellency, and was then lock- 
ed up with him in his Cloſet. I reſolved, there- 


fore, to wait in the Anti-Chamber for his Excel- 


lency's Appearance, with Intent to give him an 
Account of che Affair he had given me in Charge, 


and of the Adventure of the old Bandy-legged 


Spy, but not to ſay a Word about Rametzz. 

In Effect, it was upon him | founded my chief 
Hopes of advancing my Fortune ; the Hundred 
Louis d' Ors, which ſeemed a Kind of Earneſt 
thereof, appeared to me a much more ſolid Baſis 
whereon to build my Expectations, than all that 
had been promiſed me beſides; and whatever 
Love I had for the new Buſineſs J had undertaken 


(whether the Dependance annexed thereto leſſen- 


ed the Charms thereof, or whether I then thought 
my ſelf fit for ſomething better) I began to look 
upon it with a different Eye; the Purſe of Gold, 
no doubt, occaſioned this Fickleneſs in my Senti- 
ments; and my Deſires roſe higher, in Propor- 
tion as my Pockets were better lined, This was 


no more than the natural Conſequence of the 


continual Variation of our Thoughts: We are ne- 
ver ſatisfied in this Life; no ſooner are we poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Thing we coveted, than we im- 
mediately aſpire after ſomething elſe more con- 


1 walked 


I haſtened directly to the Apartment aſſigned | 
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X tention. Twenty di 
XZ the Apartment, with a diſtracted and thoughtful 
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l I walked up and down the Anti-Chamber, full 
of theſe Reflections, and waiting for the Embaſ- 


ſador's Appearance, as was before obſerved, till 


they were interrupted by the Arrival of divers 
other Perſons who, 7 Turns, attracted my At- 
erent Figures moved about 


Air: One was preparing a ſet Speech, which, 
undoubtedly, he forgot the Moment he ſaw the 
Perſon appear for whom it was deſigned; ac- 


cordingly, one might obſerve him, with his Eye 


fixed, and a Geſture ſuitable to his Thoughts, 
either ſetting forth his Right, or diſguiſing and- 
varniſhing over his Baſeneſs. 5 

A Second hurried up and down the Apartment, 
with as much Eagerneſs as if he was going a 
Journey that required the utmoſt Diſpatch: Se- 
veral others ſurrounded a Footman, . whom they 
were endeavouring to prepoſſeſs in their Favour, 
by the Recital of their reſpective Stories; imagi- 


ning it an infallible Means to make their Affairs 
take a happy Turn; mean while, one might ſee 


the in:olent Varlet, with contracted Brows, and 
a haughty Air, anſwering them by Monoſyllables, 
and deciding every Thing magiſterially ;- though, 
to ſay the Truth, his whole Credit depended upon 
his Livery, or, at moſt, upon his being able to 
introduce them a- little ſooner than ordinary to his 
Maſter. e | 

A Secretary, loaded with Papers, appears; 
the Crowd open and make Way; does he ſtop a 
Moment to ſpeak with ſome priviledged Perſon, 
or ſome ho had been recommended to him, a 
reſpectful Ring is formed around him; divers 
ſuppliant Eyes ſollicit a Look from him; does a 


gracious Smile appear in his Face, and clear the 


Gloomineſs of his Countenance ; every one ſuits 
ov BF his 
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„ 
his Lock to this rare Alteration, and re- aſſumes 
a ſuppliant Aſpect, as ſoon as the Smile diſap- 
pears. 2 

I took, however, but little Notice of all theſe 
Circumſtances; a more affecting Object engaged 
all my Attention, and fixed my Eyes thereon :. 
This was a young Perſon, of about eighteen 
Years of Age, whole dazzling Beauty, lovely 
Complexion, and graceful Mein, entirely charm- 
ed me, and made me intereſt myſelt in her Be- 
half, This fair Unknown ſeemed to be perfectly | 
_ devoured with the moſt profound Melancholy; 
and I ſympathized with her Sorrow, without be- 
ing acquainted with the Reaſon thereof: This 
Concern ſurprized me the more, as I was not na- 
turally of a compaſſionate Temper. 

In ſhort, this beauteous Maiden attracted all 
the Faculties: of my Soul as powerfully as the 
Loadſtone draws the Steel; I went, therefore, up 
to her, and ſeated myſelt by her : A low Bow, 
which I made her, en paſſant, was returned me 
with a Modeſty which quite won my Heart; I 
was as yet an abſolute Stranger to Love ; but the 
Hour approached wherein I was to become tri- 
butary to the blind Boy. 

Being deſirous of getting acquainted with the 
charming Unknown, I entered into Converſation 
with her about ſeveral indifferent Subjects; and 
the inchanting Sweetneſs of her Voice, the fine 
Turn of her Expreſſions, with her ready Wit, 
and ſome lively Flights that eſcaped her, Hiade 
me imbibe args Dravghts of that me 
Poiſon. | 

I was juſt about to aſk her Late to pay my 
Reſpects to her when the Folding- Doors of the 
Embaſſador's Apartment opened on a ſudden; 


and his Excellency appearing, every one hs 
who 


CEE 
who ſhould be firſt to approach him; I had, 
therefore, only Time enough to deſire her to fa- 
vour me ſo far, as to wait for me, in a public 
Garden adjoining to the Hotel, in caſe we ſhould 
loſe Sight of each other; pretending, as a Rea- 
ſon for my Requeſt, that I had ſomething of 
Moment to ſay to her; and flattered. myſelf 
with the Hopes of being able to ſerve her with 
the Embaſſador, if ſhe had any Buſineſs” with 
him. | ; | 
On my thus ſaying, the Unknown looked at 
me with an Air of Aſtoniſhment ; but had ſoon 
greater Reaſon to be ſurprized, when his Excel- 
lency, having ſingled me out from amongſt the 
Crowd, called to me loud enough to be heard by 
all the Company; come hither, Monſieur £ Abbe, 
walk into my Cabinet, I have a Word or two 
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1 to ſpeak with you. I obeyed immediately, which 
5 prevented my knowing what was the Buſineſs of 
4 my Incognita, a Point which I had then more at 
7 Heart, than all that had befallen me ?rill that 
A Hour. 

I found Saint Onge in the Cabinet, who, no 


ſooner ſaw me, than he cried out; Ha] Mon- 
ſieur L Abbe, whence come you? What has hap- 
pened to you? How chanced it you did not lie at 
Home? Monſieur D-— has already enquired 
after you twice, and was {urprized, as well as I, 
at your Abſence. It has not been very long, 
however, anſwered I coldly; and, as you will be 
here, undoubtedly, when his Excellency returns, 
you will then hear what Account I ſhall give him 
of the Reaſon thereof; it would be too long to 

relate to you at preſent. 
Scarce had | uttered theſe Words, when di- 
vers Perſons entered the Cloſet, and were ſoon 
followed by the Embaſſador ; who, after having 
1 diſpatched 


1 „ 
diſpatched them, ſat down in his Faſy-Chair, 


and leaning .with one Elbow upon his Bureau, 


whilſt his Head reclined upon his Hand, looked 
me full in the Face, and aſked me, whether 
I had performed the Taſk he had enjoined 
me. 

I was not in the leaſt eonfoundid ; having be- 
fore premeditated what Anſwer J ſhould make ; 
and, accordingly, gave him an Account what 
Method I had uſed, to come at the Knowledge of 
the Means to which his Excellency had ſo gene- 
rouſly had Recourſe, to ſecure me from the Per- 
ſecution of D*O/#l/y ; confeſſing to him ingenu- 
ouſly, that, upon my having given his Excellen- 
cy ſo juſt a Character of that Wretch, I was ſa- 
tisfied he would have him be taken into Cuſtody : 
Lou judged right, ſaid the Embaſſador; and 1 
am very glad you have diſcovered what Meaſures 
are concerted to procure that Profligate his Li- 
berty ; I will take ſuitable Precautions to render 
all their Schemes abortive. | 
I acquainted his Excellency, next, with the 
odd and unequal Rencounter, between the Ban- 
dy-legged old Fellow, and the vigorous young 
Ca valier z to which he liftened with great Atten- 
tion; aſking me ſeveral Queſtions upon that 
Head. As ſoon as I had related the whole, he 
kept Silence for ſome Minutes, and ſeemed in a 
deep Study; after which, he called to Saint Onge, 
and whiſpered ſomewhat in his Ear (during which 
1 withdrew a little out of Reſpe&) the Secretary 
going out again ſoon after, he made a Sign to me 
o approach him. 

I am very well ſatisfied with your Behaviour 
hitherto, ſaid he; ; continue to be punctual and 
diligent, and you will do your Buſineſs: I am go- 
ing to — * a very dangerous and difficult 


Taſk; 


5 4 
and 
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4 

Taſk; do you find you have Courage enough to 
undertake it? I could have wiſhed, with all my 
Heart, that Monſieur De would have allow. 
ed me ſome Reſpite, before he had given me any 
Orders; the Buſineſs required of me by Rametz;, 
together with the Meeting of my Unknown, 
made me ſenſible my Woments for the future 
would become very precious to me; however, I 
took Comfort, on the Embaſſador's telling me, 


he would grant me any reaſonable Time for per- 


forming the Aﬀair he was about to give me in 
Charge; as alſo the Liberty to behave therein 
in what Manner I pleated, and to lie abroad, if 
I judged it-neceſlary. : 

This Condeſcenſion pleaſed me, and was in- 
finitely agreeable to my Humcur; for the Reſ- 
traint I was under at the Embaſſador's made me 
a little uneaſy ; eſpecially ſince 1 found, Notice 


had been taken of my not having lain at Home. 


That Independance, of which I was entirely fond, 
and for which I ſhould have ſacrificed every 
'Thing, cauſed me to look upon this Obligation, 
of being continually under the Eye of Saint Onge, 

as a Kind of Confinement: Not but that he was 
a very honeſt Man, and treated me with the beſt 
ef Manners ; but no one loves to live with thoſe 
who have a Sort of Authority over him, and know 
him to the Bottom; beſides, I was, in a Man- 
ner, bound to make him my Cenfidant, in Re- 
turn for his having unboſomed himſelf to me; 
and this did not ſuit me, by any Means, in the 
different Situations, wherein I plainly foreſaw I 


ſhould ſoon be; but let us return from whence 1 


have digreſſed. 1 „ 
What! require of you, ſaid the Embaſſador, 
is, to uſe your utmoſt Efforts, to hunt out, and 


ſeize upon, that terrible Kill-Cow whom you 


met 


EE] 

met by Chance; and who has eſcaped one of my 
Emiſſaries, as tar as I can find, merely by his 
own Raſhneſs in not ſuffering any one to aſſiſt 
him: Hearken to me attentively, whilſt 1 ac- 
quaint you with his Story in few Words ; and al- 
ſo give you ſome neceſſary Cautions, in or- 
der to your not miſcarrying i in this Under- 
taking. 

This young Spark, then, goes by the Title 
of the Chevalier de Rocfer; not that this is his 
true Name, for he has leveral; but that is no- 
thing to the Purpoſe at preſent. Formerly he 
frequented all publick Places; as Gaming-Ta- 
bles, Aſſemblies, Play-Houſes, and the like; 
but, ſince he has had Intelligence that there is a 
Deſign to ſeize him, he is upon his Guard, lodg- 

ing ſometimes with one Friend, and ſometimes 
with another, but never having any ſettled Habi- 
tation: In ſhort, he has hitherto eluded the 
Purſuit of all my moſt diligent active Emiſſaries; 
and has treated them ſo ill, that there is not one 
of them, at preſent, who dares venture to follow 
him. 

Whenever he finds himſelf dogged, he pre- 
tends not to take Notice thereof; and, ſoon after, 
turns down ſome blind Alley, or into ſome dark 
Paſſage, where he conceals himſelf, and no ſoon- 
er does the Spy follow him thither, but the Che- 
dalier ruſhes upon him, ſeizes him, and breaks 
both his Legs with an lron, coloured over like 
a Cane, which he always carries in his Hand, in 
order to diſable him, as he ſays, from follow ing 
and watching him for the future: Accordingly, 
he has already lamed ſeveral of them; and that 
very Bandy-Legs, whom you mentioned, was 
made a Cripple by the Chevalier de Roc - ah 
What I have now told you, continued the 

balladors 
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baſſador, is not to terrify you, but that you may 
be upon your Guard, and never follow him, into 
*any blind Alley, or Paſſage: whilſt you are in 
the open Streets, you are ſafe. | 
I found by this Diſcourſe, I had no great 
Cauſe to be ſurprized at my meeting ſo many 
broken legged Cripples; in Effect, the Reaſon 
was very plain; and I am ſatisfied every one will 
be of my Mind ; but to return from whence we 
have digreſſet. 

lt is neceſſary, however, reſumed the Em- 
baſſador, that I ſhould enter yet ſomewhat farther 
into Particulars, in order to put you upon a 
right Scent for the Diſcovery of Monſ. de Rocfer. 
He has lately taken it in his Head to pretend Love 
to the Daughter of a Preſident, named Mademoi- 
felle de M——, who lives in the Street de C 3 
her Family were about to marry her very advan- 
tageouſly, when this new Lover entered the Liſts, 
and gave them to underſtand, he would never ſuf- 
fer any other, than himſelf, to be Poſſeſſor of 
that young Lady. But her Father ſent him 
away with the Contempt he deſerved; and 
reſolved not to be bullied out of the intended 

Match. | 
 Rocfer being informed thereof, as alſo that the 
Marriage was to be celebrated within three Days, 
went to the intended Son-in-Law, who was a 
Maſter of Requeſts, and forbid his going on any 
farther with his deſigned Nuptials. The pri- 
vileged Lover, too brave to obey ſuch. an arro- 
gant InjunQtion, made a Jet thereof, and laugh- 
4 ed at it; whereupon Rocfer ſent him a Chal- 
I lenge, which the Maſter of Requeſts accept- 
dead; but the Duel ended with the Loſs of his 


Enraged 


Life. 
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Enraged hereat, the young Lady's Fathers 
who is one of my Relations, came to me, and. 
begged me to exert my Authority and Credit to 
deliver him from ſo dangerous a Man as Monſ. 
de Rocfer ; | promiſed him it ſhould be done; 
and obtained all the neceſſary Powers, for laying 
Hold on the Spark, and ſatisfying the Preſident, 
in what he deſired of me; from that Time, my 
Emiſſaries have been alter him.; but he has been 
ſo much upon his Guard, that he has hitherto 
eſcaped the Puniſhment he deſerves. 

Mean while, another Lover appears,. and 
makes - of Marriage, to Mademoiſelle 
de M No ſooner does the Chevalier de 
Recfer hear thereof, but he goes to his Rival, 
who is a Colonel of a Regiment, privately ; and 
lays the ſame Command on him, as on the Maſ- 
ter of Requeſts. The Colonel deſpiſes it; Roc. 

gives him a Challenge; the other accepts it, 
and is killed: A freſh Search is thereſore made 
after the Chevalier; but to as little Purpoſe, as 
before. 
A third Competitor enters the Lifts, who, be- 
ing acquainted with the. two former Adventures, 
which were in the Mouths of the whole Town 
declared publickly, he would wait for the Che- 
valier de Rocfer, without ſtirring ; that Draws 
canſir did not ſuffer him to languiſh-long in Ex- 
peQation of him; he met him, and killed bim 
upon the Spot. 

1 Mademwifelle de rn who ne- 
ver before could bear to hear the Name of Rocfer, 
beginning to reflect upon the Greatneſs of his 
Paſſion, which made him hazard his Life ſo fre- 
quently, and with ſo little Concern, that he 
might not be deprived of the Hopes of enjoying 
her, oy « deſirous of OY: him upon this 

Head. 
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Head. There is no Kind of Deſire indifferent in 
the Heart of a young Perſon; Rocfer is handſome 
and well made; this Interview charmed Made- 


moiſelle de M ; and Rocfer gained ſuch 
an abſolute Aſcendant over her, that ſhe had the 
Face to declare to the Preſident, her Father, ſne 
would never have any other Huſband than this 

terrible Chevalier. 1 

In ſhort, ſince that Time, two or three advan- 
tageous Matches have been again propoſed ; 
which the young Lady has refuſed, on Pretence 
of the foregoing Misfortunes ; alledging alſo 
that ſhe ſhould look upon herſelf as acceſſary, in 
ſome Meaſure, to their Deaths, and conſequently 
guilty of Murder, ſhould ſhe conſent to accept of 
any of them. Neither the Preſident her Father, 
nor her Admirers have been able to make any Ob- 
jed ion to theſe reaſonable Remonſtrances ; how- 
ever, the former having diſcovered that his 
Daughter carries on a Correſpondence, under- 
hand, with the Chevalier de Rocfer ; and, having 
been informed that this enterprizing Lover de- 
ſigns to carry her off by Force, has applied to 
me afreſh, and deſired my Counſel and Aſſiſtance 
in this Emergency. D | 

The firſt Expedient propoſed was to confine the 
young Lady in a Nunnery ; but afterwards the 
Preſident, being afraid ſhe would give Notice 
thereof to Rocfer, and conſequently would not be 
ſafe, even there, thought it would be better to 
take Charge of her himſelf; and to keep her un- 
der Lock and Key, *till ſome End can be put to 
this troubleſome Affair, which I have very much 
at Heart. 

Accordingly I had concerted Meaſures as well 
as poſſible, to have had him ſeized; and they 
could not have failed, but through the 3 
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dence of the preſuming Fool who undertook it ; 
and who has paid dearly for his Raſhneſs, in not 
ſuffering any one to aſſiſt him, as you beheld yours - 
ſelf. I believe you, Bigand, to have more Diſcre- 
tion; and, as you already know your Man, and 
have feen of what he is capable, I intruſt the ſe- 
curing him to you; if you ſucceed therein, I will 
take Care of your Fortune. | 
Hereupon I told the Embaſſador, IT would leave 
no Stone unturned, to accompliſh his Deſire, and 
| hoped he would have no Reaſon to complain of 
my Want of Vigilance, or Remiſſneſs, in the Ex- 
ecution of this Affair. His Excellency ſeemed 
highly pleaſed thereat ; and gave me in Writing, 
the Preſident's Name, with Directions where he 
lived, and an Order to Saint Onge to ſupply me 
with whatever might be neceſſary for the Proſe- 
cution of this Adventure; which done, he diſ- 
miſſed me. | << 

As ſoon as I was got out of our Hotel, I hurri- 
ed away with the utmoſt Impatience to the pub- 
lick. Garden where I had appointed the Unknown 
to wait for me; and the Moment I entered there- 
in, ſaw my Charmer ſitting upon one of the 
Benches, with another Woman who had accom- 
Panied her to the Embaſſador; whereupon, [ 
haſtened up to her with an Emotion which ſuffi- 
ciently foretold me, that, inſtead of that Indiffe- 
rence and Inſenſibility which ?till that Hour had 
reigned in my Heart, I was then going to ex- 
peiency all the Violence of the moſt ardent 
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Bigand accoſts the fair Unknown. The Oecaſion 
of ber Sorrow, What Courſe be takes to re- 
move it. A Quarrel that had like to have 

enſued thereon. Prevented by Bigand. His 
terrible Diſappointment and Fright, 


PP OW fearfulis a Man, when he firſt begins 


1 to be in Love! I accoſted the Unknown, 
with the greateſt Perplexity imaginable; and it 
was not without ſonie Difficulty, I renewed the 
Converſation broken off by the Coming of the 
Embaſſador : At laſt, I began by aſking her, if 
ſhe had Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Audi- 
ence granted her by his Excellency. It is impoſ- 
fible, ſaid ſhe, to be more graciouſly received than 
I was by Monſ. de— „ but, alas! continued 


ſhe (and was not able to refrain her Tears). to my 


ſad Misfortune, my Viſit has been to no Purpoſe. 


O Heavens! cried I, greatly affected at the 
Condition wherein I ſaw this beauteous Maiden, 


is there no Way to be found to aſſiſt you in your 


Affair? Is the Caſe ſo deſperate, that it is abſo- 
lutely paſt all Remedy: How happy ſhould [ 
think myſelf, if J could by any Means contribute- 
thereto! In ſhort, Madam, purſued I, your 
Tears touch me to the Quick; and I would give 
any Thing in the World to deliver you from that 


Sorrow with which I ſee you devoured. Nothing 


can be more generous, replied this young Beauty, 
but I begin to be ſenſible there is no Help for mi- 


Vor. Il C Sure, 


* 
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Sure, continued ſhe, the pearly Drops ſtream- 


ing all the while down her lovely Cheeks, I am 
the. moſt unfortunate Perſon in the Univerſe ! 
Mes, I am undone for ever; what will my Lady 


Dutcheſs ſay What will become of me! Ah! ” 


Madam, purſued ſhe, turning towards the 


other Woman who fat by her, I have no longer 


any Refuge to fly to but Death. | 
"Theſe moving Expreſſions, with the Tone 


| wherein they were uttered, pierced me to the Bot- 


tom of my Heart. Alas! cried I, with an Air of 


_ Concern, why am not I endued with the Gift of. 


Divination Or, why cannot you repoſe ſome 
Confidence in me? I fancy, were I informed of 
the Caufe of your Affliction, I might bethink me 
of ſome Means to contribute towards your Relief. 


You are of a compaſſionate Temper, Sir, ſaid 


the other Woman, a certain Proof you have been 
well bred; the Sorrow of this young Maiden is 
but too reafonably grounded; and you have treat- 
ed her with too much Civility, and ſeem to be too 
much concerned for her, to have the Cauſe thereof 


made any Secret to you; I will acquaint you with 


It, therefore, myſelf, ſince her Sighs and Tears 
will not ſuffer her to do it; 
the did not bring it upon herſelf. 

Her Story, Sir, may be told in few Words; 
ſhe is of a very good Family, but ſhe is not rich; 
one need not bluſh to acknowledge that, at this 
Time of Day, ſince it begins to grow faſhion- 
able : She lives with the Dutcheſs de » Who. 
does not uſe her ſo much like a Servant, as one 
of her Friends. It is true Lu/irette, that is the 
young Maiden's Name, has deſerved this Diſtinc- 
tion, by Abundance of Diſcretion, and an, un- 


blameable Conduct. 


Unfortu nately 
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Unfortunately for her, however, the other 
Day, a particular Acquaintance of her's, for 
whom ſhe has a great Value, came to viſit her; 
and begged her to uſe her Intereſt tio procure her 
the Loan of ſome Jewels, which might enable her 
to make a handlome Appearance at à Play, 
wherein ſhe was to act the chief Part. Here- 
upon, Luſinette, who is always ready to do any 
one a Kindneſs, overjoyed ſhe had an Opportu- 
© nity to oblige her Friend, promiſed to let her 
3X have a Pair of her Lady's Diamond Ear-Rings; 
and told Her ſhe need only come or fend for them, 
F when they were wanted; provided ſhe would be 
ſure to return them again, as foon as the Play 
was over. | ; 
As it was to laſt but three Hours, Luſmette 
imagined ſhe might venture to do this, without 
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mentioning it to her Mit: the Time being 
4 too ſhort for her Grace to take Notice they were 
miſſing; but ſhe was not aware of the Conle- 
XX quence of ſo important a Loan, The Evening 
before this fatal Play was to be acted, a Gentle- 
man, richly dreſſed, or, at leaſt, one who ap- 
ZZ peared to be ſo by his Garb, defired to ſpeak 
with Luſiuetie, and gained Admittance to her, by 


* pretending himſelf a Couſin of her. Friend's, 
and that he brought a Letter from her. The 
Contents thereof were, that being prodigiouſly 
taken up, on Account of the Play which was to 
be acted that very Night, ſhe hoped Luſinetie 
would excuſe her not coming herſelf, and would 
deliver the Ear-Rings, ſhe had promiſed to lend 
her, to her Relation who was alſo, to perform 
a Part in the ſame Piece. N 
Luſinette, who is incapable of any Thing diſ- 
honeſt herſelf, and was, therefore, not ſuſpicious 
or miſtruſtful of another, very readily fell into the 
E ö C 2 : Snare, 
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Snare, and intruſted him with the Diamonds; 
this, Sir, is the Source of her Misfortune and 
the Cauſe of all her Grief. It appears ſince, 
that this pretended Couſin was a Sharper, who 
\ Having got Intelligence, by ſome Means unknown, 
WK that Luſinette was to lend {ſuch Jewels, as alto the 
It Name of the Perſon who was to have them, took 
Advantage thereof, and by the artful Stratagem 
of forging a Letter, as from this rand, got 
Poſſeſſion of them. 

Next Day, this fatal Myſtery \ was found out, 
by the Coming of Ly/inette's Acquaintance to de- 
fire the Ear-Rings : The poor harmleſs Maiden 

imagined, at firſt, her Friend had only a Mind to 
banter her, and make herſelf merry at her Unea- 
ſineſs ; wherefore, ſhe was as willing as could be 
to humour the Jeſt ; but, judge her Sorrow and 
Deſpair, when this Acquaintance ſeriouſſy af- 
firmed, ſhe knew not what ſhe meant by this 
Story of a Couſin ;' and proved undeniably. ſhe 
. had never ſent any Letter, or Meſſenger, upon 
5 ſuch an Errand; a Flood of Tears was the Con- 
ſequence of this mournful Diſcovery, and put an. 
End to all farther Converſation. 

As it was neceſſary, however, to have Re- 
courſe to ſome other Remedy, Luſinette, having 
ſome Knowledge of the Embaſſador, where we 
met you, by his viſiting ber firſt Miſtreſs, and 
being informed he employed feveral Emiſlaries to 
dive into the moſt ſecret Tranſactions, imagined 
the ſame Perſons might be able to get Intelli- 
gence of the loſt Ear-Rings: Accordingly, ſhe 

applied to his Excellency, to beg his Aſſiſtance 
in this Extremity. Monſ. de readily 
promiſed to do all that lay in his Power; but told 
her, it would require ſome Days to make this 
et z wherefore, he could not give her a 

in * n 
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E 


ſatisfactory Anſwer, one Way or other, ?till FREY : 
and appointed this Morning as the Time for r 


coming again. This brought her thither when 
ou met us; his Excellency informed her, thaugh 


all poſſible Means have been uſed, no News can 


be heard of the Jewels, which, in all Probability, 
will never be found again; and this it is that has 
given the . Stroke to Luſinette's Mis ſor- 


tunes. 


I leave you now to judge, Sir, continued this 
Woman, whether the poor Maiden has not ſuf- 
ficient Cauſe to give Way to Sorrow. In Effect, 
what Courſe can ſhe take to diſcover this Diſaſter 
to her Miſtreſs? Has ſhe not all the Reaſon in 
the World to fear. ſhe will not take the Loſs of 
her Jewels as a Jeſt ; but will accufe her of hav- 
ing invented this Story, with Deſign to convert 
them to her own Uſe. What think you now, 


Monſ. L'Abbe, can any Remedy be found for fo 


cruel a Miichance ? . 

Tt is a perplexing Caſe, indeed, an an- 
ſwered I, after ſtudying ſome Moments, and con- 
ſidering within myſelf what could be done for her 


Relief; but, in ſhort, fair Mourner, continued 


J, turning towards Luſinette, a Means may be 
found to retrieve all. Good Heavens! Which 
Way, cried ſhe, briſkly,. and looked at me with 
the fineſt Eyes in the World? Follow me, ſaid I, 


getting up; but firſt tell me, whether the Value 


of theſe Ear-Rings is conſiderable. Alas! an- 
ſwered Luſmette, it is but too conſiderable ; - I 
know it full well, finceI ſaw the Money paid for 
them: In ſhort, each Ear-Ring coſt Fifty Lauis 
d' Ors; you may now judge, whether the Loss 18 

not irreparable. 
Theſe Words made me take Heart ; Thad re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice my all, as I could have done 
G'S my 
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my Life, if it would have been of any Service, 
for this fair afflicted one; when a Man is really 
in Love, he thinks nothing too much to oblige 
the Objea of his AﬀeCtions ; but I was appre- 
henfive it would not be in my Power to retrieve 


her Loſs, though I ſhould yield to the generous 


Sentiments with which my Paſſion had intpired 
me. Her laſt Words, however, as was obſerved 
before, diſpelling my Fears, Come, Madam, 


purſued I, gently ſqueezing her by the Hand, a 
as hought has juſt ſtarted into my Head, which 


makes me hope to extricate you from the Trou- 


ble into which this falſe Step has plunged you. 
I There is but one Thing gives me any Uneaſi- 
. neſs, continued I; which is to know whether you 


can perfectly remember the Shape of the loſt 
Ear-Rings, and the Size of the Diamonds. Re- 
member them |! cried ſhe, I who have ſhewn them 
'a hundred Times to my Acquaintance „and have 


had them almoſt as often in my Ears? Ah! I 


ſhould know them again amongt a Thouſand 


Pair So much the better, reſumed I, calling a 
| Hack as ſoon as we were out of the Garden, you 


may then take Comfort before-hand ; I hope ere 


two Hours are paſt you will not. have any Cauſe 
to be ſorrowful. 


Having thus ſaid, not a little to the Surprize 
of my two new Acquaintance, I deſired them to 
get into the Coach; and, after having ſeated them 
therein, whiſpered the Coachman, and ordered 


him to drive me to the moſt noted Jeweller's in 
the Town. He named three or four, and I, that 
1 wight not appear a Stranger in ſuch Affairs to 
the Fellow (for we are all ſubje& to Vanity) 
pitched upon him whoſe Name ſounded moſt 
agreeably in ox bo DAS. 0 
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As I was about to get into the Hack myſelf, I 
found the Women diſputing with tome Emotion; 


but, as ſoon as they ſaw me, they were as mute 
as poſſible ; however, fair Liſinette appeared vi- 
ſibly in uch Confuſion, that 1 could not forbear 
aſking her, with ſome Uneaſineſs, the Reaſon of 
the Alteration which was evident in her Counte- 
nance. Alas! Sir, anſwered my beauteous Char- 
mer, I beg you would excuſe my Timorouſneſs; 
but I never was before in a Coach with any Man, 
and they ſay they are ſo dangerous in this Town; 
beſides, what has already happened to me gives 
me good Caule to be diſtruſtful: And—Dipel 
your Fears, lovely Innocence, ſaid I, putting on 
the moſt ingenuous and undeſigning Look, I 
poſſibly could; you ſhall find in a little while 
that, notwithſtanding there are a great Number 
of Knaves and Sharpers, one may ſometimes meet 
with Men of Probity and Honour, 

I am unfortunate enough, continued I, not to 
have the moſt engaging Appearance. - Here 
I was interrupted by the old Woman, who, whe- 
ther, I would or not, was reſolved to ſtand up in 
the Defence of my Appearance; I put on a mo- 
deit Air, and ſeemed deſirous of evading her Com- 
mendations ; however, ſhe perſiſted therein, and, 
with ſome other Diſcourſe to the ſame Purpoſ& 
we arrived at the Jeweller's Door, where we 
alighted. | 

A Man of a very good AſpeQ immediately ap- 
peared, who conducted us into a handſome A- 
Ppartment/ where his Wife received us with 
Abundayce of Civility and Reſpect. The firſt 


_ Compliments being over, I deſired him to let us 
fee ſoine of his fineſt Diamond Ear-rings ; he 


aſſuged me, we ſhould ſoon be ſatisfied; for he 
would ſhew us ſuch a Number, that we ſhould 
| ER have 
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Kave falcient Choice, and he would defy all Pa- 
F175 to produce the like. 

In Effect, he was not long before he kept his 
Word; and covered a whole Table with an ama- 
Zing Variety of the fineſt and moſt valuable Jew- 
els; upon which, the amiable Luſinette, who had 
not the leaſt Notion of what I meant hereby, 
aſked me very . innocently, whether. we were at 
the Repoſitory of all the Diamonds that were ſto- 
len. I anſwered her, with a Smile (perceiving 
the Jeweller gave her an ugly Look) it was not 
uſual to keep a Ware-houſe of ſtolen Goods; 
but, that' I had brought her thither, that ſhe 
might ſee whether amongſt the vaſt Number of 
Ear-Rings that lay before her, there might not 
be a Pair exactly reſembling thoſe out of which 
ſne had been tricked. ; 

On my ſaying this, the Man, who knew not 
what to make of Luſinette's Queſtion, underſtood, 
at half a Word, what J intended, or, at leaſt, 
had ſome Suſpicion thereof; for I obſerved him 
tip the Wink to his Wife, and fancied his Arch- 
Malice meant to ſay; A pretty Contrivance! 
This fly Spark of an Abbot has a Mind to play 
the Gallant to this handſome Girl, and he is no 
Fool to lay hold on her by the Ears. T durſt ven- 

Kure a Wager, I was not miſtaken, unleſs 1 it be in 

+ the Identity of the Words. 
In the mean while, the precious ierelanier 

| bajo all diſplayed with the uſual Precaution, and 
ſeveral Pair of Ear-Rings preſented to Luſinetie 
for her Approbation, ſhe turned away her Head at 
each of them, and cried mournfully, no, theſe 
are none of them: At laſt, ſhe ſtopt at one Pair 
which ſhe viewed with the utmoſt Attention, the | 
= turned them about, held them at a Diſtance, 
= chen! ow them nearer, Fs at length, having 
= | ob ſerved 


\ 


— 


„„ 
obſerved ſome Mark whereby ſhe fancied ſhe 


knew them again, her Countenance cleared up, 


and ſhe cried out, with a joytul Air, here they 
are; good Heavens | how fortunate am I ! how 
much am I obliged to you, Monſ. L' Abbe ! I 
have at laſt found her Grace's Ear-Rings, which 
coſt me ſo many Tears! Yes, my dear Friend, 
purſued ſhe, ſhewing them to the old Woman, 
do but ſee them, they are the very ſame. 

The Jeweller, not underſtanding one Word of 
this Riddle, could not hear his Property in thoſe 
Jewels called in Queſtion, and aſcribed to ano- 


ther, without ſome Impatience; in vain did I 


make Signs to him, he had no Manner of Com- 
plaiſance : What do you mean by that, Madam, 


ſaid he angrily, and laying his Hand upon the 


Jewels? Theſe Ear-Rings belong only to me; 
nor ſhall they, unleſs I have my own Price for 
them. I ſhall not enter into any Diſputes upon 
that Head, anſwered Lu/inette, briſkly, all I ſhall 
ſay is, that theſe Ear-Rings were ſtolen, not from 
me, but from the Dutcheſs de , to whom 
] have the Honour to belong. Very fine! cried 
the Jeweller's Wife roughly, and ſnatching 
away the Ear-Rings from her Huſband, an ad- 
mirable pretty Story, indeed! Come, Madam, if 
all your Buſineſs here was to tell us thele idle 
Tales, you may begone from whence you 
came. | 
As I plainly perceived, by the Impatience 
which appeared viſibly in Luſinette's Face, that 
the Dialogue was about to grow warm, I took 
the Jeweller and his Wife aſide, and told them 
the whole Story; adding, that I intended to make 
amends for the Loſs, by purchaſing thoſe Ear- 
Rings, and ſubſtituting them in the Room of 
| | . | | thoſe 


8 


appeared. Ah 


and the uſual Stile of Tradeſmen. 


farther Diſputes, by the Offer of Fifteen Hun- 
dred Livres down upon the Nail; 


would not take that, 1 wauld try elſewhere, 


| 1 1 

thoſe ſtolen, provided they would let me have 
them at a reaſonable Price: I ſaid farther, to co- 
lour over my concerning myſelf ſo much for that 


beauteous Maiden, that I was her Relation, and 


my Circumſtances were ſufficiently affluent to 
enable me to retreive her Misfortune, without 
any great Damage to myſelt. 


In Proportion as I untolded the Myſtery, their 


Looks became more and more ierene ; and that 


gloomy and cloudy Air which Luſmette's Words 


had imprinted on their Faces vaniſhed, and diſ- 
ſaid the Jeweller's Wite, as 
ſoon as I had done ſpeaking, what you now tell 


us, Sir, alters the Cafe entirely; Good Heavens | 
I forgive the beautequs Maiden ber Miſtake with 


all my Heart; we muſt make ſome Allowances 
for ſuch Diſaſters, and put ourſelves ir the Lo- 


ſer's Place; I hope, however, it will not be dif- 


Acult to 8 her Mistortune: Come, 


Dear, continued ſhe, turning towyrds her Huf. 
band, we muſt do what lies in _ our Power, and 
-make Things as eaſy as we can; in Conſideration 


of what Monſi ieur L'Abbe has told us; his Man- 


ner of ſympathizing with his Kinſwoman in her 
Loſs demands ſome Regard; all Relations are not 


like him. 

The Huſband readily agreed to whatever his 
Spouſe ſaid; and told me, that, to ſhew how 
compaſſionate both he and his Wife were, they 


would let me have the Ear-Rings for Two Thou- 
ſand Livres, and that the Diamonds themfelves 
coſt that Money; with many other ſuch infinua- 


ting Speeches to 'the ſame ho op all Artifice, 
I cut/ſhort all 


adding, if they 
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and, accordingly, I went towards the Door, as if 
I deſigned to be as good as my Word. 
The Huſband and Wife again tipped the Wink 
to each other; which ſeemed as much as to ſay, 
Money is ſcarce, there is Nothing to be done; 
how do we know, after all, whether this Abbot, 
upon mature Conſideration, does not want a Pre- 
& tence to ſlip-his Neck out of the Collar, and be 
excuſed from advancing the Money; let us take 
him therefore at his Word. It is certain, that 
this Wink meant ſome ſuch Thing; for the Wife 
came up to me (and, obſerve it when you will, 
in Trade, as well as in the World, the Women 
always rule the Roaſt) and told me they would for 
once let me have them at that Price; but it was 
on Account of my Greatneſs of Soul, and the Me- 
rit of the AQion, wherein both her Huſband and 
herſelf were willing to ſhare; ſwearing at the 
X ſame Time, with a mental Reſervation to herſelf, 
they loſt Thirty Piſtoles by the Bargain. 

Theſe fair Speeches did not impoſe upon me; 
however, without diſcovering my real Thoughts, 
U received all their Compliments with Civility, 

and went up to Luſinette, who, having been in- 

formed by the Woman who was with her, what 
was in Agitation, was coming to me to make her 
| Acknowledgements for my Good-Will, and ac- 
quaint me with her Sentiments on that Head. I be- 
gin, at laſt, Sir, to know how Matters ſtand, ſaid 

this charming Creature, with a timorous Air; and J 

beg you to excuſe my Rudeneſs, on Account of 

the little Knowledge I have of the World; as 1 

am now apprized of your generous Intention, I 
thank you for it with all my Heart, but I will ne- 
ver ſuffer you to be at ſuch a vaſt Expence for 
we, and 1 would rather chooſe to run all the 
= - Hazards 
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Hazards of ſuch a cruel Adventure, than tb lay 
myſelf under ſo conſiderable an Obligation. 

Luſinette having thus ſaid, made me a Curteſy, 
with a melancholy Air, and was about to take her 
Leave, when the old Woman, who, undoubtedly, 
had ſome Suſpicion of what had paſſed, came up 
to her, and whiſpered her in the Ear. Luſinette 
bluſhed, and appeared greatly diſordered; b t, at 
laſt, it was reſolved that my Good- Will ſhould be = 
accepted. This was intimated to me by the ol 
Woman, who added, by way of Extenuation, 
that I ſeemed to be a Man of ſo much Probity, 
and my Sentiments were fo nice, it would be a 
Pity to chagrin me fo much, as to retuſe my 
Kindneſs. 

My Anſwer was but ſhort ; I made them fit 
down again; the Far-rings appeared a ſecond 
Time, and were carefully ſurveyed a-freſh ; after 
which Luſinette told us, they were ſo exactly a 
like, that her Grace the Dutcheſs de 0 
whom the Fellows to them belonged, would not 

Scarce had ſhe pronounced that Lady's 
Name, when the Jeweller, who was now cool, 
but, being in a Paſſion, had not minded it when it 
was mentioned before, interrupted her, and cried 
he did not at all doubt what ſhe was going to ſay, 
for he was her Grace's Jeweller, and the loſt Ear- 
rings were perfectly like thoſe he was now about 
to ſell her, having been made by the ſame Work- 
man, and from the ſame Pattern. 

The Bargain being ſtruck, the Jeweller and I 
conſulted together what Meaſures to take, in or- 
der to get Intelligence of the Diamonds that had 
been ſtolen; and he readily promiſed to give No- 
tice among ako Trade, and have them advertiſed, 
20 the intent they might be ſtopt, if offered to 

be 


5 


FE 

9 ; 
5 
3 N 
ol 
5 
F , 75 

= > 


*. 
on 
3 
3 


MEET 


1 — — — 
TR 3 2 


. . 7 5 
8 n 


e 
OE SEE 
3 DO , 

wy { 


8 2 8 


e 
4 a4 v Be 2 


3 
8 es 


L246 1 


be ſold ; aſſuring me, likewiſe, that, in Caſe we 


| were ſo fortunate to recover them, he would 
take thoſe again, he was now upon lelling us, at 
® Thirteen Hundred Livres; ſo that I ſhould loſe 
but two Hundred by the Purchaſe. Every Thing 
being thus agreed on, nothing now remained to 
terminate this Adventure ſucceſsfully, but to draw 


my Purſe and pay the Money. | 

O Rametzi, cried I within myſelf, putting my 
Hand into my Pocket, how fortunate was I in 
meeting with thee ! Had it not been tor thee, had 
it not been for thy Hundred Louis d' Org, I ſhould 
not have enjoyed the pleaſing Satisfaction of obli- 
ging in ſo ſenſible a Manner the beauteous Crea- 
ture who is become dearer to me than all the 
World beſides. 

had proceeded farther, perhaps, in theſe ſweet 
RefleQtions, but they were interrupted by a croſs 
Accident, which made me turn pale with Fear; 
not a Farthing of Money could I find. My 
trembling Hands were eagerly employed, and ran 
over all my Pockets in a Moment, I ſearched every 
Corner, turned them inſide out, went haſtily from 
the Place where I ſtood towards the Window, that 
I might feel every where with the more Freedom, 
but all in vain; no Purſe, no Money was to be 
found; I ſtamped again with Impatience and Vex- 
ation; and was diſordered to that Degree, that a 
cold Sweat trickled down my Face: In ſhort, I 
was in the utmoſt Confuſion, when the lovely 
Lufinette and her Companion, being uneaſy at the 


Trouble wherein they perceived me, came up to- 


wards me, but being frightened to ſee me in that 
Condition, they again retired. 2 

At laſt, the Jeweller himſelf aſked the Cauſe 
of my Diſorder; I told it him; he ſhrugged up 
his Shoulders, and, undoubtedly, believed, it alla 
an. EE 2B a 


07 
 Flam. Fortunately for me a Thought came that 
Moment into my Head, which made me ſnatch 
up my Hat in the utmoſt Hurry, and, telling my 
dear Luſinette I had forgot to take Money out with 
me, but was going to fetch it, and begged ſhe _ 
would not be impatient, for I would return in a 
Quarter of an Hour, I ran out of Doors, got in- 
to the Coach, and ordered it to drive to the Em- 
baſſador's as faſt as poſſible. | 


AXLEEELLEXEXEXENERE 
| C HAP. III. | 


Bigand's Deſpair ; which gives place ſoon after 
i 5 1 2. diſguiſes himſelf £40 15 
Conſequences of his Diſguiſe. His Uneaſineſs 
eon Account of his Miſtreſs. He is put in 
A terrible Fright, and not without Reaſon. 


JP? may well be imagined that the Hack. into 
which I got went at a good Pace; in Effect, 
there was Reaſon enough for it; the mortifying 
Diſappointment I had met with, as has been al- 
ready obſerved, before the Object of my Affecti- 
ons, had ſet all my Blood in a Ferment, and I was 
upon a Nettle till I had retrieved my Reputation, 
which I was afraid might ſuffer in her good Opi- 
nion, as well as in the Jeweller's. By great For- 
tune, I remembered my having changed my 
Cloaths at the Embaſſador's; and I did not at all 
Go. ay having left my Money in thoſe I had 
pulled off. ; FI 
As ſoon as I got to his Excellency's, therefore, 
Wl I flew to my Chamber; but, O unparalleled 
3 Re ! _O Sorrow beyond Expreſſion ! None 
bf my Gold's to be found! Not a Pocket, how- 
—_— | ever, 


| 1 

ever, is forgotten, nor a Corner left unſearched. 
l become as cold as a Stone, and am ready to 
drop down without Senſes. Good Heavens! cri- 
ed I out in a Sort of Fury, who has been in my 
X Room? The Key was in my Pocket! I run to 
the Door and examine the Lock, but can find no 
Sign of its having been picked. I return again to 
my Cloaths, and endeavour to perſuade my ſelf 
that I have ſearched them too haſtily; I view 
every Pocket very carefully, there may be Holes: 
in them; I turn them inſide out; a Hundred 
Louis d'Ors are heavy, and may be ſlipt down be- 
tween the Lining. Vain Chimera, no Gold is 
there, Fe | 

Grown perfeQly deſperate at this fatal Con- 
viction, I throw myſelf in a Fury upon the Bed, 
when feeling ſomething hard, that hurt my Head, 
2X Iclapt my Hand thereon. O ſweet Surprize | O 
joy beyond Expreſſion! It is my Purſe of Louis 
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7. I take it up and kiſs it; I talk ic it; 
I laugh, I jump, 1 ſing, I dance = Juft in- 
this Interim Saint Onge happened to paſs by my. 


Chamber; and, being ſurprized at the Noiſe I 
made therein, and curious of knowing the Cauſe 
thereof, he came in, and caught me ſinging, dan- 
cCing, and laughing. | 
Amazed to the laſt Degree at ſuch Extrava- 
= gance, he aſked me if I was diſtracted: As my 
Money was already pocketed, I had the Preſence 
of Mind to tell him | was to act a Part in a Play, 
and had been rehearſing it to myſelf. Oh! if 
# that is the Caſe, ſaid he, I wiſh you Joy of your 
intended Diverſion; I ſhould never have thought 
of any ſuch Thing. Being afraid the charming 
= Lufnette would grow impatient at my Stay, and 
J ſhould not find her at my Return, I would not 
prolong the Converſation; whercfore he went 
| | "> A#- M away 
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away without any farther Diſcourſe, and I haſten-" 


ed to the Coach which was waiting for me at the 


End of the Street. 


I arrived but juſt in the Nick of Time at the 


_ 2 Jeweller's; had 1 ſtayed but a Minute longer, all 


would have been over; Luſinette and the Woman 


. who was with her were coming out very melan- 


choly, but my Appearance changed the Face of 
Affairs. I aſked Abundance of Pardons for hav- 
ing made them wait ſo long; but the Joy they 
were all in, on ſeeing me come again, ſaved me 
the Trouble of making many Excuſes; the Jew- 


eller eſpecially, who found his Account, no 


Doubt, in this Bargain, could hardly contain 
himſelf for Gladneſs: In ſhort, the Ear-Rings 
were ſoon brought out, the Money was paid, and 
we parted the beſt Friends in the World; he 
even made Luſinette a Hundred Compliments, 
and told both her and me that all he had was at 


our Service, 


What a prodigious Effect has Intereſt upon 


Mankind ! But a Moment before he had given 


her and her Companion evident Proofs of his 
Diſſatisfaction, and had ſcarcely ſeen them to the 
Door; now he offers them his Hand; waits on 
them to the Coach; ſees them placed at their 


Eaſe; and is ſo very complaiſant, to have a Chair 


brought out, for fear they ſhould hurt them- 
ſelves, by ſtepping too high, as they get in. 


Such little Civilities coſt nothing, and often induce 
People to return again, or direct their Friends to 
a Place where they have been treated with ſo 
much Complaiſance. | 


As ſoon as we had gone a little Way, I gave 
Luſinette the Ear-Rings which had cauſed us fo 
much Uneaſineſs ; ſhe received them with a love- 
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ly Modeſty, a moſt becoming Bluſh overſpread- 
ing her whole Face. I am as ſenſible as poſſible 
Sir, {aid ſhe, of the Value of the Service you 
have now done me, nor will I forget it as long 
as | live. But I don't expect to be excuſed for 
Thanks alone; I hope it will be one Day in my 
Power to——Pray, let us ſay no more of it, 
Madam, cried l, interrupting her; I ſhould be 
very ſorry you ſhould think yourſelf obliged to me 
in the leaſt ; having thus premiſed, I turned off 
the Diſcourſe to another Subject. 

In the mean while, the old Woman, whom 
the Sight of my Gold had, undoubtedly, prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in my Favour, was perpetually addreſſing 
herſelf to me, and ſeemed to be deſirous of plea- 
ſing me; but, without being able to account for 
it, I found in myſelf a ſurprizing Antipathy to 
her; and, accordingly, all the Anſwers I made 
her were cold and dry. | 

This was not very prudent in a Man who 
was in Love; !u/inette might have ſome Depen- 
dance upon her, or might be wholly governed by 
her Advice; but I did not yet know the World 
well enough to diſguiſe, or conceal, my real 
Sentiments. I am not certain,. whether the old 
Woman took Notice, or not, of my bearing her _ 
no great Good-Will ; but ſhe was pretty even 
with me, and ſeemed ſufficiently ill- humoured all 
the Reſt of the Way. 

I ſet Luſinettè down, at the Gate of the Hotel 
de „as ſhe had deſired me; and as I handed 
her out of the Coach, and we were upon parting, 
ſhe aſked me, if ſhe ſhould not have the Pleafure 
of ſeeing me again; I anſwered her, that I was 
going to aſk Leave fo to do, which ſhe granted 
me, with all the Grace imaginable ; ſhe even 


2 52. 
OOO me in the Far, and deſired me to call 
upon her next Day, towards the Evening ; tel- 
ling me, ſhe had ſomewhat of Importance to ſay 
to me. I replied only by gently ſqueezing her 
Hand, for the old Beldame then came up to us; 
and I imagined Luſinette had ſome Reaſons, to be 
upon her Guard with this Woman; but I little 
ſuſpected they were ſo ſubſtantial as I found them 
afterwards ; and it was not long firſt. 

I diſmiſſed the Coach forthwith, and went 
from thence to a Tavern, where I took Care to 
get me a good Dinner; whilſt I was thus refreſh- 
ing myſelf, I revolved within my Mind what 
Means I ſhould uſe to perform the Service the 


Embaſſador expected from me; it required Cou- 


rage and Reſolution, and that is what I never 
wanted, I was not long, before I bethought me 


| of a Scheme, which ſeemed very likely to be at- 


tended with Succeſs; wherefore, after having 


allowed Nature what was ſufficient for -her Sup- 


'-2hy I went directly to Saint Onge, and deſired *® 
im to ſend for his Taylor, that he might take # 
Meaſure of me for a Suit of Cloaths ; which be- 


ing done, I gave Orders, before him, to have 
them made very rich. 


Surprized thereat, the Secretary aſked me, 
what was my Reaſon for defiring to be ſo fine; 
and what Deſign I was going upon. To ſeize 


that terrible Kill-Cow, ſaid I, of whom you have 


heard ſo much Talk, who has flain ſo many Men, 
and ſtill continues to render himſelf ſo formidable, 


in this very Suit. 


What, cried Saint Onge, greatly amazed, have 
you undertaken that I aſk ! Do you know, there 
is never an Officer who dares now attempt it? 


No Matter, I dare, anſwered I; and, what is 5 


more, I flatter myſelf with the Hopes of ſucceed- 


3 1 1 
ing therein. I wiſh you may with all my Heart, 
| replied the Secretary; but I am very much 
afraid, dear Bigand, that you may be too raſh, 
and may miſcarry in your Enterprize; in ef- 
fe, happy will you be, if you come off with 
only the Mortification of being diſappointed 
therein... | 
I took but little Notice of this prudent Warn- 
ing of the friendly Secretary's, and Saint Onge go- 
ing about his Aﬀairs, I continued giving the ne- 
ceſſary Orders for the rich Diſguiſe 1 had beſpo- 
ken: This done, and the Taylor being withdrawn, 
I quitted my Abbot's Dreſs, and re- aſſumed that 
of a Shoe-Cleaner, after. which I went out in 
Search of Adventures. I muſt confeſs ingenu- 
ouſly my being fond of this Diſguiſe ; a Man na- 
turally has a Liking to that Sort of Life, to 
which he has been moſt accuſtomed ; the Tranſi- 
tion from a Scullion to a Japanner of Shoes was 
no Ways ſurprizing : Beſides, it gave me an Op- 
portunity of going any where, and overhearing 
—_ thing that was ſaid without Danger. 
Jever was any one fo inſatiably deſirous of 
prying into other Folks Concerns, as I was at 
that 'Time; and yet one would have thought [ 
had then had ſufficient Buſineſs of my own upon 
Hands. Lufinette had made herſelf abſolute 
Miſtreſs of my Affections; and, when one never 
has been in Love before, the firſt Impreſſions are 
always very lively: I don't know whether it was 
- Curioſity, a little Jealouſy, or the Pleaſure of 
| ſeeing the Object of my Inclinations, that led me 
to the Hotel where I had ſet her down ; but thither 
1 went, and 1 had not been there long, before I 
had Reaſon to repent it. OE 
Two famous Tatterdemallions of the Fraterni- 
ty of the Shoe-Blackers, who were puffed up 
3 with 
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to cope with fo rugged a Boxer, 


FT 


with Arrogance, by Reaſon of their being in Fa- 
vour-with a Swiſs, with large Muſtachio's, who 8 
ſuffered them to exerciſe their Function at his 


Gate, ſeeing me approach their Poſt, viewed me 3 ; 
from Head to Foot with a ſtern Look, and ob-. 
ſerving that I took my Stand there likewiſe, de- 


in preſuming to appear there, 

I fat quietly down at the End of a Stone Bench, 
without giving them any Anſwer ; but they obli- 
ged me quickly to riſe again, by coming up to 
me, and attempting to drive me away. I was, 


at leaſt, as fond of Miſchief as they could be; 


accordingly Blows enſued, and I defended myſelf 
with ſo much Reſolution. and Addreſs, that all 
who were paſſing by ſtopt to ſee the End of bo 
unequal a Combat. | 
So far were they, however, from being ſo com- 


paſſionate to endeavour to part us, that-all of them 


encouraged me with their Voices, for . Fear the 
Battle ſhould be over too ſoon for their Satisfacti- 
on. By: this Time, the Servants of the Houſe 
being drawn out by the Noiſe in the Street, flock- 
ed about us in Crowds; and even the Maids and 
Waiting- women of the Dutcheſs came to the 


Windows, to partake of this cruel Diverſion. 
_ Amongſt the Reſt, as much employed as 1 was 
by my two Antagoniſts, I had a Glimpſe of my 

dear Luſinette; and, though I ſhould have _ 
very ſorry, had ſhe then known me, it inſpired 


me with as much Courage, as if that had actu- 


ally happened. In fhort, the moſt troubleſome 
of my Adverſaries was laid ſprawling at my Feet: 
after which, the ſecond was ſoon diſpatched, and 


betook himſelf to Flight; not daring any 1 888 
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manded of me inſolently, what was my Deſign 
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The whole Company then gave a great Shout; 
and highly extolled my Skill and Reſolution; the 
Swiſs, amongſt the Reſt, whom IJ had been ſo 


IX fortunate to divert, and who was mightily pleaſed 
with my Vigour, declared, that, ſince I was ſo 


ſtout, he would give me Leave to take my Poſt at 
his Gate. Every one approved of this Sentence 
in my Favour ; and, as a Token, that I was ad- 
mitted, as Operator in Ordinary, to the Family, 
the Swiſs preſented me his Shoes to clean; and 
his Example was followed by all, the Foot- 
men. | 

I could very willingly have been without this. 
Favour ; which, however, I was forced to take 
as ſuch; that I might not cauſe Suſpicion, by 
refuſing to perform the Duties of this honourable 
Poſt. I reſolved, nevertheleſs, firmly, no more 
to expoſe myſelf to ſuch diſagreeable Adventures ; 
for, beſides the Baſeneſs of the Employment, I 
had received two Blows on my Head, which 1 
felt for above a Week afterwards. | 

At laſt, after having ſweated above an Hour, 


by Reaſon of the Honour done me, by theſe 


Knights of the Rainbow, who paſſed many a 
fcurvy Jeſt upon me, whilſt I was exerciſing my 
ſuppoſed Occupation, I laid myſelf down upon 
a Bench, in order to take a little Reſt. I was 
beginning to fall aſleep, when the Rattling of a 
Coach, which arrived at the Hotel, made me ſtart 
out of my Slumber ;- it happened to be the Em- 
baſſador's. N | | 

I got up to ſee him paſs by, flattering myſelf 
with the Hopes he would have known me; which 
would have given me ſome Pleaſure, as I fan- 
cied it would have perſuaded him, that I deſerved. 
his Favour by my Vigilance: To this End, L 
placed myſelf as near as I could, as he was get- 
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lng out of his Coach; and he caſt his Eyes upon 
me; but his Thoughts being employed, un- 
doubtedly on ſomewhat of more Importance, he 
took no Manner of Notice of me. 


In effect, he would, no Doubt, have paſſed 8 1 


by me, without my having the Satisfaction I had 
propoſed to myſelf; but fortunately for me, he 
Jet a Paper fall out of his Hands, and, as I hap- 
pened to catch it up ſo nimbly, that none of his 


Servants could prevent me, he received it from 
me, and looked me ſtedfaſily in the Face. I 


Judged then by his Air, that 2 Patron knew | 


me again, notwithſtanding my Diſguiſe ; how- 
ever, he went on, without ſhewing by any Sign, 


that this Diſcovery had made any Impreſſion upon 
within a Quarter” 


him, His Viſit was but ſhort ; 
of an Hour he came out again ; ; I was then 
| blacking the Shoes of one that was paſſing by, 
and, finding me in his Way, ſet me lo work. 

His Excellency, ſeeing me chus employed, could 
not forbear ſmiling; which fully convinced me, 
T was not miſtaken in my Opinion, that he found 
me out, notwithſtanding my odd Dreſs : Accord- 
ingly, it pleaſed me not a little; for though, ve- 
ry often, we are not over and above punctual in 
the Performance of our Duty, we like mightily 
to have People think otherwiſe. 


An Heir, at the Bed's-Head of a dying Relation, : 


whilſt he is laughing under the hypocritical Cover 
of a Handkerchief, to ſee himſe f on the Point of 
ſucceeding him in his Eſtate, does all that lies in 
his Power, to perſuade the [expiring Wretch, of 
his Sorrow and Concern ; in effect, by the well- 
diſſembled Grief, that is painted in his Counte- 
nance, one would almoſt ſwear, he was r 
give up the Ghoſt himſelf, at the Thoughts of a 
Death he ardently deſires : We ſpend our whole 
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Lives in counterfeiting, and in endeavouring to 
appear quite different from what we really are, 
and to impoſe mutually upon each other; thus 


4 : goes the World. 


Next Evening, IT went again to Lu/mette's, at 
the Time appointed; but was anſwered, ſhe ſaw 
no Body ; which ſurprized me greatly, after what 
had paſſed between us: [| weat however, again, 
for a Week together, handſomely dreſſed, with- 
out being able to get a Sight of her, or know 
what was become of her. Sometimes they an- 
ſwered me, ſhe was not at Home, at other Times, 
that ſhe was buſy and in Trouble. This Beha- 
viour created Suſpicion in me; | reſolved there- 


4 | fore, coſt what it would, to dive to the Bottom 


of it; and, in order thereto, lay in Ambuſh 
Night and Day, about the Hotel; ſo that not a 
Soul, either entered the Gate, or came out, but 
I could have given an exact Account thereof, 

I began, however, at laſt to grow impatient 
at the Fruitleſſneſs of my Labour, and the Time 
I had loſt in vain; in effect, I was one Night, 
about to take my final Reſolution, and give over 
the Undertaking entirely, when I ſaw two Wo- 
men come out of the Gate of the Hotel, juſt as I 
| was going away from thence. My Heart began 

to beat; and 1 was ſeized with a certain Emotion, 
which told me it was Luſinette; nor did it deceive 
me ; ſhe was accompanied by the ſame old Wo- 
man, with whom ſhe was, the firſt Time I ſet 
Eyes on her. | 


Immediately I aſked myſelf, what urgent AF- 
fairs could oblige them to go out at an Hour when 
every one generally was returning Home? I was 
too much concerned therein, not to be deſirous of 
coming at the Knowledge thereof; accordingly 
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J reſolved to dog them with this Intent, and 
'Z followed them with all the Precaution imagi- 
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_— On caſting ' my Eyes upon Puſinette,1 
= obſerved ſhe ſeemed diſputing, - with ſome 
10 4 q SE | i288 
| Earneſtneſs, with the Woman who accom- WM 


panied her; I mended my Pace, therefore, 
haſtened up to them, and walked, ſo ſeemingly 
without Deſign, the ſame Way, that I heard 
every Word which paſſed between them. Good 
Heavens! cried Luſinette, how do I tremble at the 
Step you have made me now take! | am very 
' ſenſible it is quite out of the- Way, and, notwith- 
ih! ſtanding the Aſſurances you have given me, muſt 
= needs own, I am heartily frightened thereat. 
| Very fine, indeed, anſwered the old Woman, 
what Hazard do you run! if you was alone, truly 
= ſomething might be ſaid; but am not] with you ? 
= That is very right, replied Luſinette; and I am 


= pretty well ſatisfied you are too prudent to engage 
= me in any ſuſpicious or falſe Step; but I cannot 
j help thinking a Maiden expoſes herſelf to very 


= -- great Riſques, whenever ſhe ventures to viſit any 
Man; and, therefore, if my Advice might be 
taken, we 
Juſt as ſhe had thus ſaid, a Coach came upon 
them, and broke off the Thread of the Converſa- 
tion; and as the Women, in order to avoid it, 
wn turned into a narrow Paſſage, being incited there- 
= to by the Concern I had in their Diſcourſe, I fol- 
1 lowed them thither alſo, as if 1 had been induced 
to it by the ſame Reaſon, with Intent to overhear 
if poſſible, the Sequel thereof. Chance favoured 
me therein; the Play was juſt done, and there 
was no great Likelihood of the Way's being ſoon 
clear: 1 ſtood up therefore againſt the Wall, the 
e -.  B 
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4 | Paſſage being dark, and poſted my ſelf fo conve- 


niently, that not a Syllable eſcaped me. 
Very well, Madam, cried the old Woman, 
(who, undoubtedly, was oing on with the Diſ- 
courſe, before interrupted by the Arrival of the 
Coach) do juſt what you pleaſe; you are entirely 
our own Miſtreſs, and in all I have now done, as 
i told you before, I have had an Eye only to your 
Intereſt ; Remember what I have already obſerv- 
ed to you, and allo the Condition to which you 
are on the Point of being reduced; indeed you 
raiſe Scruples that are by no Means pardonable ; 
only anſwer me ſincerely, what muſt have become 
of you, if I had not bethought me of this Place of 
Refuge, to which I am about to carry you: 
What 5 8 
L allow all this, reſumed Luſinette, and confeſs 
myſelt a thouſand Times obliged to you ; but how 
do 1 know whether the good Uſage you have aſ- 


ſured me I ſhall meet with from this Marquis will 


be conſiſtent with the Laws of Decency and Vir- 
tue? In effect, does it any ways become a Maid- 
en to live with a ſingle Man ? | 
A fine Story indeed, cried the curſed old Wo- 
man, does not his Age ſecure you from all that 
can be ſaid to your Prejudice? Beſides, Child, in 
this World, one muſt get out of Troubles as well 
as one can; You are upon the Point of being 
turned into the Street, without Relations and 
without Friends; a good Houſe is offered to you, 
all that is required, to keep you therein, is a little 
Complaiſance; what will that coſt you? The 
old Man may die, perhaps, in a Week ; how do 
b -—\ ae but you may find yourſelf named in his 
Come along, then, I ſay, continued the old 
Bedlame, obſerving that Luſinette was in Suſ- 
Vol. II. 2 penſe; 


9 1 


penſe; let us get along if we can; it is better to 
come to a Reſolution at once, and not wait ' till 
the Want to which you would infallibly ſoon be re- 
duced, obliges you to do worſe. Vou are of a good 
Family, it is true, but of what Advantage will that 
be to you, in a ſtrange Country, without a Penny, 


and perſecuted in your own by your deſigning and 
ſelf- intereſted Guardian? You have depended up- 
pon your Abbot, but have not heard a Word from 


him; perhaps he may be dead, or his Money 
may have cauſed him to be murdered; What! 
does that make you cry? Have a good Heart; in 
a Week's Time you will be of another Humour, 
and will hug me for the prudent Counſel I have 
now offered you. | 

Had you been my own Daughter, purſued ſhe, 
J could not have uſed you with more Tenderneſs; 
alas! while that poor Girl was alive, ſhe did not 
give meſo much Trouble to govern her; ſhe was 
75 well brought up, and ſo forward in her Inclina- 


tions, the could have carried on an Intrigue at an 


Age when others don't know what the Word 


2 means. Ah! ſhe was a notable Wench ! ſhe did 
not ſtart ſo many foohſh Objections But let 


us move along, the Coaſt is clear, and I have 


been expected above theſe two Hours. 


See whether I love you or not; I was to have 
ore a young Gentlewoman, my very good 


riend, who has long waited for ſuch an excellent 


Place, to the very Nobleman's where we are go- 


ing; and what I am now going to do for you, 
will, 


perhaps, occaſion a Falling-out between us, 


- which will be to my Loſs; but no Matter, Incli- 


ration has a greater Power over me than Intereſt; 


Having thus ſaid, the old Hag pulled Luſmette 


along 


3 
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along with her, and 1 ſtole out of my Corner, 


with Intent to ſee the Iſſue of this Affair. 

It was no hard Matter for me after this Diſ- 
courſe, to judge how the Caſe ſtood; had it been 
in my Power to have knocked out the Brains of 
the abominable old Witch, I believe I ſhould 
have done it with Pleaſure. However, as it was,. 
I reſolved firmly to make her pay dearly for her 
wicked Deſigns; and the Fury they put me into 
convinced me ſufficiently by Experience, that. 
Love and Jealouſy were inſeparable Compani- 
ons. 

We arrived, ſoon after at the Street de L- | 
where the old Trot knocking at a great Houſe,. 
the Gates were ſoon opened, and ſhe went in with 
Luſinette. I could have wiſhed to have ſlipt in 
with them, under the Cover of the Night, but 
the Gates were ſhut again ſo ſoon after them, that 
had | attempted it, I ſhould ſoon have been pre- 
vented. I contented myſelf, therefore, with ſit- 
ting down on a Stone-Bench that was hard by,. 
where I made a hundred Reflections upon what: 
h ad paſſed. 3 „ 

My Vexation thereat cauſed me to repent a 
thouſand Times my having concerned myſelf ſo 
imprudently, and with ſo much Eagerneis and 


Precipitation, for the Welfare of a Perſon, who, 


according to all Appearance, would ſoon be ſo lit- 
tle worthy of my Care and Compaſſion; my Gold 
ſo ill employed, came then into my Head, and 


made me almoſt ready to hang myſelf for my Fol- 


ly; and I ſwore bitterly that if Luſinette ſuffered 
herſelf to be drawn away, and continued with the 
old Marquis, I would find ſome Way to be re- 
venged on her, for having been her Bubble; but 
what are Gameſter's or Lover's Oaths! they 
| E 2 paſs 


FE 30 3 


paſs away as ſwift as Lightning, and are as ſoon 


1 


forgotten |! , . 
In the mean while, I danced Attendance above 
two Hours, and No- body appeared; let any one 
imagine the cutting Refſections wherewith I was 
tortured during that Interval: Ah! undoubtedly, 
_ cried I, with that Ill-Humour which Impatience 
always cauſes, Luſinette has ſuffered herſelf to be 
overcome! Wretch that I am ! am not I the Oc- 
caſion thereof? Ought not I to have diſcovered 
"myſelf, when my Name was mentioned; and to 
have undeceived her, by vowing, that I would: 
never deſire any Thing of her, that was inconſiſt- 
ent with the ſtricteſt Virtue? A Moment after, 
I condemned my firſt Suſpicions, on calling to 

Mind how much againſt her Will the poor young 


MVM˖liaiden had followed the old Sorcereſs; and from 
ttence I drew Conſequences that were both juſt 


and advantageous. 

My Thoughts were earneſtly employed about 
all theſe Circumſtances, when my farther Reflec- 
tions were interrupted by a very piercing Out- 
cry that was made about thirty Paces from the 
Place where I was fitting; hereupon I caſt 


my Eyes that Way, and ſaw, by the Light of 


the Moon, which was then rifen, two Men 
ſtripping a third, whoſe bitter Shrieks plainly 
ſhewed the Villains were endeavouring to murder 
him. | ps | | 
' © Fortunately for me, I was in the Shade, 
which prevented my being ſeen, and I had no 
Arms, which alone hindered me from running 
to the Aſſiſtance of the unfortunate Wretch ; all 
I could do, therefore, was to knock at the Gate 
of the Houſe, and deſire Help. The Porter 
appeared; and aſked what J wanted; I told 
him what the Miſcreants were about: What 
by Ar A would 


CY > 
would you have me do therein, cried he, with- - 
out being at all moved, and ſhut the Door in 
my Face. Tp 

Being afraid, then, that the Thieves might 
have difcovered me, and would come and 
diſpatch me, after having done the Buſineſs of 
the other, I thundered again a ſecond Time 
at the Gate, in order to beg Shelter in the 
Houſe; but it was in vain; Not knowing, 

therefore, what Courſe to take, at ſo dange- 

' rous a Juncture, I bethought me of hiding 

myſelf under the Stone Bench whereon I ſat, 
hoping the Villains would not come to look for- 
me there. - | 

If ever a Man ſpent a diſagreeable Hour in 
this World, it was myſelf, after my having taken 

this Reſolution; for the Murderers, when they 
had diſpatched the wretched unknown before- 
mentioned, thinking themſelves ſafe in that 
Bye-Street, came to the Bench under which I 
lay, and divided their Spoils thereon. What a 
Dialogue did I then overhear! Good Heavens! I 
ſhudder with Horror, every Time I think 
thereon. It was but ſhort, indeed, but it was. 
ſo very terrifying, that Luſineite might have rome 
out twenty Times, before I ſhould have remem } 
bered what Motives had drawn me thither. . 3h 

As good Fortune would have it, the ſhock- _ 
ing Crime they had fo lately committed, kept 
the Villains in too great an Alarm, for them 
to ſtay long in that Place. The moving of a 
Leaf, or the leaſt Breath of Wind, is a Scare- . 
Crow to ſuch Wretches, whom juſt Ven- 
geance purſues; accordingly thoſe Miſcreants, 
thinking they heard a Noiſe, betook them- 
ſelves to Flight on a ſudden: I began then, 
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to breathe again, and take Heart; bleſſing Hea - 


ven a thouſand Times, for having preſerved me 
from ſo great and imminent a Danger. 

At laſt, the Moment I had ſo long waited for, 
and fo earneſtly defired, arrived; the Gates 


opened, and a Coach came out: I rightly 


judged it was about to carry Luſinette and her 
Companion Home; wherefore I got up behind, 
very ſorry I could not find any Means to con- 
vey myſelf therein. We ſoon arrived at the 
Corner of the Street, where the Hotel of 
the Dutcheſs was ſituated; and the Po 
ſtopping there, Luſinette and the old Hag got 
out, | | 

1 would fain have followed the Object of 


my Affections, in order to over-hear ſome Word 


which might have informed me of what had 
Paſſed; but the curſed old Bedlame, whom I 
then wiſhed at the Bottom of the Sea, turn- 


ing about her Head, and perceiving Somebody 


behind them, made Luſinette mend her Pace. 
J went therefore another Way, finding I could 
not ſatisfy my Deſire; but muſt wait for a more 
favourable Opportunity to have my Doubts clear- 
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What Diſcourſe was overheard in a Tavern; 


and by whom. Likinda ſuſpetted to be ſtill 


alive. 


I Was returning homewards very melancholy, 

and, to add to my Misfortunes, had not had 
any Supper, when paſling through a little Street, 
I jaw ſome Lights in a Tavern, which 1 had 
ſometimes uſed ; I knocked, therefore, at it, with 
Intent to refreſh myſelf ; and, as I had no Com- 


5; 
"+ 


pany with me, and was a very good Cuſtomer, 


and 1 which is ſufficient to procure one 


Reſpect in ſuch Places, they made no Difficulty 


of letting me in, notwithſtanding my mean 


Dreſs. 

The Drawer ſhewed me into a little Room, 
where, notwithſtanding the Uneaſineſs of my Mind, 
I made a very hearty Supper; as much in Love 
as I was, I had an excellent Stomach : I was not 
like thoſe whining Gallants, who live only upon 
Sighs and Tears; in effect, how is it poſſible, 
for a conſumptive Paſſion to make a lively Im- 
preſſion ? I will maintain the contrary ; and hap- 
Py are they, who have the Senſe to be of my 
Opinion. : : 

To return from whence I have digreſſed, I was 
waſhing down the Cares, and Fatigues of the 
Day, in ſome excellent Burgundy ; when I heard 
the Voices of ſome Company pretty near me. I 
liſtened therefore, attentively, according to my 
laudable Cuſtom; and ſoon found the Sound 

| | came 
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came from a Room adjoining to mine, that was 
only parted from it by a thin Wainſcot. 

Hereupon, I drew near to it, and by the Help 
of a Hole, that happened luckily to be bored 
therein, could diſtinguiſh the Perſons who were 
talking together: I found them to be a good jol- 
ly-faced Abbot, and a Man of a genteel Appear- 
ance, whoſe Cloaths were laced with Silver. As 
they both of them ſpoke very ſoftly, there needed 
no more to excite my Curioſity ; happy Diſpo- 
ſition! how much am I indebted to thee! *Tis to 
hee I owe all the Felicity I now enjoy! SEE! 
The myſterious Air with which every Word. 
was accompanied, and the Precautions uſed by 
them every Time they ſpoke, made me eafily 
judge, they were upon ſomewhat of Importance; 
and I was ready to die with Impatience, to come 
5 at the Bottom thereof; it was ſome Time, how- 

1 ever, before I could gain my Ends, by Reaſon 

. of the low Voice wherein they talked; but, at 

laſt, one of them happening to differ in Opinion 

4 from the other, the Perſon, whoſe Sentiments 

'2 were contradicted, raiſed his Voice a little in- 

ſenſſbly. 

But what Probability is there, cried this Man, 

which was he who had the laced Cloaths, that 

one ſhould be able to find out a Woman, who 
ſo induſtrieufly, and carefully conceals herſelf, 
and in ſo large a City as this? Might not one as 
well hope to meet with Conſcience in an 

Uſurer? It ſeems a Thing as impoſſible to me, as 

to pick out a Needle from a Bottle of Hay; or 
topaqꝛa — 

Not ſo faſt, ſaid the Abbot, haſtily i interrupt- 
ing him; it is not ſo hard as you imagine; ſhould. 
your Marchionefs have as buried herfelf in 


a Convent, 
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a Convent, as you ſuſpeR, it will not be difficult, 
by the Prince's Intereſt, to procure Admittance, 
into all the Nunneries in the Town. Whatever 
Precautions ſhe may have uſed, though ſhe 
ſhould even have changed her Name, it will not 
prevent her being tound out; her Deſcription 
alone is ſufficient; and to render the Matter yet 
more eaſy, one need only add the Day when ſhe 
diſappeared. | 

Should I grant all this, reſumed the Swordſ- 
man, what would it avail? The Prince would 
not be a Jot the more happy. What is that to 
you, cried the Abbot, interrupting him, provided 
ſhe is but found again? Was it not her ſudden 
diſappearing, that occaſioned your Diſgrace ? 
And will not there, conſequently, be an End 
thereof, as ſoon as you have diſcovered the Place 
of her Retirement ? But his Highneſs muſt be 
prodigiouſly ſmitten with this Woman, to concern 
himſelf ſo much for the Loſs of her, after he has 
had ſuch a convincing Proof, by her withdrawing 
thus from him, and concealing herſelf with 
_ uncommon Pains, that ſhe does not love 

im. 

Smitten with her, ſays the Man in laced 
Cloaths ! would you believe it! his Paſſion has 
tranſported him, to that Degree, that he offers 
to make her his Wife? Any other, but her, 
would, undouhtedly, have thought herſelf. high- 
ly honoured by ſuch a Favour.. I could never 
have imagined, his Love would have carried him 
ſo ſar, anſwered the Abbot; I was an abſolute 

Stranger to this Circumſtance ; and admire at the 
little Vanity there is in this Venetian, as ſhe has 
ſhewn by this Refuſal. Beyond Diſpute, ſhe 
muſt be prepoſſeſſed with a violent Paſſion for 
ſome other; and this is what the Prince ought to 
En, endeavour 
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endeavour at finding out, ſince he is ſo deſperate- 
ly in Love with her. 

It is indeed, what his Highneſs at firſt ſuſpect- 
ed, rejoined the Swordſman; and, in order to 
diſcover the Truth thereof, I was enjoined, being 
his Confidant, to keep a ſtrict Eye upon all her 
Actions and Behaviour. That I might be the 
better able to do this, I procured myfelf, artful- 
ly, to be recommended to his Miſtreſs, as a Stew- 
ard ; having heard, that ſhe wanted one to take 


| Care of her Affairs; ; which, if it took Effect, 
would put it in my Power, to give a good Ac- 


count of her Thoughts, and Way of Life: Ac- 


cordingly, I flattered myſelf, I ſhould ſoon be 


enabled to ſatisfy my Maſter's Views herein; but 
though I ſucceeded in this Deſign, it did not 


unfold this Myſtery, nor inform us of any Thing 


whereon we could depend. 
For three e together, I watched this 


Venetian narrowly ; but could never obſerve any 
Thing, that A g 
had an Inclination for any other, unleſs I ſhould | 
aſcribe the Melancholy, wherein the has always 


ive me Reaſon to believe ſhe 


ſeemed to be buried, to ſome ſecret Cauſe, and 
attribute it to a Difappointment i in Love. It is 


*true, I have ſeen her Tears trickle often down 
her Cheeks, againſt her Will; but that was oc- 
caſioned, as ſhe ſaid, by the Loſs of a Brother. 


"What! do we now live in an Age, wherein Peo- 


ple are ſo long inconfolable for. the Loſs of a Bro- 
ther? | 


I frequently reminded the Prince of. this Cir- 


cumſtance; Who at firſt, allowed her Sorrow 
to be well grounded and reaſonable ; but her per- 
ſiſting ſo long in her Tears, has induced his 
"Highneſs, to conceive the moſt extravagant 
; Thought — though, indeed, it is not 


without: 
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mention has been made to us in theſe Letters. 


1 1 
without Example. He has taken it in his Head, 
that the Venetian may have been in Love with 
her own Brother, her own Fleſh and Blood; and 
that the Remorſe and Shame, cauſed by this cri- 
minal Paſſion, are the Occaſion ot the Melan- 
choly and Sorrow, to which ſhe has always been 
a Prey, ever ſince we have known her, 

All you have ſaid anſwered the Abbot, may 
poſſibly be true; neither was this an impractica- 
ble Thing to diſcover; but ought not you to have 


found out for certain, who ſhe really is? for, to 
my Thinking, I have heard you ſay, you ſuſpect 
that ſhe conceals both her Name and Extraction? 

J believe it now more than ever, replied the 
other; and yet all poſſible Pains have been taken, 
not to be deceived therein; but the Accounts 


which have been ſent us, in Anſwer to our En- 
quiries, have proved agreeable, almoſt in every 
Reſpect, to what the Venetian herſelf had told us 
upon that Head. Fg, | 

She had given herſelf out, as you know, to be 


the Marchioneſs de Viatelli, whoſe Huſband died 


in the Service of the Republick of Venice; but 
what confounds and puz7les us is, that the Let- 
ters we have received from thence upon this Sub- 
je, add that this Marchioneſs, after whom we 


enquired, and whom we alledged to be now at 


Paris, actually reſides ſomewhere in Aſia. - 

This different Circumitance has perplexed us, 
for ſome Time; wheretore, the Prince has en- 
deavoured, to get ſome Explanation of this Dif. 
ficulty, from the Marchioneſs herſelf : But all 
he has been able to draw from her, in this Reſ- 
pect, is,. that her Huſband had a Brother, who 
now lives in Aſia; which has induced his High- 
neſs, and me, to think it may be of his Wife 


All 


\ . 


. 


i his Intrigues, and I am not at the firſt of this, 


Fd ſwered the Steward, and even very affecting. 
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All I can judge, from theſe ſeveral Circum- 
ftances, reſumed the Abbot, is, that this Marchi- 
oneſs is an artful Woman, and of uncommon 
Senſe, who only lets you know what ſhe pleaſes 
herſelf : Wherefore, as my Office does not put 
it in my Way, to be the Prince's Confidant in 


be ſo good as to tell me, how his Paſſion for this 
lovely Inchantreſs took its Riſe; this Paſſage 
- muſt certainly be curious: That it is indeed, an- 


Some Months ago, the Prince returning from 
Court, and paſſing by Chazllot, ſaw a great Num- 
ber of People, aſſembled together about a Ta- 
vern; hereupon, he ſent one of his Pages, to 
enquire what occaſioned that Crowd; and to 
whom a mourning Coach and Six, which ſeemed 
concerned in this Adventure belonged. Word be- 
ing brought his Highneſs, that it was cauſed by 
a foreign Lady of Quality's happening to be taken 
ill, whom they could not bring again to herſelf 
by any Means ; and that every one was the more 
concerned for her, as ſhe had been a conſiderable 
Time in a Swoon, and was a Perſon of uncom- 
mon Beauty; in effect ſhe was fo, for it was the 
Marchioneſs. | j- 

Upon this News, the Prince, who you know, 
is full of Humanity, Good-Nature, and Com: 
paſſion, got out of his Chaiſe, and went 'up to 

the indiſpoſed fair one; whoſe ſurprizing Charms, 
dead as ſhe ſeemed to be, ſtruck him that Mo- 
ment; and made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon 
him, that he has remained her Captive ever ſince. 
Accordingly, he uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to 
recover the lovely Marchioneſs; and happening 
to have about him ſome powerful Drops, that are 
E | N al moſt 
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almoſt infallible in Faintings, and having with 


much ado, got her Mouth open, he poured a few 
therein; which ſhe had no ſooner ſwallowed than 
ſhe opened her Eyes. | 
Heavens | What an Effect had their Luſtre 
upon his Heart! Our Maſter was immediately in- 
ſlaved; and ever ſince that Hour, has done all 
that the moſt paſſionate or reſpectful Lover could 
deviſe, to obtain a reciprocal. Return ; but vain 
Efforts! All has proved fruitleſs! Nay, the 


 Marchionels has carried her Rigour fo far, as to 


chooſe rather to conceal herſelt, with the moſt 
indefatigable Induſtry, than be importuned with 
the Paſſion of this illuſtrious Admirer. | 
What is moſt cruel in this unfortunate Ad- 
venture, is, that his Highneſs lays all the Blame 
of her diſappearing upon me; and tells me, I 
ought never to have loſt Sight of her, ſince her 
diſcarding me; alledging I might have judged, by 
the frivolous Pretence, to which ſhe had Recourſe, 
for turning me away, ſhe had ſome ſecret Reaſon 
{Or ridding herſelf of me: In ſhort, all I could 
ſay, in my Juſtification, has availed me nothing, 
I muſt either find out this. bewitching Marchio- 
neſs again, or never preſume, to venture into his 
Preſence. | | 
Don't you wonder at the uncommon Rigour of 
my Deſtiny, purſued the Steward, in a mournful 
Tone? How little ought we to depend upon de- 
voting ourſelves to great Men! I have now ſerved 
in the Prince's Family, thirty Years; and my 


| Subſtance is intermingled, by divers Loans, with 


that of my Maſter ; I am no longer capable at my 
Age of betaking myſelf to any new Courſe of 
Life; and in Return for all my faithful Service, 
Zeal, and Affection, I am diſcarded, almoſt at a 
Mome' ts Warning, with Diſpleaſure. How 
or. l. 1 inhuman 
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guhoman is this, after 0 many Vears ſpent in 
endeavouring to ſecure Bread for a Numerous 
Family! 255 
e thus ſaid, this unfortunate Domeſtic 
could nut torbear weeping at his hard Fate; 
whereupon, it is to no Purpoſe, cried the Abbor, | 
to caſt z ourielf down, and grieve at this Rate; 
the Prince 1s naturally good-humoured, and will 
not perſiſt in doing you any Injuſtice; it is but a 
momentary Diſpleaſure, which will ſoon wear off. 
Beſides, it is by no Means impoſſible to find out 
the Marchioneſs again; you may rely upon my 
Aſſiſtance herein ; and I doubt not, by ſome of 
the Schemes, whereof I have given you a Hint, 
to come off with Honour in this Undertaking, 
But, ſuppoſing none of them ſhould ſucceed, I 
will bethink me of ſome.other Expecients ; and 
never fear it, we ſhall certainly hear, ſooner or 
later, what is become of her Compoſe yourſelf, 
therefore, and conſider well, that the moſt ſecret 
Receſſes of Paris, as large as it is, may yet be 
found out, when one has the Key thereof: J have 
experienced this more than once. Theſe obli- 
Promiſes of the © Abbot,'- comforted the 
Beese a little; wherefore, he thanked him for 
them, and deſired him haſtily to be as expeditious 
s poſſible in the Periormance of them. 
I thought, then, the Converſation was ended, 
for both the Strangers were ſilent, and ſeemed 
each of them to be in a profound Study : I was 
going therefore, to return to my Seat, and reflect 
a while thereon, being not a little moved, by 
what I had overheard ; when the Abbot thus 94 
ſumed the Diſcourſe. 
A lucky Thought has juſt now come into my ; 
| Head, ſaid he; did not you tell me the Marchio- 


neſs did not carry off any of her Effects? Has 
not 
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not the Perſon, who ſucceeded you in your Place; 
the Poſſeſſion thereof? It is impoſſible but he 
mult keep a Correſpondence with his Miſtre!s, in 
order to give her an Account ot her Affairs; 
why don't you have him narrowly watched ? By 
this Means, we ſhould ſoon be able to diſcover 
what Place of Retirement this artful Italian has 
choſen. . | 
| . You are mightily miſtaken, we ſhall not be 

one Jot the nearer, anſwered: the Steward ; for, 
the very fiſt Day after her being mifling, I went 
to her Houte 3; and, on Pretence ot her being 
ſomething in Arrears to me, had a pretty Deal of 
Diſcourſe with my Succeſſor ; but he demon- 
ſtrated to me, by a Writing in due Form, that alt 
in the Houſe belonged to himſelf; and that he 
had bought every Thing ot the Marchioneſs, 
even to her Coach and Horſes. _ > 

On my continuing to imporiune him, neverthe- 
leſs, to give me ſome Inſight what was become of 
her, he folemnly proteſted to me, and bound it 
with an Oath; that be knew no more of her than 
I; and, thereupon, informed me, what prodigi- 
ous Care ſhe had taken, and what artful Precau- 
tions ſhe had uſed, to keep herſelf for ever con- 
cealed. He even added, that his Curioſity had 
prompted him to endeavour at the Diſcovery him- 
ſelf, but that all his Efforts to- that Purpoſe had 
proved in vain: 'That all he could conclude from 
this her ſudden diſappearing, in ſo odd a Manner, 
that ſhe intended to bury herſelf in a Nunnery ; 
and, for Fear of being prevented in that her De- 
ſign, had ſecured herſelf from all Enquiries that 
might be made after her, by the moſt profound 
Secrecy. 
+ Juſt as he had thus ſaid, a Drawer entered the 


Room, and told the Gentlemen, it was ſo late, 
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his Maſter could not ſuffer them to ſtay any long- 
er; upon which they roſe up, and the Abbot ap- 
Pointed the other to meet him early next Morn- 
ing; after which they went out of the Room: I 
haſtened, likewiſe, out of mine; paid my Reck- 
oning, and hurried out firſt; with Intent to 
watch their coming out, follow them, and find 
out where they lived. 

The great Conformity there was between what 
I had heard from them, and what Rametzi had 
told me, had made a vaſt Impreſſion upon me; 
and I was reſolved it ſhould not be owing to my 
own Remiſſneſs, that my Suſpicions were not re- 
moved: It was a Point of too great Conlequence 
to my own Advantage; which I had ſufficiently 
at Heart not to neglect it. The Hundred Louis 
dOrs were ſo deeply imprinted on my Memory, 
that they were continually before my Eyes; fo 
true it is, that Intereſt is almoſt always the 
Motive of all our Actions. : 

The two Unknown were not long before they 

came out; nor I before I was at their Heels; 
their Diſcourſe as they went along was upon the 
fame Subject as in the Tavern; at laſt they ſtopt 
at a ſtately Hotel, too generally known for me to 
be a Stranger to whom it belonged z The Abbot 


entered alone therein, and the Steward went to a 


Houſe not far from it, where, in all Probability, 
he lived with his Family; and where I left him. 
From thence I went directly to my own Apart- 
ment at the Embaſſacor's; with a firm Reſolu- 
tion, to be early next Morning at the Gate of 
that Hotel. and not loſe Sight of the two Un- 
known; being fully perſuaded I was not de- 
ceived in my Conjetures 85 
Though I had this Affair greatly at Heart, it 
did not cauſe me to forget my having others of 
| _ conſiderable 
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conſiderable Importance: The Viſit, I intended 
to make to Luſinette, took up my Thoughts pret- 
ty much; had Reaſon then had any Power over 
me I ſhould have baniſhed from my Mind a Paſ- 
ſion, which on many Accounts I ought not to 
have entertained ; but does Reaſon ever dwell in 
a Heart, whereof Love has once got Poſſeſſion ? 
So far was all I had overheard from extinguiſhing 
my Affection for that Object of my Inclinations, 
that my Jealouſy and Anger had rather rendered 
it more violent; and I was continually wavering 
between Hope and Fear. 0 | 

In effect, that lovely Maiden, being perſecuted 
as ſhe was by Fortune, and perpetually importu- 
ned and ſollicited, by an infamous-Seducer, might 
have ſuffered herſelf to be led te the Brink of 
DeſtruQion, but very poſſibly ſhe might not yet 
be compleatly ruined. Her Averſeneſs to going 
along with the old Sorcereſs, and her long reſiſting 
all her diabolical Perſuaſions, aſſured me of her 

Inclinations to Virtue; there - was nothing but 
_ downright Want, that could induce her to throw 
them off; and Love ſuggeſted to me, that, by 
taking Care of her Maintenance, it would be 
| eaſy for me, to prevent the Misfortunes, with 
which ſhe was threatened : All that was to be 
done, then, was to behave myſelf with Addreſs, 
that I might be able to induce her to accept of 
my Aſſiſtance, without letting her know I was 
informed of her Extremity. | 

O thou Deity who inſpireſt us with Love, how 
aſtoniſhing is the Progreſs thou makeſt in a 
Heart! Who would have thought, that being 
born and educated as I was, I could have been ca- 
pable of ſuch Delicacy in my Sentiments ! Strange 
as it is, however, it is true: and Love works 
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every Day the fame Miracles; eradicating and 
extirpating all other Paſſions, trom every Heart, 
whereof he once gets truly and abiolutely Poſ- 
ſeſſion. 

After having formed many Schemes, in order 
to the accomphſhing this generous Deſign, I re- 


called likewiſe to Mind the Embaſſador's Affair; 
it was neceſſary to take Care of every Thing, 


otherwiſe I might ſoon ſee an End of my Trea- 
ſure; I was about to have a Family to maintain 
and many Strings to one's Bow are not amils ; 


when a Man has once experienced the Miſery of 


Want, it makes him provident and wary ; Ra- 
metzi might fail me, and one muſt guard againſt 
all Things in this Life. The Embaſſador had 
promiſed to take Care of my Fortune, it I was ſo 
jucceſsful as to anſwer his Expectation; this was 
no Trifle, and he was very punQual; theſe were 
the Reflections that took up my Thoughts, till 


Sleep got Poſſeſſion of my Eye-Lids. 


C HAP. 
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Likinda found again. Bigand goes to Ramet- 


Zi's, but does not meet with him; bis Uneaſi- 
neſs on that Account. Goes out to viſit Lu- 
finette. Hears fhe is diſcarded by the Dutch- 
eſs; and knows not where to find ber. His 
Perplexity on that Account, Meets with Lu- 
ſinette again. In what Place. Delivers her 
from thence. What a Hazard he runs on that. 
O ccaſion. | | 


HEN a Man goes to Bed with his Head 
full of important Concerns, what Reſt 
he takes is teldom without Uneafineſs. Accord- 
ingly, I ſtarted! out of my Sleep at Break of Day, 
leapt out of Bed, huddled on my Cloaths, (I 
ſhould have ſaid my Rags, for I was ſtill dreſſed 
like a Shoe-Cleaner) and haſtened away direQly. 
to the Hotel of the Prince de I had not. 
been there long, before the Steward came to 
the Gate, knocked thereat, went in, and returned- 
again, within a Quarter of an Hour, together 
with the Abbot, in one of the Coaches belonging 
to the Family. 1 
As fatiguing as it was to follow it on Foot, I 
never loſt Sight thereof; it ſtopped at divers Con- 
vents, and I took Advantage of that Reſpite, to 
reſt myſelf aſter my tireſome Journies. Every 
Time the two Unknown came out, I endeavour- 
ed to diſcover, by their Looks, whether their 
Search had been ſucceſsful; the Countenance of 


the Steward eſpecially was to be depended on, by 
ED. . Reaſon 


io 
Reaſon of the great Intereſt he had in the iue 
thereof. 
We travelled thus over above Two-thirds of 
Paris, and there was not the leaſt Appearance 
that their Inquiry had been to their Satisfaction; 


by this Time it was Four in the Evening, I be- 


gan to be prodigious weary, and the Hour ap- 
proached wherein I hoped to have ſeen Luſinette : 
F was divided, therefore, between this Deſire, and 
that of waiting to ſee what would be the Iſſue of 
the two Strangers tedious Search. 

To add to my Misfortune, I was no longer 
able to walk; being worn out both with Fatigue 
and Hunger; and I was juſt watching a favoura- 


ble Opportunity to refreſh myſelf, when the 


Coach ſtopped at the Gate of a Convent which 
had a moſt noble Appearance: Thereupon, I laid 
hold eagerly on that Moment's Reſpite to enter in- 
to a Tavern, which faced the Gate, with Intent 
there to recruit my exhauſted Strength. 

Having ordered the Drawer to ſhew me into a 
Room: that looked upon the Nunnery, and called 
for what was requiſite to ſuffice Nature, I began 
greedily to improve the Minutes allowed me for 
that Purpoſe, not knowing how few they might 


dez but there was'no Need of my hurrying, for 


the Coach waited there a- ſufficient Time, not 
only for me to ſatisfy my craving Appetite plen- 

tifully, but to reſt myſelf entirely: This gave 
me freſh Courage, and-revived my drooping Spi- 
rits, that began to fink a Moment eltern under 


my Fatigue. 


In effect, according as the Body i is in a good or 


ill State of Health, the Mind is generally affected; 


my Reflections now were no longer ſo melancho- 


5 p as before; and I began to flatter myſelf that 


ome good Fortune would attend me; ſuch is our 
| Way 
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Way of Thinking; we ſuffer ourſelves to be caſt 
down by the leaſt croſs Accident; and upon the 
leaſt Glimmering of Hope, we flatter ouriclves 
with as little Reaſon as we were before dejeQed, 
In ſhort, we ſpend our whole Lives in fearing, de- 
firing, weeping, rejoicing, and thinking, tome- 
times right, and ſometimes wrong; ſuch is the 
Nature of Man: In vain 1s he well born and bred, 
deeply learned, and perfectly accompliſhed z in a 
Word, what you will, he 1s liable to all theſe 
Impreſhons. | | 

In the mean while, to return from whence I 
have digreſſed, the Coach never moved; this 
long Stay both ſurprized me, and gave me Hopes; 
drew from thence the moſt favourable Inferen- 
ces: At laſt, the two Unknown appeared; I had 
then left the Jave n, and was cloſe by the Gate; 
gueſs my Joy, when I obſerved in the Steward's 

Looks the moſt evident Marks of an entire Sa- 
tisfaction, which likewiſe diſcovered itſelf in all 
his Motions. | | 

They haſtened into the Coach, and ordered it 
to drive directly Home; what would I have given 
if it had been as eaſy for me to get in too, and 
hear their Diſcourſe, as to follow them; my 

Anxiety would foon have been removed ! Being 
able then to do no better, I ran after them; in 
Hopes that if the Marchioneſs de Yiatelly was 
fourd out again, I ſhould get Notice of it by 
ſome lucky Circumſtance or other, when they a- 
lighted at the Hotel; nor was I deceived. 

. Scarce had the Steward got out, before he aſk- 
ed, with an Air that ſhewed he no longer feared 
being in Diſgrace, whether the Prince was at 
Home or not ; and having been anſwered that he- 
was j ſt come in before him, he croſſed the Court- 
Yard with an Eagerneſs, which no longer left me 

| any 


Fo [ 58 ] 

any Doubts. I haſtened Home therefore, to the 
Embaſſador's, with the utmoſt Impatience, with 
Deſign both to change my Dreſs, and, as dearly as 
I loved Lufinette, to hurry to Rametzi, and intorm 
him of what I fancied I had diſcovered. My good 
Intentions, however, were fruſtrated; in vain did 
I ring, not a Soul anſwered ; and | was obliged to 
defer acquainting him with the agreeable News I 
thought I had to communicate to him, ttill the 

next Night. OS Op! 
Having thus complied with what I imagined 
due to Gratitude and my own lntereſt, I called 
a Coach and ordered it to drive me to the 
Hotel de — „ where Luſinette lived. As IL 
was on the Way thither, what Rametzi told me, 
if ever I had any Buſine's with him, came into my 
Mind; and I was no longer ſurprized at my not 
having found him at Home; it would have ſpared 
me many ffuitleſs Step, as well as my Time, 
* which was then precious to me, had.] remember- 
ed we had agreed, in Caſe of my wanting to ſpeak 
with him, I ſhould come only at Ten at Night; 
at which Hour he would ſtay in his Apartment, on 
Purpoſe to hear me if I rung; becauſe, as he 
ſpent his whole Life, either in his Laboratory, 
or in wandering about the Streets, it would not 
be poſſible to meet him, unleſs I obſerved this 

Direction. . ** 
I comforted myſelf, however, for my having 
forgot this, with the pleaſing ExpeQation of ex- 
tricating my dear. Luſinette from all her Troubles, 
and ſnatching her from the utter Ruin with which 
ſhe was threatened : But, how great and terri- 
ble was my Surprize, when the Swiſs; who was 
Porter, informed me. ſhe was quite gone from 
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- 'Thunderftruck at this News, as imagining ſhe 
was certainly with the old Marquis, I aſked him, 
if he knew where ſhe might be tound; and he 
anſwered no; but that, as the went away with a 
Woman, who ſold the little Trifles uſed by La- 
dies at their | oilets, named Mademoilel.e Flai- 
rant, I might there, perhaps, hear what I ſceia- 
ed ſo deſirous of knowing. 

I begg. d him, then, to oblige me fo far as to 
acquaint me where this Dealei in the Ladies 1 rin- 
kets lived; but he aſſured me he was an utier 
Stranger thereto ; ard, perceiving me tv be con- 


cerned at this Anſwer, adviſed me to come again - 


next Day, becauſe ſhe uſed never to fail being at 
the Hotel every Morning; wherefore | might then 
meet her, and be intormed by her of what I io 
much wanted to know. | 
Finding I could get no farther Intelligence, I 


| went from thence, heartily grieved at the Fruit- 
leſſneſs of my Labour; and, as it was not yet 


Time to go-to. Rametzi's, employed this Interval 
in walking in one of the publick Gardens, wherein 
I gave myſelf up to the moſt cutting Reflections. 
I no longer doubted Liſſinette's being loſt to me for 
ever; ſhould | meet with this Woman, ſaid I 
within myſelf, being of uch a Temper as I know 
her to be, ſhe will be very far from informing me 


what is become of that dear Maiden; ſhe is but 


too ſenſible of the Influence I have acquired over 
her, by my generous Behaviour to that charming 
Beauty, to let me ſee her: The wicked Deſigns 
of that old Hag, whereof I can no longer doubt, 
and her own perſonal Intereſt are too much con- 
cerned to keep her from me. Beſides, ſhould I 
again chance to find Luſinett, purived I, could I 
ſtill look upon her with the ſame Sentiments as 
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her Virtue had inſpired me with, or rather as de- 
bauched, and a Prey to a curſed old Bedlame ? 


1 Have not 4 all the Reaſon in the World to beheve 
=. | that — 7 E | 
| Being fully perſuad+*d, then, that all my La- 


=! bour to this Ind would be in vain, I went from 
thence to Rametzi's; rung ſeveral Times; and 
waited at the Door above two Hours, to no Pur- 
poſe ; I judged, therefore, that either ſomething 
extraordinary muſt have betallen him, or that he 
muſt be gone elſewhere, tor ſome Reaſon for 
which 1 could not account; wherefore | again de- 
terred my Viſit *till the nyxt Evening. I ſpent that 
Night, then, in the moſt cruel Anxiety; Luſinette 
was raviſhed. from me; and had ſome Caule to 

fear Rametzi's being loſt to me, likewiſe; as he 

had ſeemed*to me to be too punctual, to be guilty | 

of breaking his Promiſe | 

Whilſt 1 was puzzling my Brain, to what to 

aſcribe Rametzi's Abſence, and how to get Sight | 
again of Lyfrnette, it came into my Head that the 
moſt likely Way to find her, was to return to the 
Hotel of the Dutcheſs, and endeavour to learn 
from ſome of her Women where that old Sorcer- 
eſs La Flairant lived; it being altogether impro- 

* bable that all of them ſhould be Strangers thereto, | 
This proved a lucky "Thought, and, accord- 

. ingly, had the defired Succeſs, as I imagined it 
would; one of her Grace's Women gave me Di- 
rections where ſhe lodged; it was in the Faux- 

| | | | Bourg 


There is a Hiatus here, for divers Pages in the 
Tratian Manuſcript, which is not legible, till it comes 
to a Converſation between Bigand and Lufinette; we 
thought, therefore, it would be proper to fill up the 
Chaim, by ubſtituting ſome probable Mears of bring- 
ing them together again, as we have done accord- 


ingly. 


E 
Bourg St. Marceau; whither I hurried ſtraight- 
way, with the utmoſt Impatience. 

How timorous is true Love; and what Emo- 
tions does it cauſe in a Breaſt that is newly ſmit- 
ten! I was ſeized with a ſurprizing Palpitation of 
Heart as I went up the Stairs; and was obliged 
to ſtop at every Landing-Place. I arrived at laſt 
at the third Story; where I was to hear of 
the dear Object of my AﬀeCtions ; I knock at 
the Door; and ſhe opens it herſelf. I was in 
Raptures at the Sight of her ; but my Joy was 
ſoon daſhed, and gave Way to Grief; her Eyes 
are red with Crying ; ſhe 1s all in Sorrow ; ſhe 
has therefore, ſomething that aflicts her; we 
never weep when our Minds are at Eaſe. 

This Thought pierced me to the Soul ; I meet 
Lufinette again, and ſhe is virtuous; her Tears aſ- 
{ure me thereof; this Reflection, joined with Pi- 
ty, and the Sight of my Charmer, all conſpire 
to compleat the Conqueſt of my Heart; I till 
adore her, and ſtretch out my Arms to embrace 
her: Ah! Sir, cried ſhe, ſtarting back from me, 
fly from this Place, and leave me, I am the moſt 
wretched Creature that ever was in the World; 
having thus ſaid, ſhe withdrew to the farther 
End of the Room, and burſt into a Flood of 
Tears. | 

I follow her, and being pierced to the Soul, at 
the Condition wherein I find her ; for Heaven's 
Sake, ſaid I, acquaint me with the Misfortunes 
that have befallen you ; you don't know to what 
a Degree | am affected, with whatever concerns 
you! Can you any longer queſtion? No, Sir, 
cried the dear Maiden, interrupting me haſtily, 
but for Pity's Sake, ſpeak ſoftly ; or rather be- 
gone from this curſed Place; you are not ſafe 
Here, purſued ſhe trembling. 

You. II. G How |! 
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How! cried I, + being in the leaſt 


| Haunted, what is it you tell me? And why do 


you a ſtay a Moment in a Lodging, which you 
own is fo ſuſpicious? Alas! Does it depend 
upon me, anſwered Luſinette? The Cruelty of 


my Deſtiny, which is obſtinately bent upon per- 


ſecuting me, has only delivered me from one Ruin, | 
to thruſt me upon another. But the Time is 
too precious to be ſpent in telling you the Parti- 
culars of this mournful Story ; leave me, I be- 
leech you, I tremble every Joint of me, for Fear 
that Woman, whom you ſaw with me, on that 
Day which was rendered remarkable by your ge- 
nerous Goodneſs, ſhould ſurprize you here; ſhe 
is within three Steps of us. 

Knowing her ſo well as I do, and what ſhe 1s 
capable ot attempting, (you may believe me, by 
the Terror wherein you ſee me) upheld as ſhe is 


Here, in this Houſe, which is full of People of 


her own Kidney, you would not be the ſtrongeſt ; 
Farewel, Sir, you concern yourſelf in vain for 
me; I am an undone Creature; z It is now too late 


How | cried [ out, interrupting her 8 Emo- 
tion, have you ſuffered yourſelf to be overcome 
by ill Counſel? And, is it poſſible, your Virtue 
Mould have fallen a Prey to- Ah! Sir, reſu- 
med Luſinette, that is not the Caſe; I bave been 
able to reſiſt all hitherto; and will die before 1 


will conſent to any Thing that is indecent ; but I 


know all your good Intentions, | in my Behalf, 
will not avail at all; and I am ſenſible of the 
Danger you- are in every Moment, wherefore 
———It does not daunt me in the leaſt, anſwer- 
ed I, interrupting her; let us not loſe ſuch pre- 
cious Moments in uſeleſs Diſcourſe ; follow] 


me. 


Ab 
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Ah! Sir, what do you deſire? We ſhould both 
be undone, cried Luſinette, interrupting me, and 
frightened to Death at my Propoſal! I am very 
ſenſible of your Goodneſs; your Favours are 
deeply engraven on my Heart; and it is my ſin- 
cere Gratitude for your uncommon Generolity, 
that induces me to redouble my Intreaties to you, 
to make haſte, from hence; for, as to my own 
Part | | 

Away, purſued I, with a little Paſhon, what 
means this Obſtinacy, in reſolving to ſtay, in a 
Place you confeſs to be ſo liable to Reproach ? 
What Authority detains you here? And why will 
you not take Advantage of the fortunate Oppor- 
tunity now. offered? Would you induce me to 
think that Heavens | How unhappy an I, 
cried this dear Angel, ſince you ſo greatly miſ- 
conſtrue what I have ſaid ? Alas! the Offer you 
make me would crown me with Happineſs ; but 
my Gaoler, Mademoiſelle Flairant, has proteſted 
to me, with ſo many bitter Oaths, that, if ever 
[ attempted, in the lc aſt, to run away, ſhe would 
murder me withoui Mercy, and hack me in 
Fieces ; and I know fo well what ſhe is capable 
of doing, that it is this cauſes my Fright, and o- 
caſions my ſtarting ſo many Objections. | 

And I am abſolutely reſolved, ſaid I, to deliver 
you from this flaviſh Tyranny ;* 1 fear nothing; 
the Danger is in going down Stairs; I have Piſ- 
tols in my Pocket; and, as ſoon as we are in the 
Street, it will all be over. Having thus premiſed, 
I took Lufinette by the Arm, and ſpeaking in a 
ſharp Tone, obliged her to come along with me. 
We have heſitated too long already, continued I, 
making her go down the Stairs before me ; whilſt 
we have been diſputing upon this Head, we ſhould 

have been in a Place of Security. * 
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At laſt we got to the Street-Door, without 
meeting with any ObſtruQtion ; and Lu/mette was 
already ſeated in the Coach; when, by the moſt 
vexatious ill Luck imaginable, the Coachman 
was no where to be found : In vain did I call him 
divers Times, No body anſwered; Search was 
made for him alſo in all the Publick Houſes round 


about, but it was all to no Purpoſe. This ſet | 


Luſinette a trembling; we ſhall be diſcovered pre- 
ſently cried ſhe ; La Flairant and her Neighbours 
will be too hard for us; and, it that happens, I 
am undone. | : 
On ſaying thus, I ſaw her in ſuch a Terror, 
and conceived ſo bad an Opinion of all the Peo- 


le, who lived in this little By-ſtreet, their very | 


Looks ſeeming to me very ſuſpicious (and Preju- 
dice goes a great Way) that, without conſidering 
1 was in a Habit, which ſuited but ill with the 
Part I was about to act, and having no Regard 
to any Thing, but what might be the Conte- 
uences of this Delay, 1 got into the Coach- 
Box and driving on the Horſes full Gallop, was 
haſtening from that curſed Place, as faſt as poſ- 
ſible. 5 
Little By-Lanes and Streets are generally in- 
habited by Numbers of poor People, and Chil- 
dren; beſides which, one meets frequently with 
Stops there; accordingly, no ſooner did the 
Coach move along. but a great Mob were at our 
Heels, and purſued us with continual Hootings: 
Look there, look there, cried they, behold that 
Abbot, who is running away with a pretty Wench; 


I drove on, however, with the utmoſt Speed; 


though not without being moved at theſe perpetu- 

al Outcries. | 

To add to my Uneaſineſs, as the Noiſe in- 
creaſed at every Step, I fancied the hopeful 
SEES : _ Neighbours, 
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Neighbours, of whom Luſinette had told mes 

were following us, to. wreſt my Prey from me; 

and I was the more confirmed in this Opinion, 

becauſe, in the midſt of all the different Cla- 

' mours, I could hear a Voice, which called out 

diſtinctly, Stop that Abbot, Stop him ; Stop that 
Coach there. 

Nevertheleſs, in Spite of all their Hollowing, I 
ſhould ſoon have been rid of all my Fears and 
Trouble, had it not been for an unlucky 
Hackney, againſt whoſe Wheels I happened to 
hitch in my Hurry; which croſs Accident gave 
the Populace Time to overtake us, and redouble 
their Hootings ; for the Mob always grow bolder, 
and more infolent by Degrees, when one does 
not curb their Impudence, at firft, by threaten- 
ing and chaſtizing them. As an Aggravation to 
my Misfortune, I received a Laſh with his Whip 

a-croſs my Face, from the Fellow, whole Coach 
[ was near overturning, by the Violence where- 
with I ran againſt it; which Injury, however, did 
not anger me ſo much, as the coarſe Epithet he. 
tacked to my Title of Abbot. 
- I was heartily vexed thereat; and ſhould have 
- chaſtized the Raſcal, had I been alone; but 
1 Love induced me to ſwallow this bitter Pill, as, 
- 
r 
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indeed, he makes us ſwallow many others At 
the ſame Moment, up came the Coachman, 
| whoſe Seat I had taken; and, getting into the 


t Box, forced me rudely from thence ; aſking me, - 

'E very roughly, how I durſt have the Impudence to 

: drive away with his Horſes, and telling me plain- 

- ly, he would be paid what. was. due to him, and 
would ſend me to the Devil, into the Bargain : 

- WF Whereupon, a Journeyman Shoemaker, who 


1 paſſed, no Doubt, for a Wit, amongſt his Neigh- f 
5 | G 3 bours, 
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bours, interrupted him; and ſaid, there was no 
Need of troubling himſelf to ſend me thither; for 
1 was going there faſt enough, without his Aſ- 
ſiſtance. = 5 55 | 
In the Perplexity I was then in, I could think 
of no better Expedient, than to clap a Crown into 
the Fellow's Hand; and promiſe him as much 
more, to drink, if he would deliver us from this 
Uproar and Confufion: This lucky Thought 
made ſuch an Imprefſion upon him, that he be- 
came as gentle as a Lamb; opened the Coach 
Door ; gave me a Squeeze by the Hand; and, 
by an exprefſive Wink, let me know my Com- 
mands ſhould be punctually obeyed. > 
Before he got upon his Box, he acquainted 
me; that he ſaw a Woman purſuing after us, 
who ſeemed to have ſome ill Deſign againſt me; 
and cried out, I was running away with her 
Daughter ; but that it would be her beſt Way to 
oil her Limbs well; for he would lead her a fine 
Dance. In effect, he was no ſooner mounted 
than he drove away at a great Rate; the Woman 
of whom he had ſpoken, and who was La Plai- 
rant herſelf, following hard after us, and filling 
the whole Street with her Clamours. 
Accordingly, I was afraid, each Moment, that 
we ſhould be ſtopped again; eſpecially by two 
Men, in Soldiers Cloaths, who accompanied that 
old Hag; and who ran ſo very faſt, that I trem- 
bled every Minute, for fear we ſhould be expo- 
ſed to ſome new Affront. In order to gain the 
Populace over to their Side, and induce them to 
get before the Horſes, and ſtop them, they cried 
out aloud, as we might hear from the Coach, 
that an Abbot was forcing away the poor Wo- 
man's Daughter, who was purſuing us. a 


” 
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This Outcry, no Doubt, at the long Run, 
would have had the deſired Effe ; but fortunate- 
ly for us, another Woman, who was no Friend: 
to La Flairant, and who knew her full well, de-. 
clared, that ſhe had no Children, but ſuch unhap- 
py Wretches, as ſhe adopted. for her own;. 
that ſhe was an infamous Creature, who had al- 
ready been puniſhed for her. diforderly Lite ; and 
that it would not be long, before ſhe was again 
ſent to the Place from whence ſhe came, if ſhe. 
perſiſted in her ill Courſes, | 

This her juſt Character, ſo ſeaſonably given, 
turned the Outcries and Hootings of the Populace 
againſt La Flairant, and her Abettors ; and I had 
the Pleaſure, from the Coach-Door, of ſeeing 
myſelf revenged on her, for all the Affronts and 
Vexations ſhe had cauſed-me to ſuffer ; the Mob 
leaving off their Purſuit of us, to divert them- 
ſelves at the Expence of that old Bedlam; and 
the Coach turning, ſoon after, down another 
Street, we were as quiet, in a little Time, as if 
nothing at all had happened to us. 

The Coachman having then driven us a little 
farther, full Speed, and finding we had no longer 
any Diſturbance to fear, ſtopt a while, that his 
Horſes might recover their Breath; and getting 
off his Box, aſked me, whither I would have him 
go. I was juſt about to make him an Anſwer, 
when, caſting my Eyes upon Lufinette, ] per- 
ceived her to be in a Swoon; and, being afraid 
this Fainting might be attended with ill Conſe- 
quences, had her carried into a Tavern, that was 
in the Neighbourhood, and laid upon a Bed; 
where ſhe had not been long, before ſhe entirely 
recovered her Senſes. | | 
Ass ſoon as ſhe was come to herſelf, ſhe aſked 
me, whether the Place, to which I had then 

8 brought 
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brought her, was the Lodging deſigned for her; 
whereupon told her, how the Cale ſtood ; ſhe 
anſwered, ſhe found herſelf much better; "and 
was very ſorry, I had not carried her intirely 
out of that Neighbourhood ; I was not able to 
acquaint you with this my Deſire, purſued ſhe, 
becauſe the continual Dread I was under, of fal- 
ling again into the Hands of that vile Woman La 
Flairant, whom I had ſo much Reaſon to tear, 
deprived me of the Uſe both of my Speech and 
Senſes. 

Being entirely ſtadious of pleaſing her, I aſ- 
ſured her, ſhe ſhould be rid in a little Time of all 
her Uneaſineis; and being willing to keep my 
Word, got again into the Coach ; ordering the 
Fellow to drive us to the Palais Royal, which was 
about three Miles from the Place where we were, 
without giving him any other particular Direction. 
This long Stretch made the Coachman mutter; 
which putting me out of Humour, in my Turn, 
after my having uſed him ſo generouſly, I paid 
him off, and hired another ; which carried us” 
thither, without any Words. 

[ was very glad, the Diſtance between the 
two Places, allowed me Time to confider, where 
I ſhould look for a Lodging for my new Charge; 

my Abbot's Habit made me foreſee many Diffi- 
culties therein; and whatever Care I took, to 
hide my VUneaſineſs, from that charming Crea- 
ture, who ſtrove to expreſs her Gratitude in the 
moſt lively Terms, I anſwered her with ſo much 
Diſtraction of Mind, that ſhe plainly perceived 
all was not right. 

Hereupon, tell me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, with the moſt 
engaging Air, in the World, what it is diſturbs 
you? nen difturks your Peace; _ 
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durſt lay any Wager, it is on my Account; con- 
feſs freely what it is that troubles you; and, per- 
haps, I may be able to contribute towards reſto- 
ring your Quiet . In ſhort, ſhe urged me with ſo 
much Earneſtneſs, that I owned to her What oc- 
caſioned all my 'Thoughtfulneſs. 

I imagined as much, replied Luſinette; but 
this Difficulty is eaſily got over; 1 have a Bro- 
ther, pretend yourſelf to be ſo; tell ingenuouſy, 
who J am, and from whence I came; notwith- 
ſtanding the ill Fortune, that perſecutes me, I 
believe myſelf not to be ſo little eſteemed at the 
Dutcheſs De 's, that I need fear their giv- 
ing an indifferent Character of me; and I am 
ſatisfied, by this Means, no one will ſcruple ad- 
mitting me as a Lodger. When I am once ſet- 
tled, my Life ſhall be ſo retired and ſedentary, 
that I dare flatter myſelf with the Hopes, of not 
being obliged to remove from any Place where 

] have been entertained. | 
'This lucky Thought gave me a great deal of 
Satisfaction; and as one Piece of good Fortune 
ſeldom comes without being followed by another, 
I recalled to Mind, ſoon after, that F had break- 
faſted, a little before, with one of my Acquaint- 
ance, at a Lodging, where the Landlady, not 
only ſeemed to be very complaiſant, but had de- 
ſired me, in the Way of Diſcourſe, to recom- 
mend her Houſe to any of my Friends, whenever 
an Opportunity ſhould offer; and aſſured me, 
they ſhould be treated with the greateſt Civility 
and good Uſage. In effect, I knew ſhe had di- 
vers Women-Lodgers; and was very obliging to 
them, if they behaved themſelves well ; where- 
fore, I informed Liſinette, thereof; and it having 
been reſolved, that ſhe ſhould fix there, the 
| Coachman 
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Coachman was. ordered to drive us thither di- 
Treaty. 

The Landlady received us very graciouſly ; and 
fhewed her a very decent and convenieni Lodging, 
J agreed with her both tor that and for her Board 
according to the Deſire of Luſinette; that ſhe 

might have it in her Power to live as retired as 

The pleaſed; and, that the Woman might have a 
good Opinion of her new Lodger, paid her tor 
three Months beforehand. 

This had fo great an Effect upon her, that ſhe 


| aſſured me ſhe would have all imaginable Care of 


my pretended Siſter ; for Fear, however, my dear 
EL finette ſhould be taken for a Wanderer, on Ac- 
count of her having brought Nothing with her, 
T jaid her Trunks would come next Day; being 
reſolved to ſupply her Want of Cloaths and Li- 
nen, in caſe we, ſhould not be able to recover 
-her's from La Flairant, who had taken Care to 
get them all into her F oſſeſſion the very firſt Morn- 
ing after ſhe had made ſure of her Perſon. Ihe 
Landlady having then ſhewn us all the Conveni- 
encies and Accommodations of her Apartment, 
took her Leave of us, and withdrew. * 

Being then no longer under any Reſtraint, 
thank Heaven, faid I to the lovely Luſinette, you 
are now delivered from all the Dangers you had 
ſo much Reaſon to apprehend; no Care nor Un- 
eaſineſs need diſturb your Mind for the future; 
and you may paſs your Days in an uninterrupted 
Tranquillity, 'till you are difpoſed to crown the 
Happineſs of a Man whoſe ſole Study is is to ſeem 
5 agreeable to you. | 

Alas 


* From page 71 to here, is what we have thou ht 
proper to ſubſtitute inſtead of What was wanting in the 


briginal Manuſcript. 
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Alas! cried Luſinette, with a melancholy Air, 
what do you ſay? Heaven knows I am ſtill very 
far from being likely to enjoy that Peace of 
Mind; you cannot imagine how much I am the 
Sport of Fortune ; but you will ſoon be convinced 
thereof: I am too greatly obliged to you, to make 
my unhappy Circumſtances any Secret to youz 
though | never yet acquainted any one therewith ; 
but I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful Creature in 
the World, if I ſhould ſcruple to give you this 
Proof of my Confidence; I am perſuaded you 
will take it kindly of me; and, indeed, it is no 
ſmall Argument of my good Opinion of you. I 
do not pretend hereby to make you ſet the great- 
er Value upon my Complaiſance ; - but the Story 
of my Life is ſo extraordinary, ſo ſurprizing, and 


fo hard to be believed, that, were it not for your 


being ſo fortunately prepoſſeſſed in my Favour, as 
you have ſhewn by a hundred Proofs, I would 
never venture to relate it to you with all its Cir- 
cumſtances. 


LEENXEEESNELEE RX GSAERELES 
"CHAP. 


| The Story of Lucani, a famous Painter, The 


extraordinary Circumſtances that attended his 
Marriage. A noble Example of Virtue, and 
a diſintereſted Temper in a Mother. It does 


not go unrewarded. 


L CAN, a celebrated Painter at Rome, con- 
tinued Luſinette, had already arrived to a very 
advanced Age, before any one could prevail upon 
him to ſubmit to the Marriage Yoke; how ad- 
vantageous ſoever the Matches were that were of- 
| fered, 
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fered, he till perſiſted ſtedfaſtly in his Reſolution; 
and coloured over his Denials with the civil Pre- 
tence, that it was impoſſible to belong to two 
Maſters, but one or the other of them would be ill 
ſerved; and that to him, the Publick and his own 
Reputation ſupplied the Place, the one of a Wife 
and the other of a Miſtreſs. | | 

Nevertheleſs, with all thefe fine Maxims, he 
was forced to yield; as all thoſe fine Boaſters have 
done, who have valued themſelves upon a philo- 
ſophical Heroiſm. 'The God of Marriage, nettled 
at a too long Reſiſtance, had Recourſe to Love to 
revenge his Quarrel; even whilſt he was moſt in- 
tent upon his Work, he wounded him with the 
moſt dangerous of his Arrows. ; - 

He was employed in painting the Gallery of the | 
Urſini; and as amongſt the other Figures, he was | 
deſirous of placing a Yenus therein which ſhould 
ſurpaſs any Thing of the Kind that had ever been 
To before, he was in great Want of a living | 
Original from whom to copy ſo finiſhed a Piece. 
This was very hard to be found; not that there 
was any Scarcity of Beauties at Rome, but the Dif- 
ficulty was, to meet with thoſe who would con- 
deſcend to his Deſign ; for ſome of them being 
rich, or of an illuſtrious Birth, it was of Courſe 
abſolutely impracticable even to mention this Pro- 

ſal to them; and they who were of a meaner 
Rank, though not in the moſt eaſy Circumſtances, Þ 
_ refuſed out of Decency alone, the generous Of- 

fers that were made them, | 


8 


About three Months had Lucani uſed all poſſi- 
ble Means to procure what he deſired, without 
being able to ſucceed therein; when at laſt, one 
Day, a poor Woman in Years came to aſk for 
him, with a young Maiden, her Daughter, who 
was juſt in her Bloom, and a matchleſs Ty 3 
l | | whom 


* = L . _ 


%# > — 3h % 


wy. 0 1 3 


ww WW EE WW Of 2 


Vor. II. 


19 7} 


whom ſhe offered to let ſit at a certain Price, for 
which ſhe ſtipulated each Time. Lucani being in 


Haſte to finiſh his Work, and in great Want of a 
living Original whence to copy his Venus, readily 


agreed to the Terms ; and immediately ſtruck a 
Bargain with the Woman, who, nevertheleſs, 
would not conſent to her Daughter's ſitting, but 


on Condition of being always preſent herſelf. 


'This was too reaſonable a Demand to admit of 


any Diſpute ; accordingly Lucani, who was him- 


ſelf a Lover of Virtue, thought the better of her, 
for this prudent Precaution: and Eſteem is an 


Omen very favourable to Love. The Painter was 


ſtruck with the ſurprizing Beauty of Chebellay 


(that was the young Maiden's Name) and did not 


doubt but with ſuch a Maſterpiece of Nature for a 
Pattern, he ſhould be able to draw ſuch an inimi- 
table Venus, as ſhould put the finiſhing Hand to 


this own Reputation. 


The firſt Sittings were employed about the Head, 


with which, when done, Lucani was himſelf ſo 


charmed, that he made no Queſtion, if the Reſt 
Was anſwerable to this admirable Beginning, his 


Work would be entirely perfect, and without 


Fault: But he little expected the Obſtacles he 
had to ſurmount; or imagined his Vanity, in re- 
ſolving to make a finiſhed Piece, would in the End 
coſt him both his Repoſe, and his Life. 
When the Time came that he was to ſet about 
the Body of his Venus, he would have required of 
Chebella what is uſual in ſuch Caſes; but the Mo- 
ther of that beauteous Maiden gave him to know 
ſhe was not of a Humour, to ſuffer her Daughter 
to tranſgreſs the Laws of Decency, for all the 
Riches in the Univerſe ; and that ſhe meant all 
along, when ſhe made her Bargain, that ſhe * 


. 
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Fit to him no other wiſe than was conſiſtent with 
the Rules of Modeſty. 

In vain did Lucani inſiſt upon her conforming 


| herſelf, to what was cuſtomary on ſuch Occaſi- 


ons; and laugh at her Scruples as ridiculous ; the 
Mother kept her Reſolution ;- and, in order to 
convince him ſhe did not ſtart theſe ObjeCtions on 
Account of Intereſt, or with the View of inciting 


him to raiſe his Price; for ſhe ſuſpected this was | 
the Notion of Lucani, (becauſe he offerred her a 


conſiderable Sum more than he had agreed for be- 


fore, to induce her. to comply with his Requeſt) 


ſhe carried her Daughter away; telling him, as 
ſhe was going out, ſince he thought her capable 
of ſuffering herſelf to be corrupted by ſordid in- 
tereſt, neither her Daughter nor herſelf would 
ever ſet Foot again within his Doors. It was to 
no Purpoſe for Lucani, to perſiſt in his Sollicitati- 
ons, or to uſe his Endeavours to detain her at his 
Houſe, all his Attempts were fruitleſs; Chebella's 
Mother kept her Word with him punctually. 
What cannot Pride and Vain-Glory effect upon 
the Mind of Man! Lucan:, nettled to the laſt De- 
gree, to ſee his Work put to a Stand by the Ob- 
ſtinacy of Chebella's Mother, which he termed 
Cruelty and Folly, reſolved to make one laſt Ef- 
fort to prevail upon her. To this End, he went 
to her Lodging, with Intent to offer a Price ſo very 
conſiderable, ſhe ſhould at laſt be tempted by it. 
Fully determined then to ſpare no Coſt to ſucceed 
in his Deſign, he repaired to her Lodging; but 
inte did he think that Love lay there in Ambuſh 
for him, and he was going to make him a Sacrifice 


of his ſo long and ſo high prized Liberty. 


.  Chebella happened to be alone, and Lucani was 
as much ſurprized at her Beauty, and as much 


ſtruck at the * of her, as if his intenſe Appli- 


cation 
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cation to taking an exact Copy of her had de- 


prived him of all other Thou hts whatſoever : 


The Moment he beheld her, he forgot all he had 
to ſay ; and only entertained her with the power- 
ful Effects her Charms had made upon his Heart, 
Chebella anſwered this Gallantry with Abundance 
of Wit, and her Converiation compleated her 
Conqueſt. | 

The leſs Power the Paſſions have had upon the 
Soul of a Man, the greater Havock they make 
there, when once they have gained Admittance' 


therein, Such a Heart, like the principal Stone 


which ſupports a vaulted Root, and cannot be 


moved, but the whole Building totters, nay is in 


Danger of falling to the Ground the Moment it is 
taken away; ſuch a Heart then, we ſay, being 
once put out of its natural 'T emper, hurries along 
With it all the other Faculties that are ſubordinate 


thereto: 


Juſt ſo it was with Lucani at that Time; his 


' Deſire of eſtabliſhing his own Reputation and 


Fame gave Way, in an Inſtant, to that of ſeeming . 
agreeable in the Eyes of the bewitching Chebella + 

nor was it long before he was as earneftly covetous 
of being the Poſſeſſor of ſuch an invaluable Plea- 
ſure : He judged very rightly that this would be 
no hard Matter to effect. He was rich, im- 
menſely rich, and eminent in his Profeſſion ; 


| whereas Chebella had no other Fortune than her 


Beauty; upon mature Conſideration, therefore, 
he concluded, it would be no great while before 
he was happy in the Enjoyment of the Object bf 
his AﬀeQtions. 
Accordingly, as her Mother came Home, he 
=> opp the Occaſion of his making them that 
iſit, was to deſire of them the Favour to ſpend 


the Afternoon with him; becauſe he wanted to 


nA: | add 
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add ſome new Graces to the Head of his Venus, 
Which he could not do, without having his Origi- 
nal before him. This Requeſt was too reaſonable 
to.admit of any Refuſal ; and he had paid too well 
=_ for all their former Viſits, for them to make any 
_ Difficulty of granting this. , Accordingly, the Mo- 
4 ther readily agreed thereto; and aſſured him it 
had not been without Regret ſhe had ſeen herſelf 
reduced to the Neceſſity of refuſing to comply with 
his Deſires. Lucani affected to wave this Subject, 
and anſwered he had found a Way to get an Ori- 
ginal entirely to his Wiſn; within a ſhort Time, 
to have at his Diſpoſal; this ſaid, he took Leave 
of them with a ſeeming Indifference, and went 
away. | | 
This Speech and Behaviour induced the Mother | 
of Chebella to ſuſpe the Painter had met with 
leſs Difficulty in procuring an Original elſewhere, 
and had a Mind to ſhew them his Venus finiſhed, 
in order to puniſh them for their ſcrupulous Nice- 
ty in refuſing him; and convince them he could 
have done as well without them. Little did ſhe 
imagine, how greatly ſhe was to be concerned in 
the Iſſue of this Affair; there are ſome Events, 
ſome of the Diſpenſations of Providence, which 
are ſo very ſurprizing, it is abſolutely impoſſible 
to foreſee them: Such was that I ſhall prelently 
relate. 
Lucani received his invited Gueſts in a Cloſet, 
where all that is moſt coſtly and rare was diſplay- 
ed to their View. As ſoon as the firſt Civilities 
were over, he roſe up; and taking the Mother of 
Chebella by the Hand, made her obſerve all his 
moſt valuable Curioſities. 'This done, he opened 
a beautiful Cabinet, and'drawing out a Number of 
fine Jewels, almoſt dazzled their Eyes with their 
' Luſtre; after this he opened a rich Bi reau, and 
| : - pulling 
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pulling out from a large Bundle of Papers, a Liſt 
of all his Bonds, Mortgages, Deeds in Writings, 
in ſhort of all his Riches, but what was in ready 
Money, Jewels, or Furniture, ſubmitted it to her 
Peruſal. Having thus done, he told her all that was 
in that Cabinet ſhould be hers, if ſhe would grant 
him the Favour he had deſired ; adding that eight 


Days would be ſufficient for him compleatly to 
finiſh his Venus; that he would keep her Secret 


inviolably ; and ſhe had nothing to do, but to re- 
ſolve one W ay, or the other. 

The artful Painter having tempted them with 
this Offer, and ſeeing plainly that the Greatneſs: 
thereof made ſome Impreſſion on their Minds, was 
determined to try how far Intereſt would prevail. 
To this End, leading them to a Table covered 
over with a Cloth, he took the Covering off on a 
ſudden, ſhewed them the Whole overſpread with 
Gold, and let that bewitching Metal gliſten in 
their Eyes. Now chooſe, ſaid he, which you 
will, the Money or my other Revenues; there is 
no Difference in the Value; but the Gold may: 
be delivered with the moſt Eaſe. | 

During this critical Interval, Lucani's Eyes 
were ſtedfaſtly fixed, ſometimes upon the Mother, 
and ſometimes upon the Daughter. Chebella held 


| down her Head and bluſhed; which Sign, as it 


might be interpreted either Way, the Painter, al- 
ready prepoſſeſſed by her Charms, put the moſt 
favourable Conſtruction thereon ; but the Mother 


| abſolutely refuſed it; and growing diſtruſtful of 


herſelf, : ſhe took her Daughter by the Hand, and 
leading her away, cried-let us be gone, Child, the 
Conflict is too dangerous, and Honour ought - 


| to carry it from all the Riches in the Uni- 


verſe. | ni 4 
| 1 Lucani, 
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Lucani, touched to the very Soul with ſuch an 
uncommon and noble Inſtance of diſintereſted Vir- 
tue, in a Mother, ran after the Fugitives ; and 
falling upon his Knees before them; Stay, Ma- 
dam, faid he to the Mother, in a moving Tone; 
all the Riches, I have juſt now diſplayed before 

u, are yours; I had reſolved to make you law- 


ful Miſtreſs of them, before I made you the Pro- 


poſals, which ſo juſtly cauſed your Reſentment, 
and Flight ; Forgive the baſe Attempt; it was 
not occaſioned by any criminal Intent; but I was 
deſirous, of being convinced, with my own Eyes, 
that there is ſtill Virtue remaining upon the 
Earth; and alſo of having undeniable Reaſon to 
reſpect you, as long as I have Breath. | 
Had you even ſuffered yourſelf to have been 
prevailed on, by the powerful Charms of ſuch 
ſtrong Temptations, as I laid before you, I ſhould 
not have altered my Reſolution; I ſhould have 
lamented your Weakneſs, but ſhould, neverthe- 
| leſs, have declared myſelf: Yes, Madam, conti- 
nued Lucani, kiſſing: her Hand, and obſtinately 
refuſing to riſe, till he had ended his Speech. I 
adore your incomparable Daughter ; conſent to 
her being mine; and ſhare with her, in-all the 
Happineſs I will ſtudy to procure her, if you en- 
ter into my Views, with as much Sincerity as 
myſelf. | | f 
Surprized, to the laſt Degree, at the unex- 
pected Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, the Mother 
of Chebella diſcovered her Aſtoniſnment, by her 
exceſſive Joy; ſhe tenderly loved her Daughter; 
and the Offer was too advantageous, to admit of 
a Minute's Heſitation; every Thing was, there- 
fore, agreed on in an Inſtant ; and the neceſſary 
Orders being given directly, for the Celebration 
of their Nuptials, in about a Week's Time, Lu- 
cans 
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cani was put in Poſſeſſion of his beloved Ori- 
inal. 

2 During five or ſix Vears, that the Mother 
lived, the Painter and his Wife enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted Happineſs; and a fine Boy, which Che- 
bella brought him, ſeemed a Sort of Pledge of its 
Continuance. The entire Eſteem Lucani had 


# conceived for his Mother-in-Law, had in a Man- 


ner extinguiſhed that Propenſity to Jealouſy, 
which ſeems almoſt to be born with all /talians ; 
but, as ſoon as ſhe was dead, that unfortunate 


Temper revived in him. 


Chebella was lively, merry, and a Lover of 
Pleaſure; and though ſhe was deſcended of a moſt 
virtuous Family, and had been very ſtrictly edu- 
cated, ſhe diſcovered an Inclination, of which her 
Huſband took but too much Notice. In ſhort, 
the Lovers whom her Beauty drew about her, 


the nightly Serenades, with a thouſand other 


Gallantries, wherewith Chebella continually ſeem- 
ed to be but too well pleaſed, diſturbed Lucan, 
to that intolerable Degree, that to ſecure himſelf, 
at once from the Uneaſineſs, which tortured him 
perpetually Day and Night, he reſolved to keep 
his Wife locked up cloſe ; and he had Recourſe 
to this mortifying Expedient, every Time his 
Buſineſs obliged him to go out. But, alas 


Your Wives, and Daughters virtuous, ſay the Wiſe, 
To make, nor Locks, nor Iron Bars ſuffice ; 
Women grow worſe, the more they are confined ; 
The only Guard of Virtue,. is the Mind. 


One would think hitherto, continued the 
charming Luſinette, looking at me with the love- 
lieſt Eyes imaginable, that I am not, in the leaſt, 
concerned, in any of theſe Paſſages I have now 
5 been 
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been relating; alas! you will be able to judge 
but too ſoon, how greatly I am intereſted there- 
in: We are juſt coming to the fatal Place; how 
dear will it coſt me to relate it! Merciful Hea- 
1 vens! why was not [ left a Stranger to my Fate? 
At leaſt, it would have ſaved me from bluſhing 
1 many a Time, with Confuſion, at the dreadful 
Circumſtances, that attended my Birth! On ſay- 
ing this, the melancholy Remembrance extorted 
Tears from Lufmette's beauteous Eyes; I ſym- 
pathized with her ;- and could not help letting her 
ſee, how nearly her Sorrow affected me; ſhe 
took Notice thereof; thanked me for my kind 
Concern; fetched a deep Sigh ;- and thus went 
on with her Story. | 


eee. EUN 
Ty CHAP. VII. 
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Lucani, her Patience being tired out, endeavours, 
at lift, to find ſeme Way of mitigating the Ri- 
gour of her Confinement ; and unfortunately ſuc- 
- ceeds therein. - She falls in Love with ber own 
© Brother, without knowing it. An extraordi- 

nary” Machine invented, to facilitate an Inter- 
view between them. Lucani diſcovers the- In- 

. trigue. His _ thereat. 


THIN GS were in this Situation, when 
| Chance, which produces ſo many extraor- 
dinary Events, brought back from England, juſt 
at this Juncture, a Brother of Chebell?s ; who 
had entered very young, into the Service of a 
Roman Nobleman, that had long been abroad, on 
at foreign Courts. This young 0 
Wh 
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whoſe Name was Corbini, by Length of 'Time, 
faithful Service, and much Merit, was become 
Comptroller of his Maſter's Houſhold ; and had 
always behaved: himſelf with ſuch Diſcretion, 
that he was his chief Favourite, and had the Di- 

rection of all his Affairs. | 
The Embaſſador, after many Years Abſence, 
foreſeeing he ſhould have Leave, in a ſhort 
Time, to return to his native Country, ordered 
Corbini to ſet out for Rome before him, and pre- 
pare every Thing there for his Reception. The 
Comptroller, therefore, ever ſtudious to pleaſe his 
Maſter, not ſatisfied with having his Maſter's Pa- 
lace put irito exceeding good Repair, was willing 
to ſurprize him with ſomething new, and, ac- 
cordingly, knowing him to be mighty fond of 
fine Painting, he reſolved to employ one of the 
ableſt Hands to beautity a Gallery, which had 
always been ſo much neglected, that his Excel- 
lency never ſet Foot therein; in effect, it lay in 
ſuch Diſorder, it was not fit to be ſeen by any 

one. : 
Corbini, then, after having had this Gallery 
put into good Order, acquainted he Architect of 
whom he had made uſe, for repairing and adorn- 
ing the Palace, with his Deſign of having it em- 
belliſhed with fine Drawings ; and deſired him to 
point out the moſt celebrated Maſter for that Pur- 
poſe. The Architect immediately named Lucani; 
and Corbini beirg determined to ſpare neither Coſt 
nor Pains, not only to procure the beſt of Hands, 
but to have it finiſhed with the utmoſt Expediti- 
on, readily agreed to his Demands ;' though he 
had then ſullied his Reputation by the Character 
of being very exorbitant in his Prices. To put 
him into the better Humour, Corbini paid him 
| | | down 


LR} 

down beforehand Twenty Thouſand. Roman 
Crowns, with which Lucani was ſo highly de- 
lighted, that after having made the neceſſary Pre- 

arations for ſo conſiderable a Work, he ſet about 
it the very next Week, with a firm Reſolution, 
not to give over, till the whole was entirely com- 
pleated, | . | 
But, though the ſelf-intereſted Lucani might 


find his Account in this Undertaking, it was not 
the ſame with the unfortunate Chebella; before this 


Time ſhe had enjoyed ſome Moments Liberty; 
Lucani, who ſtill adored her, would be always pro- 
viding ſome Amuſement; and, as he ſtayed pret- 
ty much at Home, never confined her under 
Lock and. Key, unleſs when he went abroad ; 


which was not often. But the Caſe was very dif- 


ferent, from the Time of his undertaking the Gal- 
lery, where he was obliged to be from Morning 
*till Night; her Confinement was then continu- 
al, without any Intervals to ſoften the Rigour of 
her Deſtiny. 

In effect, three Months had already elapſed, 
without her ſeeing any End to her Troubles ; ſhe 


- imagined. this new Courſe of Life would laſt for 


ever, and took on grievouſly ; at laft, growing 
out of all Patience, and perfeQly deſperate at ſuch 
Uſage, which ſhe called inſupportable, and did 
not di ſhe had any Ways deſerved ; ſhe reſolv- 
ed fo make her Eſcape from him, if ever a fa- 
vourable Opportunity ſhould offer. For a Wo- 
man to deſire aught, and to endeavour to ſatisfy 
that Deſire, is one and the ſame Thing; accord- 
ingly, it was ſo with Chebella; and, unfortunately 
for her, it was not long before ſhe found the Means 
to gratify her Wiſh. | 
One Day, as ſhe was caſting her Eyes mourn- 
fully. all over her Room, and ſtudying to * 
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all her Huſband's Vigilance entirely uſeleſs, and 
of no Service, her Uneaſineſs induced her to lift 
up the Hangings in her Apartment, and ſearch 
narrowly with a Taper in her Hand, whether 
Chance would not direct her to ſome Place, 
by which ſhe might get away: In vain, however, 
had ſhe ferretted all about her Chamber; ſhe 
could not meet with any Thing that ſeemed likely 
to favour her Deſign; inſomuch that being quite 
fatigued with the Pains ſhe had taken, ſhe was 
going to reſolve upon reſting herielt contented, 
when it came into her Head to rummage all over 
her Cloſet, which was very large, as ſhe had about 
her Apartment. | 

Her Perſeverance did not prove in vain; upon 
looking behind a Capital Picture, which reached 
from the Cieling to the Floor, ſhe found an old 
Door, of which no Uſe had been made for many 
Years, and which was only faſtened up by an 
Iron Hook, almoſt eaten through with Ruſt. She 
was tranſported with Joy at this Diſcovery ; and 


taking up the firſt Thing that came to Hand, to 


break it open, ſhe found it no hard Matter to ef- 
fect it; which done, ſhe was again overjoyed with 
the View of a ſmall Pair of Back-Stairs, con- 
trived within the Wall (which was very thick) 
that carried her up to another little Cloſet, whoſe 


Window had no Bars, and looked into the Street. 


'This Sight filled her with SatisfaQtion ! ſhe beheld 
it with Pleaſure ; being fully perſuaded from that 
very. Moment, that ſooner or later, it would be 
the Means of recovering her Liberty. 7 
It was ſo late, when ſhe met with this Succeſs, 
that ſhe rightly judged it would be very impru- 
dent, by a long Stay, to run the Hazard of be- 
ing ſurprized by her Huſband; ſhe returned, 
5 therefore, 
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therefore, into her Bed- Chamber with her Head 
full of pleaſing Reflections, upon her ſo welcome | 
Diſcovery; the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope rejoice i 
and elevates the Mind, when one is unhappy, 


Scarce had Lucani ſet his Foot out of Doors next 


Morning, before Chebella haſtened to the Place fo Þ 
newly found out, and looked around her upon all 
the neighbouring Houſes, to ſee whether ſhe | 
could not ſet Eyes on any one who might be likely 
to contribute towards her Eſcape. Long had ſhe Þ 
been thus employed in vain ; when at laſt ſhe ob- 
ſerved in a Houſe facing hers a young Man in a 


Night-Gown, who ſeemed reading with great At- 


tention; and immediately pitched upon him, in 
her own Mind, to be her future Deliverer. : 
The Statelineſs of the Houſe, with ſome rich | 
Furniture ſhe could diſcern therein, made her 
juſtly conclude it belonged to ſome Nobleman; | 
bat her Imagination not ſtopping there, ſhe alſo | 
pleaſed herſelf with the Fancy, that the Unknown 
was the Maſter thereof; and that he was a Per- 
ſon of the greateſt Diſtinction. Taking this for 
granted, ſhe did not deſpair of his falling in Love | 
with her, if ſhe could but once draw his Eyes up- 
on her. In this Caſe, ſhe reſolved to get ac- 
quainted with him; confeſs to him ingenuouſly, 
how barbarouſly and tyrannically ſhe was uſed ; 
which ſhe likewiſe concluded would not-fail of 
moving her new Lover, and give him an Op- 
portunity of offering her his Aſſiſtance, of which 
ſhe was fully determined readily to accept, in her 
melancholy Condition; which, in her Opinion, 
was a ſufficient Warrant for her to proceed to the 
utmoſt Extremities. ; 
| Women are very apt to flatter themſelves, and 
depend mightily on the Power of their Charms ; 
and Chebella had more Reaſon than any one, to | 


hope 


1 

hope for every Thing from hers; however, that 
ſhe might not miſs ot a Conqueſt, which was of 
ſo much Importance to herſelf, ſhe thought it 
would not be ill-judged, to ſet off her natural 
Beauty, with all the Advantages which could 
heighten its Luſtre. Struck with this Thought, 
ſhe hurried to her Dreſſing- Room; ſeated herſelf 
at her Toilet; and adorned herſelf with every 
Thing. that could moſt attract the Sight, and ren- 

der her moſt killing, e 
This ſhe did without any Uneaſineſs, not being 
in the leaſt afraid of being ſurprized by her Huſ- 
band, whom ſhe had been long uſed not to ſee 
at Home, till Nine at Night. The handſomer a 
Woman is, the fonder ſhe is of her Toilet; the 
Looking-Glaſs being a ſecret Flatterer, whoſe 
Praiſes ſhe receives with Pleafure, © and from 
which, therefore, ſhe removes as little as poſſible. 
Accordingly, Chebella being ſatisfied with her 
own Charms, and fully perſuaded, that the Pains 
ſhe had taken to adorn herſelf would not be in vain, 
returned to the favourite Window, in Hopes that 
Chance, would induce the young Man to caſt his 
Eyes upon her. But ſhe was diſappointed in her 
ExpeCtation ; for he was ſo intent upon his Book, 
and ſq little did he look off from it; that ſhe judg- 
ed ſhe muſt not depend upon it; unleſs ſhe could 

find ſome Means, 6 divert him from his profound 

Attention to his Reading. | 
Women are very eager in their Deſires ; and 
yet more ſo in Italy, than in any other Place; 
Accordingly, Chebella, being quite out of Pati- 
ence at the great Compoſure of Mind wherewith 
the young Man applied himſelf to his Book, and 
reſolving if poſſible, to divert him from it, and 
draw his Eyes upon herſelf, began to ſing loud 
enough to be over heard by him. This had the 
"0-4. TS deſired 
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5 Aeſired Effect; for the Unknown, ſtruck with the 


4y, and is as. eaſily underſtood in thoſe hot Cli- | 


being willing enough to be perſuaded by him; and 
Lucani, notwithſtanding all his Bolts and Bars, was 


(Gardener who has the Growth of one particular 
favourite Plant at Heart, and neglects all the Reſt 
for! it; he is obſerved to be continually employed 


— - &S = — * ny r OE 4 — 
= = 1 =_ 3 Ako =— 2 : = — — — on 
1 1 == by —_— 2 : 7 * — — = I a . —— m — 
SE 6 an La LA — — — — — ; SS ied, yp - : 69” a 1 Þ 2 { « 
— 7 MY 0 - - l b _ K e | Red's 2 _ 
ils] Abt: wh. Cong * —— re : — e * 5 * — 2 X —— 
Ly" ey 3 2 - - n 7 — ** AE” ah — 5 * 2 * 
* ws + — mi - - OD hs * 
- ln ' " a 4 I . 3 N #. 
ACY TT EE ENT NE EE EET NS V5 r — 5 . * 
6 i * 8 * cd. Id 7” rn "2 * F A: * . " F ; *» £ a * 
3 - . 8 * > 4 < 2 
- * * 
7 2 g þ 
* » * 
% i oc 
* rs 


_ by ow — 264 << — — % e 1 = — 
— - — — — — — C = — =. 
- — BS ar” te Bos ee yu $4 
2 _ , 

Ty : — 8 9 > 

N SE hr - * : 
8 * 2 
: — 


ſible he may be envied the Poſſeſſion thereof, 
than his Fear of being deprived of it, makes him 


vain is all his Care and Uneaſineſs | A Neigh- 
bour who has long gueſſed at the Value of this 
Plant, by the particular {og per with which it 
is guarded, grudges him the 


1 himſelf Maſter of it. In vain does the Gardener 
lament, he has No- body to blame but himſelf; 
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Harmony of a Voice, to which he had never be- 
fore been uſed, raiſed up his Head; look'd around þ 
him; ſaw the Wife of Lucani; 8 was ſo much 
tranſported, with her Charms, that he threw | 
down his Book; got up; and gave her to under- | 
Nand, by a maſk reſpectful Bow, and an expreſ- 
ſive Sign he made to her, at the ſame Time, how | 
greatly,he was tranſported with her Beauty. I 

Talking with the Fingers, is as common in Tra- 


nike, fra Wages 2 


mates, as the Declarations, which are here ſaid 
to be made by your Beaux in theſe Countries; 
however, that be, theſe new Lovers were not Gila 
eeable to each other; accordingly, young Cor- 
Bini, (tor he was the Gallant) being as handſome 
for a Man, as Chebella, for a Woman, found no | 
great Difficulty in bringing her to his Beck, ſhe 


Outwitted by them. 
An old Huſband, who is jealous, is like a 
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in examining how it thrives, and no ſooner is ſen- 
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carefully watchful how to preſerve it: But, in 


njoyment thereof; 
watches a favourable Opportunity, and makes 
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which was dear to him, perhaps, he might not 


have rendered others ſo deſirous of poſſeſſing it: 


But, let us return from whence we have digreſ- 


Greateſt Part of the Day was ſpent at the 
Window, in talking to each other with their 
Fingers; to which Piece of Prudence (as it would 
have been thought by others) the Eevers give the 


4 Name of Timorouſneſs; the Fear of being over- 
heard, however, by the Neighbours, kept them 


a little within Bounds. This Obſtacle cauſing 
them ſome [iIneafineis, and, at the ſame Time, 
heightening their Deſires, a Remedy was found 


* 4 thereto next Day; this was to write to each o- 


ther, and convey their Letters to and fro, by the 
Means of a long Rod, with a Slit at the End 
thereof. 5 5 1 
It is by no Means ſurprizing, that Chebellay- 
being thus enabled to ſignify her Mind to her 
new Admirer, ſhould fully inform him of her de- 
plorable Condition; nor that young Corbin, full 
of Fire, laying hold on that Opportunity, ſhould 
propoſe to her, the admitting him to a private 
Interview, on Pretence of conſulting together, 
what Meaſures to take, to deliver her from her 
intolerable Confinement. We are all very frail 
when we are in Love; eſpecially, when our In- 
clination prompts us to agree to the Thing re- 
queſted ; and, the Heart, like a Traitor, within 
a beſieged Fortreſs, is ready, at the firſt Sum- 
mons, to betray it to the Enemy. Such was 
then the Caſe of poor Chebella; accordingly, the 
only Objection ſhe made to Corbini's Demand, 
was the Difficulty of getting to each other. 
This her eager Lover eaſily ſurmounted; he 
cauſed a Machine to be made, that went upon 
little Wheels, and was juſt as high as her Win- 
c "Rk dow 


. | 
dow; to the Top of this, by the Means of Pul. 
lies and Hinges, were faſtened two or three 
Planks, well joined together, which would juſt 
reach from his own Chamber, to the Cloſet of 
Cbebella; and which might be raiſed up or let 
down, with great Eaſe, like a Draw Bridge, by 
the Help of a ſufficient Counterpoiſe at one End: 
'This Machine, then, being wheeled between the 
two Windows, and raiſed up by the Counterpoiſe 
juſt to the Height of Chebella's reſted ſo ſecurely at 
the other End, upon the Ledges thereof, that any 


one might pais over it, as a Bridge, from one 


Window to the other. : | 
This ingenious Invention being finiſhed, the a- 
morous Corbini acquainted his Miſtreſs therewith, 


and propoſed the making 'Tryal thereof that very 


ö Night. Chebella began then to be ſenſible, what a 


Hazard ſhe ſhould run, in admitting her Lover to 


viſit her, in her own Apartment; where the leaſt Þ 


Noiſe might awaken her jealous Husband ; ac- 


cordingly, ſhe acquainted Corbini with her Fears, | 
Hereupon, he entered into Particulars, and en- 


quired whether Lucani lay in her Chamber; to 
which ſhe then, anſwered in the Negative; the 
Lover, quite impatient, to have anearer Converſa- 
tion with ſo inviting a Beauty, again preſſed her 
ſo earneſtly, ſwearing to be ſo much upon his 
Guard, that ſhe ſhould not have the leaſt Room 
for any Apprehenſions, that ſhe at laſt conſented. 
In effect, the imprudent Chebella was too much 
in Love herſelf to fruſtrate the Hopes of ſo paſ- 
ſionate an Admirer ; wherefore; ſhe only recom- 
mended it again to him, to be very diſcreet, and 
Eleven at Night was the Hour appointed, for 
making the ſo much wiſhed for Experiment. 

Not to keep you in Suſpence, the beforemen- 
tioned Machine anſwered their utmoſt ExpeQati- 
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ons; and it was then agreed, their Interviews 
ſnould be conſtantly three Nights every Week. 
I ſhall not pretend to acquaint you, what might 
be Subject of the Converſation of theſe two ven- 
turous Lovers; it never came to my Knowledge: 
What I have been aſſured of is, that this Inter- 
courſe between them, laſted for ſeveral Months 
without its being interrupted by the leaſt. croſs 
Accident; this continual Calm preſaged a Storm, 
and, accordingly, it was not long, before it fell 

upon them very heavily. _ 

What I muſt by no Means omit, is a Circum 
ſtance, of whoſe Importance you will be ſen- 
ſible, in its proper Place. As much in Love, 
as Corbini was, he was not unapprized of the 
Danger to which he expoſed himſelf, in paſſing 
ſo often from his own Window to that of Chebe/la ; 
a Plank might break or give Way ; or his Foot 
might ſlip ; in which Caſe, his Death was inevi- - 
table, to ward againſt this, therefore, as much 
as poſſible, being in ſome. Meaſure, Maſter of 
the Street, which was neither a 'T horough-Fare, 
nor much frequented (by Reaſon that ſo much 
thereof was taken up, by the Back- ſide of the 
Embaſſador's Hotel) he had a large Dunghill laid 
there above a Yard deep, upon divers Pretences, 
which no one pretended to contradict, that it 
might contribute to his Safety, in Caſe of any 
Mis fortune. 

In all Probability, the . be- 
tween theſe two Lovers, might have laſted 
much longer, had it not been for a Circumſtance, 
owing purely to Chance; or to ſpeak more juſtly, . 


to an.over-ruling Providence. Heaven, which. 


had no Doubt, determined to puniſh their Offen- 
ces, had ſo ordered. it, as has been already ob- 
2 ſerved, 


GE 1 
ſerved, that Lucani was the Artiſt, upon whom 
Corbini had pitched, to embelliſh the Gallery 
before- mentioned with Paintings. During the 
frirſt Months, he was employed wholly about the 
Corners; but having once finiſhed them, he 
went to work upon the Middle of the Ceiling ; 
and placed himſelf unfortunately over againſt 
Chebella's Window. This Accident however, 
might poſſibly not have been attended with any 
Hl Confequences, had it not been for the prodigi- 
ous Tmprudence of the two Lovers. | 
The Scaffolding, upon which Luci fat, to 
paint the Ceiling, being raiſed higher than the 
Windows, from whence the Correſpondence was 
carried on, he could never have ſet Eyes on them 
from thence ; but he muſt have been abſolutely 
deaf, not to have overheard the Converſation, 
which mutually paſſed between them, and that 
without any Manner of Caution, even at Noon- 
Day. In effect, Corbini and Chebella, being 
hurried away by their Paſſion, and growing more 
raſh and venturous, by Reaſon of the Quiet they 
had *till then enjoyed, talked together ſo loud, 
and their Diſcourſe was animated with ſo much 
Paſſion and 'Tenderneſs, and ſpoken in a Manner 
ſo moving and affecting, that however intent the 
Painter was upon his Work, it diverted him from 
it; and he could not forbear giving Attention 
_ thereto.” © | Es | 
The Sound of a Woman's Voice, eſpecially 
his own Wife's, when a Man is ſuſceptible of 
Jealouſy, ftrikes him, and makes terrible Impreſ- Þ 
ſions; particularly if ſhe utters any Thing, that 
may give Umbrage, and create Miſtruſt: Ac- 
cordingly, Lucani nettled to the very. Quick, 
Tomes down from his Scaffold. 'The Eye: of a 
Huſband, let People ſay what they will, ate but 
e : | | too 
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too clear- ſighted: In effect, Lucani ſpies out his 
Wife, and thunder- ſtruck thereat, his Pallet, and 
Pencils drop out of his Hand; he turns as pale 
as Death; his Legs fail him, and he trembles 
from Head to Foot; but, at the ſame Time, he 

is ready to burſt with Fur. 
Had it not been for the Diſorder and Weakneſs 
occaſioned: in him, by the Surprize, he would 
have gone directly, to have revenged himſelf on 


her for the Outrage; but he could not ſtand: 


His: Jealouſy, however, was as good to him as 
the moſt poweriul Cordial, and ſoon. reſtored 
him to his Strength and Senſes. A Man who is 
infected with that dreadful Diſtemper, takes a 


Pleaſure in ſeeking freſh Matter wherewith to 


feed his Diſeaſe; accordingly, Lucani forſakes 
every Thing elſe, to liſten again to the Diſcourfe 
of the two | $064 let any one judge then, how 
great his Rage and Fury muft be; every Ex- 
preſſion of his Wife's is dictated by the moſt 
lively and tender Paſſion; each Word is as a 


Dagger which pierces him to the Heart. Beſides, 


if theſe too expreſſive Proofs, of the moſt ardent 
Love, had been uttered: through Iron Grates, by 
which Means he might have thought his Honour- 
ſafe, he might perhaps have been comforted 
and pacified ; but, being ſpoken from a Window, 
that might be ſcaled; to which he was quite a 
Stranger; and being entirely ignorant of its be- 
longing to his own Houſe; this it was that tranſ- 
ported him to the utmoſt Rage; nor could he 
comprehend by what Means his Wife had been 
able to render all his wiſe Precautions of no 
Effect. | : 

Exaſperated to the laſt Degree, at all theſe 
Conſiderations, he had a Mind, a ſecond Time, 
5 7 2:00 
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to run Home, and ſacrifice Chebella to his juſt 


Reſentment; but a ſudden Thought ſtopt him 
for a Moment; his Tenderneſs for his Wife re- 
vived, and began to intercede in her Favour; 
ſuggeſting, that ſhe might not yet be entirely cri- 
minal; his Honour might ſtill be untouched; 
and Appearances were often deluſive. A Man, 
who 1s well acquainted with the World, has been 
very converſant therein, has read much, and been 
addicted to Study, finds ſome Relief, and Com- 
fort in Moderation; but then, it is dangerous in- 
deed when a Huſband, endued with all theſe 
Qualities, is conſtrained by undeniable Proofs of 
Guilt, to throw off the Character here deſcribed. 
The Anger of ſuch a Man reſembles Lightning ; 
it is. a Fire, which gives no Warning ; but ſtrikes, 
and burns as ſuddenly and effect ally as that 
without its being poſſible to ward off the Blow. 
Accordingly, Lucani, notwithſtanding the cru- 
el Anguiſh that preyed inwardly upon his Spirits, 
did not return Home, till his uſual Hour; being 
reſolved, not to give his Wife any Reaſon, to 
harbour the leaſt Miſtruſt of him: He had his 
Deſign in ſo doing. After Supper, he withdrew 
to his own- Apartment, pretending to have the 
Head-Ach, and even went to Bed, where he lay 
ſome Time; when, by this Means, he had left 
no Room for Suſpicion, and conſequently, had 
put Chebella entirely off her Guard; he ſlipt out 
of his Houſe, with the utmoſt Caution; placed 
himſelf where he might lie perdue, and ſee all 


that paſſed; and was not long before he diſco- 


vered but too much. 


Heaven, which had determined at this Junc- 


ture, to wreak its long-delayed Vengeance, on 
theſe. two ſecure Lovers, had fo ordered it, that 


this was the Night appointed for their Meeting; 
accordingly. 
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accordingly, the Machine was wheeled to the 
uſual Place, at the accuſtomed Hour; Lucani, 
aſtoniſhed at a Phenomenon ſo extraordinary, 
could hardly believe his Eyes; but waited with 


a Rage and Impatience not to be expreſſed, to 


ſee what would be the Conſequence ot this aerial 
Bridge. Too ſoon, alas! was he Witneſs theres 
to; too ſoon did the Sight of Corbin, entering at 
the fatal Window, convince him of his Misfor- 
tune. 


EN EEN EUN EE EIN 
CHAP. vir 


The Death of Chebella. A Battle enſues there» 
upon, between Corbini and the Sbirri Luſt. 
nette's extraordinary Birth. Lucani di/owns 
ber, and proſecutes Corbini with the utmoſt 
Fury. Corbini acquitted; and Luſinette de- 
clared Lucani's Daughter. His Rage there- 
at, which cauſes his Death. Luſinette forced 
into a Nunnery, by ber Guardian; and why. 
Comes out in Spite of bis Teeth, and goes ta 
France. A monſtrous Match there propoſed ta 
ber. | 

II would require a much greater Fluency of Ex- 
preſſion than I am Miſtreſs of, purſued Luſi- 

nette, to deſcribe in a lively Manner the Rage 


wherewith Lucani was tranſported at the Sight of 


this fatal Proof of his Diſhonour. He recollected 
himſelf, however, for ſome Moments, that he 
might the better ſtudy in what Manner to diſplay 
the Fury of his Revenge. He has no Room to 
queſtion but his Wife and her Gallant will fall 
Victims to his Reſentment ; but, in order to ſur- 

| ; 1 prize 
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prize them the better, it is neceſſary he ſhould 
moderate his Anger, be Maſter of his Steps, and 
reſtrain his Rage, ?rill he can vent it ſecurely and 
unavoidably on their Heads. 
14 What puzzled him moſt, was, that he was 
quite a Stranger to the Stage where this bloody 
Tragedy was quickly to be acted; he had taken 
good Notice, however, that the Window was 
pretty near that belonging to the Apartment 
wherein he had locked up Chebella; but he could 
not by any. Means. imagine - by what Miracle ſhe 
could 6nd the Way to get out of her Chamber, 
and up thither, without his perceiving it in the 
leaſt. e . 
Full of theſe Reflections, he returns again 
Home; ſteals up the Stairs without Noiſe ; o- 
pens the Door of his Wife's Room, as ſoftly as 
ene advances towards the Bed, with his 
Dagger uplifted in one Hand, and a dark Lan- 
thorn in the other; but the Lovers had never 
carried their Imprudence ſo far, as to venture to 
have their Interviews in this Chamber. Lucani 
then, as was obſerved before, goes directly to- 
wards the Bed; opens the Curtains; holds up his 
Lanthorn; and looks every where; But can find 
none of the intended Victims He then ſearches 
all over the Cloſet; at laſt, he ſees the fatal 
Door; diſcovers the Back-Stairs; and endea- 
vours to creep up without any Noiſe; but ſuch 
Deſigns, with whatever Reſolution a Man arms 
himſelf, are ſeldom carried on to Execution, 
without creating ſuch an Emotion in him, as is 
apt to make him guilty of ſome Blunder. | 
Accordingly, Lucani ſtumbles in going up the 
Back-Stairs, and makes a Noiſe in-endeavouring- 
to ſave himſelf; and the Lovers, alarmed there- 
at, haye Recourſe to Flight for their Security 4.7 
8 the. 
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the Lanthorn Lucani carried, to enable him to 


find them out, betrays him, and ſhews him at 
their Heels; Cordini gets firſt out at the Win- 
dow, and holds out his Hand to aſſiſt the trem- 
bling Cbebella; but the incenſed Hutband ap- 
pears that very Minute; already he 1s at the 
Window, and follows his Wite out thereat; al- 
ready his Arm is ſtretched out, and the Dagger 
uplifted, juſt going to ſtrike; the terrified Vic- 
tim ſtrives to hurry on, to avoid the dreadful im- 
pending Stroke ; but vain are all her Efforts, ſhe 
only eicapes one Death to meet another! Her 
Foot ſlips, and ſhe falls into the Street. | 
Hereupon Corbini, ſeeing but too plainly, that 
all his Aſſiſtance had been unavailing to the un- 
happy Chebella, haſtened into his own Apartment; 
with Deſign, however, to have his unfortunate 
Miſtreſs removed, and let Blood, in caſe her Fall 
did not prove mortal. 1 

On the other Hand, Lucani was quite outra- 
geous at having, in ſome Meaſure, miſſed his 
Revenge; though it comforted him a little, that 


he was delivered from an unfaithful Wife, with- 


out having imbrued his Hands in her Blood: 
Greatly enraged, however, that he had ſuffered 
the Gallant, who had ſeduced her, to eicape 
with Life, he reſolves to take the ſecureſt Way, 
to make him fall a Sacrifice to his injured Ho- 
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Fully bent on this, he hurries out; goes to 
the * Sbirri, and places them in Ambuſh in the 
Street; not in the leaſt doubting, but his Wite's 
Lover would cauſe her Body to be removed. 
Thus perſuaded, he makes them obſerve a moft 

| | profound 


* Sbirri, a Sort of Guard fo call'd at Rome, in the 
Nature of our Watchmen. 


towards the Place from whence they came, and 


* 


4 . 
profound Silence, and ſoon after a Door opens; 
upon which he gives the Signal agreed on de⸗ 
tween them. By this Time the Lights that are 
brought illuminate the Scene, and a Woman, 
ſtretched out at her Length, without any Sign of 
Life, is perceived to be carried off. Lucani tells 
the 1 Barigello it is his Wife; upon which the 
Sbirri fall upon Corbini, who calls out for Help, 
and defends himſelf, in the mean while, with great 


Bravery. The Servants of the Hotel run to his 


Aſſiſtance, whereupon the Face of Affairs is ſoon 


changed; Corbin? is diſengaged from his Anta- 


goniſts, and more Domeſticks pouring out upon 
them every Minute, the $birr: are obliged to 


betake themſelves to Flight, and abandon the 


Corpſe of the unfortunate Chebella, to the tri- 
umphant Corbini, who retires into the Hotel, 
with all the Servants, and faſtens the Gates after 
him. | 
As ſoon as they had Jifdppedred, the Barigello, 
the Shirri, and Lucani, who had been obliged to 
uit the Field, in order to ſave themſelves from 
the Fury of the Domeſticks of the Hotel, return- 


ed to the fatal Spot, where the unhappy Accident 
| had happened; and the Barigello, as in Duty 


bound, being willing to give the beſt Account he 
could of this melancholy Affair, and deſirous not 
to omit any Circumſtance which might tend to- 
wards an Inſight into the Truth, looked about 
every where ver carefully, with Torches, whe- 
ther no Spots of Blood could be found, which 
might create Suſpicion of an Aſſaſſination. 

Whilſt he was thus employed, the Cries of a 
new- born Infant induced him to direct his Steps 


the 


1 Barigells, the Officer who commands them, 3 4 
* ſame Manner as our Conſtable. 1 


[a7 1 
the Condition, wherein it lay, rendered it very 
evident it had not been many Minutes in the 
World, but muſt have owed its Birth to the Fall 
of the unfortunate Chebella An experienced 
Midwife who was immediately ſent for, and ]] W 
came along with the $birri, declared it could no 
poſſibly be otherwiſe. Words would but faintly 
expreſs the Rage and Fury of Lucani, at this new 
and diſagreeabſe Diſcovery; he ſhuddered with 
Paſſion, and trembled from Head to Foot; at 
| laſt, when his Deſpair could find Utterance, he 
cry'd out, O the Traitreſs! O unparallelled 
Abuſe! I ſwear by all that is moſt ſacred, I am 
not the Father of that Brat : Having thus ſpoken, 
he fell down, without any Senſes, at the Foot of 
the Barigello. | | 
Could you have thought it, Sir, cry'd Luſi- 
nette, addreſſing herſelf to me, with her Face co- 
vered over with Bluſhes, and looking me ſtedfaſt- 
ly in the Face, that I, who am now accoſting 
you, am this Child of Darkneſs; and that, 5 
you will give Credit to the unjuſt Frenzy of Lu- 
cani, I am an Obje& of Horror, fit only to be 
abandoned as an Outcaſt. Would not he, in his 
Fury, induce any one to think, I was fullied with 
the blackeſt of Crimes before I was born; and 
was indebted, for an unfortunate Life, to my 
Mother's own Brother. Alas! is it not much 
more reaſonable to be directed in our Judgment, 
by the Deciſion of a venerable Court, who, by 
an authentic Decree, aſſigned. me my real Fa- 
ther? 3 | | 
Whilſt the Sh irri removed Lucani, in order to 
bring him again to Life, the Barigello lifted me 
up, and enjoined the Midwife to ſee Care taken 
of me, until my Fate ſhould' be decided; which 
done, he drew up his Account of this intricate 

Vor. IL K Affair: 


Afar And the very next "5M Luconi being 
come. to himſelf, Gorbini was ſurtimoned, indiQed, 
and proſecuted, with the..utmoſt Severity by Lu- 
Fan, whoſe ingonſiderate Fury prompted him, to 


evenge that Wa his f injured Honour; and 
he Death of a 28 hole Loſs, as falfe as 
he believed her, he could not think on without 
Tears. 

Accordingly, Corbini was at once accuſed of 
debauching, raviſhing, and an inceſtuous Com- 
merce with Chebella, his own Siſter, and the Wife 
of Lucani; not being willing, therefore, to run 
the Hazard, of waiting the Iſſue of a Proſecuti- 
on from which, as he was friendleſs, he could 
never have got off without a Miracle, he betook 
hi nſelf to Flight; haſtened away to his Maſter; 
acquainted him with. the whole Story; 1 and j im- 
Plored his, Protection. | 


This Step was of infinite Service to him; fs 


the Embaſſador, whoſe Favourite he was, as has 
been already obſerved, exerted, ſo ſeaſonably and 
powerfully, his Credit and Intereſt in his Behalf, 
and ſo fair a Turn was given to the whole Aﬀair, 

at Lucani not only ſaw Corbini (who. had ſur- 


rendered himſelf ): acquitted, but was condemned 


to make him Satisfaction for the Proſecution; 
acknowledge me for. his Daughter; and reim- 
burſe him all the Coſt and Charges of the Suit; 
which Corbini generouſly forgave him. 

'This Sentence 1s very particular, cried I, with- 
out being able to forbear interrupting Luſinette ; 
what Defence could then be made, againft a 
Charge that ſeems ſo plain, and ſo well ſupported, 

and proved. What cannot Truth and Innocence 
do, anſwered Luſinette, eſpecially when aſſiſted 
bal, the, Subtleties, and arifu} Subterfuges of 


Law? 
According 
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Accordingly, the Anſwer of Corbini was very 
plain and plauſible; the Purport thereof was 
this: hat at his Return from England, having 
been informed his. Siſter was barbarouſly treated 


by her Huſband, he had been ſo much concerned 


thereat, as well as at having been refuſed to ſee 
her ſometimes, that he confeſſed he had ſought 
an Opportunity ot comforting her ; that, however, 
upon mature Confideration,, being afraid of 
rendring her thereby yet more unhappy than ſhe 
was, he had afterwards given over that Deſign; 
but that, untortunately for his Siſter, it coming 
to her Ears, that her Brother lived in a Houſe 
oppoſite to hers, ſhe had managed Matters ſo, 
that ſhe had found the Means to acquaint; him 
with the inhuman Utage ſhe met with; that, 
amongſt ſeyeral other Inſtances of her Huſband's 
Cruelty, his Siſter had given him to underſtand, 
that without any Manner of Reaſon, he daily 
threatened to poiſon her, as ſoon as ever he 
ſhould, be weary of her; that hereupon, the poor 
Woman, being terrified to Death, at a ſullen 
gloomy Temper, with which he had been poſ- 
ſeſſed for divers Months, during which he had 
kept her cloſe confined; and being afraid her 
Troubles , would never have any End but with 
her Life; had 172 herſelf to him, her Bro- 
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find out ſome Means to ſave her Life; that to 
this End, he had deviſed the Machine ſet forth 
in day Charge; 3 that PAS , been ſurprized bo 
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ber barbarous Huſband, juſt as he was about to 
deliver. Chebella from his cruel Hands, the Fear'of 
a Dagger, wherewith he purſued her, had been 
the Occaſion of her unfortunate Fall and Death, 
as alſo of my Birth; that even he himſelt owed his 
Safety only to his Flight; and that he was, there- 
fore, greatly ſurprized, that an Action, to which 
be was prompted, and even bound by the 'Tyes 
of Nature and common Humanity, ſhould be 
repreſented in the moſt criminal Light : He con- 
cluded with ſaying, that he comforted hiniſelf, 
} owever, for this monſtrous and terrible Injuſtice, 
by his Confidence in the profound Penetration of 
his Judges, who, he truſted, would have ſuffici- 
ent Diicernment to diſtinguiſh between Guilt 
and Innocence. 1 bh 
_ *, This was the Colour they gave to this nice Af- 
fair ; and, to add more Strength thereto, Corbini, 
being well adviſed, demanded to have Lucani's 
Houſe ſearched ; aſſuring the Court that the 
Dagger above-mentioned would be found there: 
In Effed, his Requeſt was granted ; and the Po- 
niard, which Lucani had not had the Precaution 
to hide, was accordingly produced ; which cor- 
roborating Circumſtance, as little to be relied on, 
as it was in itſelf, contributed not a little” to his 
getting the better of the Cauſe. 


” Mortified and exaſperated to the laſt Degree, 


t having.thus miſſed his Revenge, Lucari, who, 
ar from expecting to ſee himſelf caſt, thought to 
nave had Corbin; ſentenced to Death, took the 
Judgment of the Court ſo much to Heart, and 


above all, was ſo intolerably enraged at being 


obliged to acknowledge me for his Daughter, 
that he died with Deſpair thereat. 1 


had appointed me a Guardian; for Fear my Fa- 
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It hapened that before his Deceaſe, the Court 
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| cher, in Revenge, ſhould make any Attempt up- 


on my Life; and unfortunately for me, the 
Effects, that fell to me, when Lucani ended his 
wretched Days, were ſo conſiderable, and the 
Poſſeſſion thereof ſo ſweet, that, as ſoon as ever 
I was, marriageable, my Guardian propoſed the 
making me his Wife. I had conceived an un- 
accountable Averſion to him, from my moſt ten- 
der Infancy ; and, accordingly, on this Occaſion, 
I did not ſcruple to let him know I would not be 
his on any manner of Terms; neither would I 
ever conſent to any ſuch unſuitable Overtures, 
This my Sincerity was by no Means well reliſh- 
ed; and, accordingly, as I had, till then, been 
brought up entirely ignorant of my Fate, to pu- 
niſh me for my ridiculous Haughtineſs, as he cal- 
led it, he diſcovered to me all the horrible Circum- 
ſtances which had attended my Birth. © 
I ſhuddered thereat, and trembled, but did not 
alter my Reſolution ; all he could ſay to me on 
this Head was to no Purpole ; neither could he 
daunt me, by his Threatnings to revive a Law- 
Suit, the Loſs of which would reduce me to 
Beggary : I had ſufficient good Senſe, though ve- 
ry young, to be convinced within myſelf that this 
Wretch, who was actuated more by Intereſt, 
than by Love, would not ſuffer any one to inter- 
meddle with my Affairs, which he looked upon, 
at the Bottom, as his own ; being fully determi- 
ned, at all Events, to convert my Fortune to his 
own Uſe : Beſides this, it would not have been 
eaſy to have brought my Legitimacy into Queſ- 
tion, after an expreſs Decree of a ſupreme Court 
of Judicature had been obtained in my Favour. 
During a whole Month, my Guardian had 
Recourſe to all imaginable Stratagems, to in- 
duce me to condeſcend to his Will ; but finding, 
3 at 
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at laſt, that all his Attempts to that | Purpoſe 
Would be in vain, and infinitely incenſe thereat, 
he alledged certain Reaſons, deviſed by his, Ma- 
lice, that he might have a Pretence for confinirg 
me in a Convent, where he ſuffered me to want 
even Neceſſaries; aſſuring me, at the ſame Time, 
he would render me miferable for the Remainder 
of my Days, unleſs I changed my Reſolution in 
his Favour, So far, however, was this barbarous 
Base from inducing me to comply with his 
eſire, that it exaſperated me, and increaſed my 
Averſion to him to that Degree, that I deter- 
mined within myſelf, rather to die of Want 
and Grief, than to conſent to be joined in 
Wedlock to my cruel Perſecutor and Tor- 
EE Eo on 3 
In the mean While, I ſpent” my Days and 
Nights in Tears continually ; and every one pitied 
my hard Fortune: Amongſt the Reſt, the French 
Embaſſador's Lady, whom Heaven, no Doubt, 
11.clined to retire for a While into that Con- 
vent, in crder to alleviate my Sorrows, declared 
herſelf in my Fayour ; and propofed to me, to 
carry me with her to Paris, when ſhe ſet out for 
that City, as ſhe was about to do very ſoon, This 
Offer, which if it took Effect, would ſhelter me 
from the Perſecution of my villainous Guardian, 
tranſported me fo much, that I threw myſelf at 
the Feet of the Emb ſſadreſs, to teſtity my ſincere 
Acknowledgment. to her; acquainting her how- 
ever with my. uſt Fears, hat my Tormentor 
ou malicioufly oppoſe, her good Intentions, in 
my Behalf, on Pretence of the Reaſons before- 
mentioned; of which I informed her. 93 0 
Hereupon, my generous Benefactreſs promiſed 
to make my Caſe her own, and to remove this 
Difficulty ; accordingly, in effect one Wee 
| Fo er 
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for not having provided againſt the Misfortune 
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her Mouth made all Things eaſy; my Tyrant 


durſt not draw upon himſelf a Perſon of ſuch 


great Power and Intcreſt. He choſe, therefore, 
rather to do Things ſeemingly. with a good 
Will; and gave me Whatever was requiſite, to 


enable me to appear ſuitably to the Station of 


one of her Women, in which Quality the Fm- 


baſſadreſs was pleated to receive me; he hoped, 


no Doubt, it would be the laſt Money he ſhould' 
diſburie for me; and that, what by my being 
removed fo jar ffom him, what by ſome unfore- 
ſeen Accidents which might happen, he ſhould 
remain peaceable Poſſeſſor of my Subſtance as in- 
deed he is to this Day. 

I thought, however, I had recovered new Life, 


as ſoon as my Condition was changed; and in- 
deed, the Favours with which my kind Prote&- 


reſs loaded me, when I 'was come with her to 
Paris, gave me Reaſon to think'T ſhould then 
be the happieſt Creature in the World ; but 
ought I to have reckoned upon any ſuch Thing, 
after the inauſpicious Omens that had attended 
my Birth? A ſudden Illneſs carried off my ge- 
nerous Benefactreſs; and all my Comfort, under 
this cutting Misfortune, was, that having been 
recommended by her, before her Deceaſe, to the 
Dutche's De „ her Relation, her Grace was 
pleaſed to receive te in the ſame Quality, and 
treat me with the ſame Goodneſs. | 

About a Year had I been with her Grace, and 
had ſtudied, with the utmoſt Care, and Diligence, 
to do every Thing that might be agreeable to her, 


when one Day, ſending for me into her Cloſet, 


Lufinette, ſaid ſhe, you are young, and have 
neither Father nor Mother, nor Friend; I may 
chance to die, and I ſhould then reproach myſelf 


to 


e 
to which you would be expoſed, in being left 
at your own Diſpoſal too fon; my Deſign, 
therefore, is to prevent this, by helping you to a 
Huſband. 5 5 
Ah! Madam, cried I, interrupting her Grace, 
and frightened to Death at this Propoſal, (ima- 
gining my Guardian had cauſed Application to be 
made to her for this Purpoſe) do not be in a Hur- 
ry to render me unhappy ; I prefer the Honour of 
belonging to you, to all the Huſbands in the Uni- 
verſe. . it, is very well, reſumed the Dutcheſs, 
ſmiling ; and ſeeming highly pleaſed with the At- 
tachment I expreſſed to her Perſon: but one muſt. 
have ſome Settlement in this World; the State 
of a Maid, and eſpecially an old Maid, is very 
diſagreeable; our youthful Days paſs away like a 
Shadow; a Flower without a Prop, cannot long 
ſuſtain itſelf, but decays viſibly : You are not rich, 
and poſſibly may never recover what is your 


Right, out of the Hands of your felf-intereſted 


Guardian; and, when one is arrived at a certain 
Age, and begins to want Neceſſaries, one regrets, 
though too late, the not having done like others; 
1 have ſome Experience in the World, and have 
every Day Opportunities of ſeeing theſe Truths 
JJ... A 4 CORSET 
But you ſay you are unwilling to leave me; if 
that is the only Reaſon of your being averſe to 


Marriage, it will be eaſy to find a Remedy for it; 


well, Child, purſued the Dutcheſs, with a graci- 
ous Smile, you ſhall continue ſtill with me, the 
one need not prevent the other; the Huſband I 
deſign you belongs to me; in ſhort, it is Carelly 
the Comptroller of my Houthold ; who is a tho- 
rough honeſt Man, though in a very tickliſh Place. 
He has taken a Fancy to you ; but durit not de- 


clare his Sentiments, till he knew whether they. 
. 12 | would ; 
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would not be 1 to me; and I am fo 


well pleaſed with this Proof of his Regard, which 
ſhews his Attachinent to my Service, that I eſ- 
pouſe his Cauſe heartily ; beſides, he deſires 
no other Advantage than ; 

But you are in Tears, Luſenette, continued her 
Grace, ſpeaking to me very kindly; go, you are 
a Fool; you don't know your own Happineſs ; 
any other but yourſelf would be tranſported with 
Joy Tell me, what is it you don't like in the 

{atch I propole to you? Is it becauſe your Lo- 
ver 1s advanced in Yeu 2 Nonſenſe! Infatuati- 
on! Ridiculous Prepoſſeſſion! Moſt young 
Wenches, indeed, are very filly upon this Head ; 
and yet Experience ſhews them every Day, that 
neither Beauty nor Youth render a Marriage 
State happy. 

In effect, an old Huſband is a complaiſant Huſ- 
band; whilft a young Man loves nothing but 
himſelf and his Pleaſure ; ; and, being a Prey to 
all his Paſſions, hates every Thing that oppoſes 
him in his Deſire of ſatisfying them. But, how- 
ever that be, concluded her Grace, with an abſo- 
lute Tone of Voice, I am come to a Reſolution, 
as to what relates to you; I think what ! propoſe 
is for your Good; do you refle& upon it, and 
come to a Determination: ; but, remember this, 
I inſiſt either on being obeyed, or your never pre- 
ſuming to. appear more in my Sight. 

This Order was ſo peremptory, that I had not 
Courage enough to refute ſubmitting to'it; ac- 
cordingly, I promiled to comply therewith ; ; and 
this Tractableneſs made her Grace reaſſume the 
gracious Air, which my ſeeming averſe to her 
Propoſal had induced her to lay aſide. In effect, 
it was not any Diſlike to the Comptroller of the 


2 2 that had caufed me to appear unwil- 
ling 
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ling to accept of her Grace's Offer; on the con- 
trary, 1 had found in myſelf a ſecret Inclination 
for him, before this Marriage was ſo much as 
thought on; I had been pretty frequently in his 
Company ; his Countenance had pleaſed me the 
very firſt Time I ever {et Eyes on him; and J ab 
ways looked upon him with Delight. 

To return from whence I have digreſſed, no 
ſooner had the Dutcheſs informed Carelly that! 
had conſented to give him my Hand, than he flew 
to me with the utmoſt Eagerneſs, and teſtified his 


i. joy and SatisfaQtion by the moſt lively "Tranſports, 


e had no Reaſon to complain of the Reception 
he met with from me; and, in ſhort, the Conſe- 
uence thereof was, that it was reſolved, we 
thould be married immediately after her Grace's 
Return from Court, where ſhe was obliged to con- 
tinue in waiting for a Month, ſhe being deter- 
mined to honour our Nuptials with her Pre- 
lence _ 
During this Delay, Carelhy hardly ever ſtirred 
from me, but was always endeavouring to prevent 
even my Wiſhes, by the moſt Ng Services; 
in ſhort, 1 had accuſtomed myſelf o much to his 
Company, and had conceived fo real an Affection 
for him, that 1 longed with an equal, Impatience, 
to ſee the Day of our intended Wedding arrive. 
He uſed often to give me the tender Name of 
Child, and I frequently called him Papa; and, 
indeed, we each of us took a ſecret Pleaſure in 
inuring \ ourſelves to theſe endearing Expreſſi- 
ons. 
Among the Numbers that relorted to our Hotel, 


for their Conveniency or Intereſt, was a Woman 


who ſupplied the Ladies with the little Neceſſaries 
belonging to their Toilets; This Woman, as ſoon 
as I was recommended to the Dutcheſs, ſtudioully 
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courted my Friendſhip, and endeavoured to oblige 
me om all Obcafions; with ſo much ſeeming Good- 
neſs, that I could not help taking a Liking to her. 
There was: ſcarce a Week, wherein ſhe did not 
make me ſome little Prelents; ſometimes it would 
be a Tippet, which ſhe would pretend ſhe had 
got into the Bargain, in buying a Parcel oi Goods; 
and, at other Times, ſome other ſuch Trifle; and 
ſhe would always have fome Reaſon ready to pre- 
vent my refuſing them. ' Kindneſs is apt to draw 
our Affections; and Preſents are inticing; they 
are apt to caſt a Miſt before our Eyes; in effect, 
thoſe Days, when Mrs. Flairant was expected, 
were as welcome to me, as if I had been to make 
one upon a Party of Pleaſure. 8 

This Woman, then, ſuch as J have repreſented 
her, was not the laſt to compliment me upon 
intended Nuptials; ſhe told me upon this Head, 
laughing, your Huſband might very well be your 
Father; and an old Fellow 1s a fad Piece of Fur- 
niture for a young Body ; but Riches are of ſome 
| Value, and a Friend of yet more: This was al- 
ways her common Diſcourſe, by which I did not 
apprehend any Thing, taking it only for the Ef- 
fect of her natural Gaiety; for ſhe uſed to make 
all her Grace's Women laugh; and never was 
with any of us, but ſhe diverted us with fome 
merry Story. She would allo tell me, that as ſoon 
as | was ſettled, ſhe would be my Chambermaid, 
and that I ſh ud doat upon her, when I once 
knew her Worth; hereupon I aſſured her, that 
I was very ſenſibly touched by all theie Proots of 2 
her Frier dſhip; and in effect, I was fo ſincere, 
that I. told her if that ſhould happen, it would 
compleat my Toy. 

In ſhort, I ſpent my Days perfectly eaſy, be- 
loved and careſſed by every One, when the Loſs 
of 
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of her Grace's Diamond Ear-rings, ., too unad- 
viſedly lent, diſturbed all my Happineſs;, which 
firſt Misfortune was but the Forę- runner of 
all thoſe that were to. follow ; for w ich, howe- 
ver, I am not much concerned, ſince the have 
been the Means of procuring me a real Friend, 
which is an ineſtimable Treaſure, for which one 
cannot pay too dear. 
I made no other Anſwer to this well turned 
_ Compliment, but by a low Bow, for Fear of in- 
terrupting Luſinette; ſhe was juſt coming to ſome 
Paſſages, which had given me too much Uneaſi- 
neſs, for me to delay ſatisfying my Curioſity upon 
that Head. It was the Pariiculars, which were 
to follow, that were to determine what Opinion 
I was to retain of Luſinette; I knew too much al- 
ready to be afraid of her impoſing on me; and, 
provided ſhe did not, and I found no Cauſe to ſuſ- 
| ped her having made a falle Step, I thought I 
ſhould have no Reaſon to repent what I had done 
for fo charming a Creature, 
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Luſinette's Trouble, Her Story interrupted, and 
bow. She is greatly terrified, and not without 


Juſt Cauſe. 
AF TER having complimented me, as has 


been obſerved before, finding ] made her no 
other Anſwer than by a Bow, the Jovely Luſinette 

went on as follows. 
You know, Sir, with what uncommon Gene- 
roſity you contrived to comfort me, by ſubſtitu- 
ting 
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ting another Pair, of equal Value, made after 
the ſame Faſhion, and by the ſame Hand, in the 
Room of the loft Ear-rings ; nevertheleſs, though 
they were ſo exactly matched, the Dutcheſs at 
her Return Home perceived a Difference be- 
tween theſe and thoſe that were loſt, Hereupon, 
ſhe ordered me to be called, and aſked me, as 
having had- them in my Keeping, what was the 
Meaning thereof. I bluſhed, and would have 
excuſed myſelf by a Lie; but can one perſiſt 
therein before a Miſtreſs, and a Miſtreſs of ſuch 
a Rank, who eyes one as if ſhe would look one 
through ? | 
| Accordingly, ſhe took Notice of my Confu- 
ſion, and inſiſted abſolutely on my telling her the 
Truth; inſomuch, that not being able to deviſe 
any plauſible Excuſe, and finding her determined 
to dive to the Bottom of it, I was obliged to con- 
feſs to her ingenuouſly all that had happened. 
Her Grace immediately aſked who you was, 
| where you lodged, and what you was; I anſwer- 
ed ſincerely, that all I knew of you was, that I 
had met you at the Embaſſador's; that you was 
in an Abbot's Habit, and that you was not un- 
known-to his Excellency ; whereupon ſhe ſhook 
her Head, and told me, that, till then, ſhe had 
never believed me capable of indirect Practices; 
but that ſhe did not love to have any People about 
her who were ſo ready at Expedients : This ſaid, 
ſhe turned her Back upon me, and went into her 
Cloſet. | 
Had Sentence of Death been paſſed upon me, 
I could not have been more thunderſtruck, than 
at what had paſſed; I found there was no ſtay- 
ing for me with her Grace; I ran, therefore, 
like a mad Creature to my Chamber, where I 
burſt into a Flood of Tears, and gave myſelf up 
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to. Deſpair. Carelly, being ſoon informed if my 
Anguith, haſtened to my Relief, was greatly con- in 
cerned at my Condition, and begged to know the 0 
Occaſion of it; wherein I ſatisfied him. My ſin- n 
cere and artleſs Story gained Belief with him; v 
and being more compaſſionate than the Dutcheſß, t. 
ne aſſured, me that, to ſhew me it had made no ill 
Impreſſion upon him, he would go directly and 
have our Marriage- Articles drawn; and that if 
her Grace was not to be brought off from her 
Prejudice againſt me, after his having acquainted 
her with the whole Truth, he would deſire her 
to diſmiſs him likewiſe, ſooner than he would 
break his Promiſe to me. 

This Aſſurance flattered me agreeably, and 
greatly diſpelled my Sorrow. I was nettled that 
the Dutcheſs had been capable of conceiving an 
ill Opinion of, me, and I longed for the Happineſs 
of ſeeing myſelf in a Condition to be able to do 
without her, in caſe ſhe ſhould not give Credit to 
What had been told her on this head. What I 
now day, Sir, cry'd Luſinette, breaking off, and 
addreſſing herſelf to me, may ſeem a little vain, 
but I have promiſed not to conceal any Thing 
from you, and will not falſify my Word. 

She was in this Part of her Story, and I was 
waiting with the utmoſt Impatience, till ſhe ſhould 
come to the Recital of what paſs'd at the Inter- 
view with the old Marquis : I longed no leſs to 
know how ſhe had managed to preſerve her In- 
nocence at La Flairant's; not being able to recon- 
ile the Thought of her having done ſo, with the 
Authority which that curſed Bedlame had aſſumed 
cover my charming Maiden; I languiſhed, I ſay, 
with Impatience, to be ſatisfied as to all theſe 
Part.culars, when we were interrupted by the 
| Landlady's coming into the Room, and inform- 

| | in 
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ing us, that a Woman, who had juſt alighted 
out of a Hackney-Coach with two Men, de- 
manded to ſpeak with the young Gentlewoman 
who had been brought thither that Day; and 
that Luſinette being the only Perſon, with whom 
this Deſcription agreed, it muſt neceſſarily be her 
they wanted. | | 

Hereupon, Luſinette, ſhuddering with Fear, 
aſked what Manner of Woman ſhe was who en- 
quired after her; in which having been ſatisfied, 
and finding, by the Account, it was La Flairant 
herſelf, ſhe ran into my Arms, and told me ſhe 
was ruin.d and undone, to all Intents and Purpo- 


ſes, if I forſook her. I had ſent away the Land- 
lady before, and ordered her to deſire them to 


wait a Moment; wherefore, being alone with 
her, fear nothing, ſaid I, you are in a Place of 
Safety; let it be La Flairant, or who it will, if 
they ſhould offer to proceed to Violence, I have 
a ſure Way to keep them within Bounds; you 
may have perceived, ſince my having the Honour 
to be known to you, that 1 am not at a Loſs to 


come to a Refolution, in Cafe of Extremities ; 


and beſides this, the Embaſſador is not my Ene- 
my; there is no doubt, therefore, of his Excel- 
lency's protecting you, on my Recommendation, 
| ſhould there be any Need thereof. 

Having thus premiſed to Luſinette, who ſeemed 
a little compoſed thereat, I examined whether my 
Piſtols (which I had uſed to carry about me, ever 
ſince my being employed by the Embaſſador on 


ſuch Occaſions as I then was) were in a good 


Condition; and, finding all was right, went out 
of the Room, promiſing my lovely Miſtreſs to re- 
turn in a few Minutes. I begg'd Leave of her, 
at the ſame Time, to lock her in her Chamber, 
and put the Key into my Pocket; which done, 
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{ went; to the Room, where they were waiting 
for me, fully determined to make the Bullies 
know, in caſe they ſhould pretend to hector and 
threaten, that I did not fear them ; but was, at 
leaſt, as much a Kill-Cow, and as fond of Miſ- 
chief as the worſt of them. 
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End of te THIRD PART. 
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SIT 9 
BUSY- -BODY: 
OR, THE 
AD VE N TURES 

| OF 
Monſ BIG AND. 
P A R 'T Ve. "i 
CHAP. 1. 


Who were the Perſons who aſted for Luſinette. 
Bigand's Bravery and Reſolution. 


* nr is no inconſiderable Advantage when 
8 1 a Man is bleſs'd with a good Preſence; 
4 it prepoſſes others in Favour of the 


* 
NN Owner; commands Reſpect when it 


| 1s neceſſary, and is beneficial on all 
Occaſions. On the contrary, a mean Aſpe&t ſets 
a Man upon a Level with the Multitude, and bu- 
ries him in the Crowd (of whatever Rank he is) 
provided he is not known; conſequently it makes 


him little regarded, nay, frequently deſpiſed. I 
| L 
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confeſs, it is evidently unjuſt to ſuffer ourſelves to 
be led away by ſuch accidental Accompliſhments ; 
no Man is his own Maker, and it is a ſufficient 
Mortification to have ſuch an unpromiſing Lock, 
without being obliged alſo to undergo Affronts 
and Injuries on that Account. 

It was not long before I had ſufficient Experi- 
ence of the Truth of what has been here advan- 
ced; when I went to ſpeak with the People, of 
whom the Landlady had given us Notice, had I 
been tall and well made; had I been in good 
Caſe; had my Face been full, and my Com- 
N ruddy; had my Peruque hung in large 

urls, and all my Appearance been ſuitable to 
that of an Abbot of Diſtinction, I ſhould have 
been accoſted with Reſpect; but, as has been 
obſerved before, though my Linen and my Garb, 
in ſhort, all but my Perſon was anſwerable to that 
Character, the ſightly Air and Mien which pre- 
oſſeſſes People in one's Favour, and keeps them 
in Awe, was wanting. | 
Io return from whence I have digreſſed. Lu- 
ſinette's Conjecture proved but too well founded; 
the Gentry who had aſked for her, were La Flai- 
rant, accompanied by two Fellows, whoſe Hats 
fiercely cocked, and pulled down over their Eyes, 
ſufficiently ſhewed them to be Miſcreants. The 
Moment I appeared, the profligate old Bedlame, 
looking at me with an inſolent Air, and ſetting 
both her Arms a Kembow, demanded of me, 
haughtily, by what Authority | had robbed her 
of her Daughter; and whether I had the Impu- 
dence to pretend to hinder her from having her 
again. 
It is in vain, continued ſhe, to offer to deny 
her being in the Houſe ; you are mightily miſta- 
ken if you think you have a Fool to _— I 
| | 5 ent 
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ſent People after the Coach, who never loſt Sight 
of it, from the Place where I was obliged to give 
over the Purſuit, 'till it arrived here: in ſhort, I 
inſiſt upon her being reſtored to me this Moment; 
ſhe was not made for you; otherwiſe I ſhall be 
able to force you to it by ſuch Means as you 
won't like. I muſt tell you yet farther, added 


ſhe, if you think to eſcape from me, by reviling 


or ſlandering me, you may be aſſured I won't ſpare 
you; I know your true CharaQter, and ſhall be 


able to make you own yourſelf for what you are 


remember the hundred Louis d'Or. 

Being tired with the Tediouſneſs of her Diſ- 
courſe, and the Heat with which it was ſpoken ; 
I told her calmly, without being in the leaſt daunt- 
ed, that | begged her to begin with lowering her 
Voice, or otherwiſe | ſhould immediately with- 
draw, and leave her to herſelf. Oh! we ſhall 
ſee that, we ſhall ſee that, cried ſhe, interrupt- 
ing me, and getting between me and the Door, 


we ſhall ſee that preſently; are not you an admi- 


rable Fellow, to pretend to take upon you before 


me? ls not there a pretty Phiz now, to think to 


keep one in Awe? Know, my little Terrier 
Ah! Woman, ſaid I, puſhing her away, to open 
the Door, no ill Names, I beſeech you; you 
would do much better to begone ; if you ſtay 
here much longer you will repent it; I have no- 
thing farther to ſay to you. | 

Theſe Words were hardly out of my Mouth, 


when one of the Fellows before-mentioned advan- 


ced, and laid hold on my Hand; for | was endea- 
vouring all the while to force open the Door: Be 


ſo good, dear Sir, faid he, in a jeering Tone, not 


to deprive us ſo ſoon of your agreeable Preſence z 
or, at leaſt, ſuffer us to accompany you where 
you are going. During this Speech, the 3 
. 8 | rade 
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rade of this fine Would-be-Wit was ſneering in 


an Elbow-Chair, wherein he ſtretched himſelf out 


at his full Length, and rolling a Pair of ſtaring 
8 with which he viewed me from 

Head to Fi 

ons with a large Cane, wherewith he played, to 
give me to underſtand. he only waited for the 
ord to break it about my Bones. 

In effect, the Poſture into which I put myſelf, 
when the firſt of theſe Ruffians puſhed back the 
Door (which I had wrenched open in Spite of the 

old Bedlame) having undoubtedly diſpleaſed the 

ſecond, he roſe up; came towards me, and look- 
ing at me with a threatening Eye ; I think thee 
very bold, thou Shrimp of an Abbot, ſaid he, to 
dare to talk to my Siſter with thy Hat upon thy 

Head, and to chatter before us: Sdeath ! conti- 

nued he, pulling it off, and throwing it upon the 

Floor, I don't know what hinders me from toſſing 

thee out of the Window; and it thou doſt not 

ſhew me directly where the Girl thou. art aſked 
for is, and doſt not deliver her up to me, I will 
cut thee to Atoms; 


The Threat was alarming ; and the Tone of 


Voice wherein it was uttered terrifying; but yet 
it did not daunt me; when firſt this Cut-Throat 
. approached me, I was upon my Guard; | have 
already obſerved, unleſs I am much miſtaken, 


that I was naturally courageous ; provided I had 


wherewith to defend mylelt, I feared nothing; 
the Buſineſs about which I was erffployed, autho- 
rized me to carry Pocket-Piſtols; and when a Man 


is really brave, and fo armed, he is ſtrong indeed; 
eſpecially when he has to do with Fellows, whoſe _ 


mean Spirits and raſcally Practices, render them 
both contemptible, and obnoxious to Puniſhment, 


oot: He ſeemed indeed, by his Moti- 


Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, drawing out one of my Piſtols 
ready cocked, and preſenting the Muzzle of it to 
this formidable Hector; be gone this Inftant, ſaid 
I; a little Matter would make me ſhoot you 
through the Head; and if I don't puniſh thy Inſo- 
lence upon the Spot, it is only becauſe I have pro- 
perer Ways of dealing with ſuch Raſcals as you 
a Magiſtrate, before whom you ſhall ſoon be car- 
ried, ſhall take that "Trouble upon himſelf, as well 
as that of doing Juſtice to your worthy Siſter, 
whom I know, and to whom I will give her due 
Character. As for the reſt, to let you ſee that I 
don't act without a proper Warrant, you ſhall firſt 
be conducted to the — —— Embaſſador's, to 
whom I belong; his Excellency will ſatisfy you, 
as to all that relates to me. . 

Having thus ſaid, I pretended to be determined 
upon going, but held my Piſtols all the while rea- 
dy to fire; however, there was no longer Need 


of all this Precaution; my reſolute Behaviour, 


the Sight of the Piſtols, and the Name of Monſ. 
D——, produced a moſt extraordinary Change; 
The old Bedlame fell at my Feet; the Bullies 
pulled off their Hats; and their Threatenings 
were turned to Supplications: In ſhort, Abun- 
dance of Excuſes were made me for the Inſolence 
of their Behaviour; they did not know me; m 
Pardon was aſked, and Leave to be gone, whic 
was readily granted, on Pretence of Charity 
though, at the Bottom, I was not a little overjoy- 
ed, that I had extricated myſelf ſo well from this 
ugly Buſineſs, and heartily glad the whole had 
paſſed off without Noiſe. 

As ſoon as | was thus rid of theſe Gentry, 
I had the Curioſity to follow them down to the 
Street-Door, and ſee how they would diſpoſe 
of themſelves ; they had juſt got again into the 
np | | Hackney- 


| [ m8 {7 
Hackney-Coach ; and the Orders they gave the 
Driver, muſt have been very ſtrict without 
Doubt, for he made off with the utmoſt Speed, 
I went again up Stairs, then thanking Heaven, I 
had come off ſo fortunately ; and haſtened to the 
Chamber of my dear Liſinette; who was in per- 
fect Raptures, when | had acquainted her with 
the Particulars of what had happened. 


KEANE HONOR 
| | CHAP. IL 

The Sequel o Luſinette's Story. She is about ts 
be prepoſterouſiy married, but is ſurprizingly 
prevented, by a ſhocking Diſcovery. The (on- 


ſequences thereof. La Flairant's. wicked Deſigns 
upon Ber. 


HIEST that charming Creature and I were 
diſcourſing together, about the Impudence 
of La Fliirant, and her Accomplices, Supper, 
which I had ordered betimes, on Account of the 
Viſit I was to pay to Rametzi, was brought up. 
We ſat down. to 'Table, therefore, and ate each 
of us very heartily. Never, beiore had I made 
ſuch a delightful Meal; TLuſinette, being deliver- 
ed from the uneaſy Apprehenſions, which had, 
till then, tormented her, ſhew'd herſelf in her 
ordinary Temper. She was naturally gay ; and 
this Diſpoſition, which then appeared in its full 
Latitude, became her wondertully ; I diſcovered 
a thouſand Beauties in her, which had before 
eſcaped me; in effect, ſhe was really inchant- 
ing; and I was captivated in good earneſt. 
Mean while, the Pleaſure I took, in gazing. 
at her, had ſo entirely ingroſſed my 1 
that 
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that I quite forgot to deſire the Sequel of her Sto} 
ry; however, ſome Reflections upon that Head, 
having made me uneaſy, and her long Viſit to the 
Marquis, with her Stay at La Flairant's, coming 
into my Head, on a ſudden, and reviving my Jea- 


louſy, I became melancholy and penſive. Lu- 
ſinette took Notice of this Change of "Temper, 


and aſked me obligingly, whence it proceeded; 
I excuſed it, in the handſomeſt Manner that was 
poſſible, and aſcribed it to the Impreſſions, one 
could not help being ſenſible of, on ſeeing her: 
She rallied me upon this Gallantry ; and being 
deſirous, undoubtedly, of changing the Subject, 
reſumed the Sequel of her Story, of her own 
Accord, as follows. | 

The engaging Manner, in which the Comp- 
troller of the Houſhold behaved to me, touched 
me to the Bottom of my Heart; and made me 
wait impatiently for the Effects of his Promiſe : 
He did not loſe one Moment, before he pertorm- 
ed it; but, going directly to the Dutcheſs, ma- 
naged Matters ſo well, that he found it no great 


« 
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Difficulty, to bring her off from her unjuſt Pre- 


judice againſt me. Accordingly, he returned to 


me again very ſoon; adviſed me not to grieve at 


what was paſt, and aſſured me, before a Week 
was expired, he would ſecure me from all ſuch 


Troubles. 


Next Morning, being the Time agreed upon 
for ſigning the Marriage Contract, Carelly and 1 
went to the Apartment of the Dutcheſs; who 
had reſolved to honour this Ceremony by witneſſ- 
ing it. By a ſtrange Providence, when the Ar- 
ticles were preſented to her for her ſigning, ſhe 


dieſired to have them read to her; having a Mind, 
as ſhe ſaid, to hear what Advantages had been 


ſtipulated for me therein, Upon the Lawyer's 
| 7 doing 


— 


r 3 n. 


Bf 

, wy A 
— 
1 
. 
28 


2 > =D * EST 
—— —. —— — 2 
85 2 
ö EY 
we e eee 


. 
J \ 4 
* : - 
. & 


5 [ 120 ] | 
doing as he was ordered, and my hearing another 
Name (with which I was too well acquainted, to 
avoid its creating an Emotion in me) ſubjoined to 
that, by which alone my intended Spouſe, had 
till then been known to me, I aſked with an Air 
of Aſtoniſhment and Contuſion, what was the 
Meaning ot this Addition ; and what Reaſon there 
was for inſerting unneceſſary Names, 
How unneceſlary! cried the Lawyer, a little 
nettled; I have not done any Thing, Madam, 
without Order; neither have | put any Name in 
the Articles, but what was given me down in 
Writing. I believe it, anſwered I, with Per- 
plexity enough, and without daring to pronounce 
that ſecond Name, which had but too much 
ſtruck my Ears ; but yet, methought I heard you 
mention one, which does not belong to Mon. 
Carelly : Pardon me, Mademoiſelle, ſaid the Comp- 
troller of the Houſhold, I ordered the Gentleman 
to write it, that nothing might be wanting to 
render the Articles valid: Some Reaſons to which 
my Lady Dutcheſs is no Stranger, purſued he, 
turning to her Grace, had obliged me to aſſume 
that ot Carelly; but my real Name is Corbini; 
and Carelly is only the Name of a ſmall Eſtate, 
ſome few. Miles from Rome. An Inſtrument of 
ſo much Importance, as Marriage-Articles not 
admitting of any Subterfuge, I was deſirous 
(whatever Reaſon I may have to be apprehenſive 
of ſecret Enemies) that every Thing ſhould be 
done according to Law. $4 | | 
Ils your Name then really Cerbini, cried I, in- 
terrupting him, with yet more Confuſion than 
ever; and are you of Rome, and the Son of a 
Carver? Yes, Mademoiſelle, anſwered th: Comp- 
troller of the Houſhold, ſurprized at the Tone 
-wherein I ſpoke, and the Alteration that ww vi- 
1 2 , | ble 


1 
able i in my Countenance: May I aſk you, in my 
Turn, whence proceed theſe Queſtions, and the 
Confuſion you are in; as alſo, by what Means 

ou chance to know me ſo well? 

will inform you another Time, replied I; the 
Place is not convenient; but you may ſend away 
the Lawyer; he can be of no Service here; the 
Marriage is broken off: Havin brought out 
this, not without much ado, the Surprize occa- 
ſioned ſuch a violent Oppreſſion of Spirit, that 
all my Senſes were taken away, on a ſudden, 

and I fell down in a Swoon. 

It may be eaſier imagined than expreſſed, how 
greatly this Diſcourſe, and what followed there- 
upon, aſtoniſhed the Dutcheſs and Carelly : This 
made them wait with the utmoſt Impatience till 
the Care they took to bring me to myſelf, ſhould 
enable me to explain a Myſtery, which appeared 
to them ſo amazing. In the mean while, the 
Lawyer was ſent away; Carelly rightly judging, 
by the reſerved Manner wherein I had ſpoken, 
that it would be improper to have any Witnelles, 
to what I had to ſay, 

Being at laſt, recovered from my Swoon, 
though not without ſome Difficulty, and ſuffici- 
ently reſtored to my Strength and Senſes, to be 
able to ſpeak, both her Grace, and Carelly, beg- 
ged me earneſtly, to acquaint them with the Rea- 
ſons of my fainting away, and expreſſing ſo much 
Surprize and Contuſion, at the Knowledge of 
the Comptroller of the Houſhold's true Name: 
Alas! anſwered I, a Flood of Tears ſtreaming 
down my Cheeks; can the Daughter of the 
Painter Lucani, be married to her Mother's own 
Brother ? 

Merciful Heavens! what do I hear? cried 
Carelly, interrupting me, and * back a * 
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or two. You, my own Siſter's Daughter! You, 
my own Niece! You———! What a terrible 
Diſcovery is here? In the Name of Wonder, 
which Way can this be! 165 | 

It is but too true, reſumed I; the ſame Rea- 
ſons perhaps which obliged you to change your 
Name, cauſed me to aſſume that which I now 
bear; it was given me by the Embaſlador's La- 
dy, with whom I came from Rome; and who 
brought me hither, to deliver me from the tyran- 
nical Uſage of Signor Fh:ot-Celly, my inhuman 
and ſelf-intereſted Guardian. Not being ſo well 


a acquainted with the Nature of ſuch Affairs, I 


did not imagine, the Diſcovery of one's real Name, 
Had been of ſuch importance, as has been repre- 
ſented- All gracious Providence | in what a 
Condition had we been, had the ſame Ignorance 
occaſioned ſuch a ſhocking and monſtrous 
Match! b 
+ Heaven, jealous of ſuch a horrid Violation of 
its Laws, cried Cordini, tranſported with Deſ- 
pair, would not ſuffer it ; why did it not alfo 
Prevent the Beginning of the moſt violent of 
Paſſions; or, why does it not put an End thereto, 
now it has made me ſenſible of its prodigious 
Enormity ! Having thus faid, the Comptroller of 
the Houſhold ran out of the Room, with the ut- 
moſt Anguiſh and Deſpair viſibly painted in his 
Face; and I was informed, within two Days af- 
terwards, by a Letter under his own Hand, 
wherein he took a moſt moving and melanchoiy 
Farewel of me, that he had bid Adieu to the 
World, and ſhut himſelf up in a Monaſtery. 
In the mean while, the Dutcheſs, who had 
been infinitely ſurprized at his abrupt Departure ; 
yet more ſo, at his abſenting himſelf from Home 
for two Nights; and moſt of all, at LT = 
: 0 
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of his heart-breaking Letter; - inſiſted, upon 
having the Cauſe of theſe Incidents, which 
ſeemed to her ſo extraordinary and unaccountable, 
explained to her. She could not comprehend, 
why my only being his Niece, ſhould induce him 
to ſuch a raſh and precipitate Reſolution ; eſpe- 
cially as a Stop had been put to our Marriage, 
and it had not proceeded to Conſummation. 

She inſiſted, therefore, as has been obſerved, 
upon my fatisfying her ; and as I was torced to 
obey ; I endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to 
caſt a Veil over ſome of the moſt alarming Paſ- 
ſaves; but it was in vain, ſhe was too clear ſight- 
ed; accordingly ſhe preſſed hard upon me, and 
extorted from me the fatal Story, I have been 
relating to you, ſince our Arrival here. _ 
Ihe Interences, her Grace drew from the ſe- 
veral Paſſages contained therein, as much ſoften- 
ed as they were, by my repre'cnting them in the 
moſt favourable Light, made her ſhudcer with 
Horror; ſhe pretended however, to pity me; 
but ſhe had ſecretly come to a determinate. Reſo- 
lution within herſelf : Accordingly ſhe cauſed me 
to be told, within two Hours atterwards, in my 
own Chamber, to which | had retited, and where 
I was giving myſelf up to Anguiſh and Deſpair 
(as being but too juſtly apprehenſive of the ill 
Conſequences of this Diſcovery) that ſhe would. 
allow. me, but four and twenty Hours, to with- 
draw into a Nunnery; where ſhe would ꝑay my 
Board and Portion, out of Charity, on Conditi- 
on | would take the Veil: Adding, that this was 
the only Way, to remove thoſe ill Impreſſions, 
vhich the ſubſtituting another Pair of Ear-Rings, 
inſtead of thoſe I had loſt, had made upon her 
Mind ; ſhe being till afraid, I had obtained, by 
ſcme unwarrantable Means, that Aſſiſtance, 
"05 M 2 which 
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which my Fear had induced me fo imprudently to 
accept. 2 

This Warning, with the ſharp Remonſtrance 
that followed it, gave the finiſhing Stroke to my 
Deſpair ; and I was abandoning myſelf thereto 
without Reſtraint, when in the Height of all my 
Agonies, La Flairant (who was the Woman be- 
fore-mentioned, that ſupplied the Ladies with 
the little Affairs belonging to their Toilets) en- 
tered my Room on a ſudden ! Bleſs me ! cried ſhe, 
what avails it to indulge your Grief in this Man- 

ner ! Would it not be much better, to ſtudy how 
to find ſome Remedy for your Sorrows? I am 
but too ſenſible, what juſt Reaſon you have for 
them, you ſee I am out of my Wits thereat ; I 
am but juſt come from her Grace, who has done 
me the Honour to tell me all that has paſſed; ſhe 
is heartily vexed, ſhe ſays, that ſhe has kept you 
one Minute; and will not hear a Word ſpoken 
in your Favour, but on the Conditions, which 
have been declared to you. 

In vain did I endeavour to intercede for you; 

by repreſenting, that the being immured in a 
Nunnery, by Compulſion, is a downright Hell; 
and that you have proteſted to me, divers Times, 
you had an invincible Averſion to a Cloiſter; ſhe 
is not to be moved: And what contributes, not a 
little, to her being in ſuch an ill Humour, is all 
the idle Tales that have been told her of you. 
The being in Favour creates one many Enemies; 
your Fellow-Servants ſee you are in Diſgrace; 
and every one endeavours to make her own 
Court at your Expence. ' } 

La Flairant added ſeveral other Arguments, of 
the ſame Nature; and all of them tended to per- 
ſuade me I was undone, if I once entered a Con- 
vent; where, ſhe aſſured me, I ſhould be treated 


very 
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very ſeverely, in Compliance with the Deſire of 
the Dutcheſs, whoſe miſtaken Zeal tor Religion 
made her think it a gocd Action, to put it out of 
my Power to gratify that Inclination ſhe imagined 
me to have for the World; wherein, as ſhe ſaid, 
I ſhould be infalliby ruined. | 

It ſeemed as if this Woman took a Pleaſure, in 
reprefenting my Condition as deplorable as poſſi- 
ble; in effect, ſhe had her Reaſons for ſo doing; 
ſhe was overjoy'd at having an Opportunity of 
reducing me to the Negeflity of throwing myſelf 


into her Hands; by leaving me no Room to doubt, 


but after what had already happened, and my 
refuſing to go into a Nunnery, the Dutcheſs would 
puſh Things to ſuch an Extremity, as to-have me 
confined, in Spite of my Teeth. - | 

What can I do then, cry'd, I, ſhedding a Flood 
of Tears; and terrified to the laſt Degree, at the 


| Miſeries, the old Bedlame ſet before my Eyes? 


I can ſee no other End to my Misfortunes, but 
that of my Life? Softly, Child, faid La Flairant, 
affecting a compoſed Tone of Voice, Death is a 
Remedy, whereof we can never fail ; but have a 
little Patience: Is not this the very Jime wherein 
I can be moſt ſerviceable to you? And do | ever 


profeſs a Friendſhip for any one in vain? Have 


not I given you ſufficient Proofs of my Regard 
for you, ſince your being in this Hotel? 

Come, be of good Chear, 1 look upon you as 
my Daughter; nay, I will really take you as 
ſuch; Courage then, and dry up your Tears; I 
am not rich indeed, I own it, but very far from 
it; but if you will be induſtrious and tractable, I 
will promiſe you a quiet and eaſy Life; I will be 
your + Confidante, your Mamma, your every 
'Thing; and we ſhall live together like little An- 


gels. What ſay you now, continued the profli- 
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gate old Hag, inveigling me by the moſt tender 
Caraſſes, will not this be much preferable tg a 
Nunnery ? One thing more | will promiſe » 
purſued ſhe, you ſhall have nothing to feaf ; I 
will give you ſuch Inſtructions, you ſhall ſoon 
bleſs the Hour wherein you firſt became ac. 
| 4quainted with me. | 

I muſt confeſs ingenuouſly, ſaid Luſineſte, the 
deſperate Condition I was in, made me think this 
Propoſal very advantageous; accordingly, I ex- 
preſſed myſelf to her in ſuch Terms, as ſufficiently 
teſtified my Acknowledgment ; my Heart over- 
flowing with Gratitude, I called La Flairant by the 
tender Name of Mother, and promiſed to ſhew 
her for the future, all the Regard of a Daughter 
who would leave Nothing undone, that might 
render her deſerving of ſuch Goodneſs. 

The old Bedlame ſeemed tranſported at the 
Readineſs with which I yielded to her Deſires; 
very well, ſaid ſhe, giving me her Hand and 
Cheek to kiſs, embrace me; on thjs Condition 
I adopt you forthwith for my Daughter; and as a 
Token that I look on you as ſuch, I will give you 
a convincing Proof thereof this very Night. One 
of my Friends, who is a Man of Quality, and 
rich, has deſired me to help him to a young Wo- 
man of Family, to keep him Company; | do not 
mean in a criminal Manner; he is a Man in Years, 
and one from whom you may derive conſiderable 
Advantages: All you have to do, 1s to hit his 
Humour; but be eaſy upon that Head, I will 
give you your Leſſon, after which all will go to 
a Miracle. I will carry you thither direaly, as 
ſoon as you are dreſſed, for Fear he ſhould either 
change his Mind, or ancther ſhould get the Start 
of us; for this Place is eagerly fought after, be- 
cauſe he is known to be both rich and gn 

| uc 


ſeſſed me in her Favour, by Reaſon of its 
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ſuch a Station is a perlect Paradiſe : You ſhall 


ſee, my Girl, puriued the abominable old Hy po- 
crite, Whether I am a Judge in ſuch Matters; 
and whether any one for whom I concern my- 
ſelf has Reaſon to repent her Confidence and Do- 
cility. : 
| Whilſt Luſinette was relating theſe Particulars, 
I could not help being overjoyed at the Sincerity 
with which ſhe ditcloſed all; I felt a ſecret Satis- 
faction thereat; and her Openeſs, which Joy 
nfor- 
mity with what I had myſelt heard, removed thoſe 
Suſpicions againſt her, which had inſinuated them- 
ſelves, in Spite of my Teeth, into my Mind. I 
conjectured from this her Sincerity, in I hings to 
which I was no Stranger, though unknown to her, 
that I might depend upon her Account of thoſe 
Paſſages, to which ſhe was juſt entering. 
It was not without conſiderable ReluQance, I 
reſolved upon making this Viſit, continued the 
charming Luſinette, with an Air that proved the 
Truth of what ſhe aſſerted; I even ſtarted ſome 
Objections which I think it needleſs to repeat;, 
but I had engaged myſelf too far to draw back, 
and not to yield implicitly to that Superiority I had 
voluntarily, though imprudently, ſuffered her to 


© 


aſſume over me. 


| accompanied her, then, to the Hotel of the 


old Marquis, for ſuch he was; and it was no diffi- 


cult Matter for me to perceive, by her familiar 
Behaviour there, that it was not the firſt Time of 
her having had Admittance thereat. She went 


into the Apartment of the Nobleman, with- 


out ſending in any Word previouſly ; he appeared 
to be about Threeſcore; and one might ſee, by 
his Look, he was a Perſon of Diſtinction. He 
was ſtretched out upon a' Couch, and ſeemed not 
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to ſtir without great Difficulty; but, to make 
Amends, though his Body was unable to meve, 
his Tongue and his Eyes ſufficiently ſhewed that 
his Mind did not partake of its Infirmities. . 

To return from-whence I have digreſſed. The 
Marquis, with much ado, turned his Head to- 
_ wards me, and eyed me attentively for ſome Time, 
after which, he ſaid to the old Bedlame, is this 
the young Creature whom you have ſo long cried 

up to me? lt muſt be confeſſed you don't want 
Addreſs, but know perfectly well how to heighten 
one's Impatience: Come. hither, little Beauty, 
continued he, holding out his Hand to me (tor, 
indeed, the Step I had taken, which was quite new 
to me, had rendered me. very fearful) let me ſee 
thy pretty Face; to ſpeak the Truth ſhe is hand- 
ſome ; but, come forward a little there 
nearer ſtill What a deal of Ceremony is 
here? 

Upon his PR thus, La Flairant, who un- 
doubtedly knew the old Nobleman better than I, 
and was afraid the little Complaiſance I ſhewed 
him would put him out of Patience, puſhed me to- 
wards him. Indeed, I muſt own this Prelude had 
frightened me; and I begun to have but an ill 
Opinion of the Honeſty of the old Sorcereſs; this 
however, was nothing to what followed. 

In ſhort, as the Weakneſs of the old Marquis, 
diſpelled my Fears in ſome Meaſure, I ſuffered 

myſelf to be led towards him with ſomewhat leſs 
Reluctance than I ſhould have had otherwiſe, and 
permitted him pretty patiently to eye me for ſome 
Time through an Ogling-Glaſs, which he never 
let go out of his Hands. 

Having thus ſurveyed me from Head to Foot, 
for ſome Minutes, by my Holy-Dame, cried he, 
row haſt not deceived me; this little Gipſy is a 
Treaſure; 
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Treaſure; ſhe is pretty and genteel, and does not 
ſeem ſlatternly; Heaven ſend the Wit of this 
Moppet be anſwerable to her Beauty; for ſtill 
there mult be a little ; thou knoweſt ſuch a ſeden- 


tary Life as I am forced to lead requires the Aſſiſt- 


ance of a ſprightly and converſible Companion, to 


| help one to paſs away the tedious Hours. 


Oh! you will be perfectly well ſatisfied upon 
that Head, anſwered the old Hag, after having 
made me fit down; Mademoiſelle has been admi- 
rably well-bred, and is come of a Family 
Ah! I believe thee, cried the old Marquis, inter- 
rupting her, and ſputtering; for he uttered not a 
Syllable which was not moiſtened abundantly with 
Spittle; thou doſt only thy Duty in extolling thy 
pretty Sparkier. I do not pretend to diſpute with 
thee in the leaſt upon this Head; but away with 
Formality, and let me ſpeak. | | 

Well, little Charmer, purſued the Marquis, 
viewing me attentively with Eyes which, as dead 
as they were, ſeemed to inſinuate I know not 
what? Do you think we ſhall be able to live-to- 


gether? Do not my Years frighten you? They 


who are of your Age can ſeldom away with them : 


Nevertheleſs, if one might be permitted to ſpeak 


well of one's ſelf, I could ſay that, notwithſtand- 
ing my being old, I have ſome good Qualities. I 
am of a gay Temper, and never have any odd Hu- 
mours ; I love Pleaſure, or at leaſt J love to hear 


thereof; but the greateſt Perfection of all, to a 


oung Body, is, that I am no Ways inclining to 
es. ag and do not lay any Conſtraint at all upon 
thoſe who live with me; on the contrary, I al- 


low them all Manner of Liberty, provided they 


are ſincere, and acquaint me without Reſerve 


with all their little Secrets. But, hey-day ! con- 
tinued the old Nobleman, with an Air of Aſto- 


niſhment; 
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niſhment; thou ſayeſt not a Word'? art thon 
frightened at me: 'Thou haſt not yet uncloſed 
thy Teeth; are they ſet in thy Head? c 

No, my Lord, cried I, greatly ſurprized both 
at the Familiarity and Diſcourſe, which did not 
ſuit me by any Means; but! have not been uſed 
to ſuch Converſation ; neither did good Mrs. Flai- 
rant prepare me for any ſuch Reception; no 
Doubt ſhe had her Reaſons for it; I will not give 
myſelf the Trouble of gueſſing at them; but, 
ſhall content myſelf with deſiring your Lordſhip 
to allow me to take my Leave of you: Having 
thus ſaid, | made a low Curteſy, and would have 
gone out of the Room. | | 

La Flairant then ran up to me, and, taking me 
by the Hand, don't you ſee, cried ſhe, that the 
Marquis is. only in Jeſt; and that what he has 
ſaid, is meerly the Effect of that Gaiety of Tem- 
per, which, he has told you, is his natural Diſ- 
| Poſition, Bleſs me! what a Fool you are, con- 
tinued ſhe, whiſpering in my Ear; let him alone; 
he has the Uſe of Nothing but his Speech; and 
1t would be hard to deny him that: In ſhort, 
don't flatter yourſelf with any vain Imaginations; 
in your preſent Fxtremity, you muſt take. great 
Care how you let this Opportunity flip, it you do 
you are utterly ruined, 

Come, my dear Child, continued the profligate 
old Sorcereſs, perceiving me to be in Tears, have 
a little Courage; you have heard: from his own 
Mouth that he requires Nothing but a little Chat; 
you have Wit enough, pray what will that coſt 
you? if you have any Value for me, don't offer 
to affront me ſo, as to inſiſt on going away direct- 
ly ; you would reduce me to the greateſt Perplex- 
ity imaginable: You are too much my Friend, 
kor me to make it any Secret to you, that the 
| Marquis, 
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Marquis has lent me Money; and ſhould you per- 
fiſt in your Reſolution of running away in an Ill- 
Humour, he might imagine I have put ſome 
Trick upon him; in which Caſe, you may your- 
ſelf feel the ill Effects of his Indignation. He is 
the Maſter here; and has a number of Domeſ- 


| ticks; one Tinkle of a Bell brings them together; 


and, then, we ſhall not be the ſtrongeſt ; if you 
are abſolutely determined, therefore, not to en- 
gage in this Affair, let us, at leaſt, bring our- 
ſelves off with Honour, by promſing to come 


again ; after that you ſhall be at your Liberty ; 


and I will never mention 1t more to you. 

_ Whilſt La Flairant was arguing with me in 
this Manner by ourſelves, the old Marquis had 
thrown himſelf back upon his Couch, where he 


laughed ready to ſplit his Sides; crying out from 


Time to Time, admirably acted, i' Faith! What 
Artifice ! Oh! the ſubtle Jades ! Would not 
they perſuade any one that they were in Earneſt! 

[f you give the leaſt Way to the Solicitations 
of a Seducer, you expoſe yourſelf to all the Dan- 


gers that attend upon being ſeduced ; according- 


ly, the pitiful Air, with which La Flairant plead- 
ed with me in Behalf of her Intereſt ; and the 
Riſque we ſhould run as ſhe repreſented, of being 
ill uſed, in Caſe I ſhould obſtinately inſiſt upon 
going away abruptly, and without taking a hand- 
ſome Leave; all this, I ſay, kept me where I 
was ; but did not induce me, to alter my Con- 
duct, in the leaſt; And, in effect, I gave La 
Flairant to know, that I did not underſtand jeſt- 
ing with ſuch Matters; and, therefore, if any the 
leaſt Shadow of Violence was offered me, I would 
immediately proceed to the utmolt Extremities, 
How ! cryed the perfidious La Flairant inter- 
rupting me, what do you mean by that ? Can 
5 | you 
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you think, whatever Obligations I may have to 
the Marquis, | would carry Things ſo far as to 


be his Procureſs? Alas!. alas! how lutle do 
you know me? No, no, believe me, as poor as 
I ſtand here, I would fend even a Prince to the 
Deuce, who ſhould be ſo bold as to — 

The old Hag had not Time, to make an End 
of her hypocritical Proteſtations ; for the Marquis, 
being tired with laughing, as you know, we grow 
weary of every Thing, prevented her going on, 
by calling to us, and aſking, whether our Dia- 
logue was to laſt for ever. Hereupon, we ap- 


proach'd him again; and, whether my Eyes, 


which were ſtill red with the 'Tears | had ſhed, 


gave him a ſomewhat better Opinion of me; or, 


whether he thought it would not be right, to be 
too rough with me at firſt; what it was 1 can't 
tell, but, be it what it will, he kept a little 
Guard upon his Words; and behaved in ſuch a 
Manner, that I could not excuſe myſelf, from 
ſitting down at Table with him. In effect, Sup- 
per paſſed over, with Abundance of Wit and 
Humour, on his Side; and I could not forbear 
laughing ſeveral Times; to ſay the 'Truth, the 
old Nobleman, is very diverting ; and, notwith- 
ſtanding his labouring under to much Infirmity, 
retains ſuch a ſprightly Temper, that induces one 
not to grudge, the 'Time one ſpends with him. 


| Before we parted, which was not till very late, 
La Flairant, and the Marquis, had a long W hiſ- 


per together; the old Nobleman's Eyes, which 
were often fixed upon me, left me no Room to 
doubt my being the SubjeQ of it; I pretended, 
however, not to take Notice thereof. At laſt, a 
Footman coming to inform us, that the Coach, 
which had been ordered to carry us back, was 
ready, we took our Leave; La Flairant promit- 

| ing 


I 
ing the Marquis, that we would return next 
Morning, and ſpend the Day with him; which 
he charged her divers Times not to fail; whilſt I 
only auſwered, by a Curteſy, and with a firm Re- 


| ſolution, never to ſet Foot in the Houſe again. 


In effect, that I might give the old Sorcereſe 
no room, to flatter herſelf with any ſuch Hopes, 
] let her know, as ſoon as we were in the Coach, 
that I would never again darken the Marquis's 


Door; ſhe would fain have prevailed on me to 


change my Reſolution ; but, finding me inflexi- 
ble upon this Head, ſhe told me ſince it was fo, 
we muſt not think any more on it. All the reſt 
of the Way, I was very penſive; ſhe did what 
lay in her Power to divert me ; but what had all 
ready paſſed, had opened my Eyes, as to La Flai- 
rant's Character; accordingly, | had come to a 
firm Determination, to break off all Correſpon- 
dence with her, for the future; and accept of 
the Offer made me by the Dutcheſs; hoping that, 
in Conſideration of this Sacrifice of myſelf, Hea- 
ven would have Pity on me. 458 
But alas ! it was then too late to draw back; 
I had already engaged myſelf, too far; my Fate 
was, in a Manner, decided; and the unadviſed 
Step I had then taken, muſt, probably, have pro- 
ved the firſt Advance to Deſtruction, had it not 
been for you, Sir, whom Providence made the 
happy Inſtrument, to preſerve me from it. 

To return from whence I have di greſſed. The 
Coach having ſtopt, as had been ordered, at the 
Corner of the Street, where the Dutcheſs lives, 
that no Notice might be taken, in the Family, 
of my returning Home ſo late, we alighted there, 
and went on Foot to the Door. I trembled every 
Inch of me, when 1 found, the Porter was gone 


to Bed; and that, by I him up, we 


Vor. II. ſhould 
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ſhould, perhaps, diſturb the the whole Houſe ; 
mean while, the old wicked Bedlame, (who, un- 
doubtedly, had kept me out ſo Jate on Purpoſe, 
that ſhe might the better gain her own Ends) told 
me, that, in my preſent Circumſtances, not hay. 
ing any Meaſures to keep, there was no Reme- 
dy but to knock hard; unleſs I would go Home 
with her; in which Caſe, we would determine, 
Next Day what. Courſe I ſhould take. 
Upon hearing this Propoſal, the Fear of ſee- 
ing myſelf! in the Hands of La Flairant, againſt 
whom I had conceived an implacable Antipathy, 
made me thunder at the Gate, without making 
her any Anſwer, Hereupon, the Porter, looking 
out of a Window, asked, what we wanted, at ſuch 
an unſeaſonable Hour: I told him my Name; to 
which" he replied, you may go, Mademoiſelle, ard 
ſeek a Lodging, at — Place from whence you 
came; my InſtruQtions: are poſitive as to you. 
Her Grace has made Enquiry after you ſeveral 
Times; ; the wanted to ſpeak with you, before 
ſhe went to Bed; and, being greatly ſurprized 
at your going out fo late; and yet more at your 
not retutning by One o Clock; ſhe ſent Orders 
to me, that, in Caſe you ſhould come back, on 
any Pretence whatever, the Door ſhould. be ſhut 
| _ you: I am ſorry for it, continued he, Ma- 
demoiſelle, but I am obliged to do my Duty; and 

having thus ſaid, he ſhut his Window. 

| Thunderftruck at this News, I fat me down, 


on a Stone-Bench that was by the Gate, and be- 


gan to weep bitterly; upon which, that Croco- 
Ole, La Flairant, pretended to ſeem very much 
concerned ; and uſed ſeveral unavailing Argu- 
ments to comfort me; but always concluding 
with endeavouring to perſuade me to go Home 
with her. 1 had reſolved to paſs the Night at the 


Gate; 
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| Gate; to wait her Grace's getfing up; to 


throw myſelf at her Feet; to implore her Par- 
don, and Compaſſion; add in ſhort, to run 
the Hazard of all imaginable Afflictions, ra- 
ther than truſt myſelf in the Hands of that 
old Sorcereſs: But the profligate Wretch, ſuſ- 
pecting, undoubtedly, | m Deſign, made me, 
change my Mind, by aſſuring me, we ſhould 
run the Riſque of being murdered, if we did not 
come to ſome Determination; in a Word, that 
we muſt chooſe one of the two, either to get Ad- 
mittance at the Hotel (which the ſaid, no doubt, 
finding it was impoſſible) or haſten: Home to her 


Lodging. 


Did not you ſee, cried this derne She-De- 
vil, pretending to tremble, a Man who eyed us 
narrowly,. as we got out of the Coach? How: do 
you know whether he has not ſome ill Deſign 


upon us? And whether he is not planted CHAM 
by ſome Street- Robbers, who may, perhaps, 


ſtrip us, and throw us into the River, which is 
but a little Way from hence? Let us begone, my 
dear Child, and get into the High-Streets; as 
People are paſſing continually, ' we ſhall there be 


ia Safety, Bleſs me | had we but foreſeen what 


was to happen, we would not have ſuffered the 
Coach to return; and had you been adviſed by 
me, we ſhould not have expoſed ourſelves to 
theſe Dangers : Having thus ſaid, the old Bed- 
lame drew me along with her. 

To ſay the Truth, ſhe had put n me into ſuch a 
Fright, that I readily complied with whatever 


| ſhe pleaſed; in effect, I did not much queſtion 


the 'Truth of what ſhe ſaid, becauſe I had myſelf 
alſo ſeen the Man of whom ſhe ſpoke. - I muſt 
confeſs, purſued Lu/inette (not imagining, certain» 
1 e I was the Perſon, who had frightened 
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on; nor no ſmall} Addition to my Une and Sore 
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her ſo terribly) | that, as ſoon! as I entered La 
Hlairant's Habitation, my Heart began to beat. 
The By-Street; the Entrance into the Houſe, 
which was narrow, dirty, and dark; the Neigh- 
bours, who were ſtill up, and ſeveral of ns 
we met; divers Whiſpers, whereof I took No- 
tice, with certain ugly Expreſſions which were 
let drop, at a Venture, made me ſhudder for 
Fear, and did not porterd me any Good. The 
Nature, likewiſe of the Furniture, which con- 
ſiſted only of a ſorry Bed, and four old Chairs, 
gave me a deplorable Proſpe& of the Ruin ! 
had brought upon myſelf, and which there at- 
tended me; beſides which, the View. of one 
ſingle Room, and the Thought of lying with the 
old Bedlame, was no inconſiderable Mortificati- 


row. 

I bad the poor Comfort, however, of finding 
 enyſelf miſtaken, as to this laſt Particular; for 
La Flairant opening a little Door, and conducting 
me into a ſmall Chamber, very prettily furniſhed, 
and full of all Sorts of Bundles of different Forms, 
this ſaid ſhe, chucking me under the Chin, was my 
Daughters Apartment; won't you be like a little 
| Queen here? Come, come, before three Days 
are expired, you will not be willing to change 
Places with a Dutcheſs. Having thus premiſed, 
ſhe. locked up all the Parcels beforementioned, in 
a private Cupboard ; adviſed me to go to Bed; 
and after wiſning me a good Night's nN went 
out of the Room, and locked me in. 

This Circumſtance fully confirmed me in the 
- Opinion, that I was no longer at my own Diſ- 

ſal; which Thought made me paſs the few 
Hours allotted for my Repoſe very uncomfortably. 
Ne "my; awaking 11 8 out of a 3 

wic 
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which had been often broken, I was yet more 
confirmed in this Belief ; I heard the Door of my 
Chamber opened ſoftly, and on looking between 
the Curtains, perceived it was the old Sorcereſs, 
who went on Tiptoe; ſhe was accompanied by 
a very ill-looking Fellow, who had a little Par- 
cel under his Arm; Are you aſleep, cried La 
Flairant to me? I made no Anſwer but fetched 
my Breath harder than before, to induce her to 
believe me faſt ; ſhe is ſafe, continued ſhe, in a 
low Voice; ſhe is but a Chicken; ſhe will ſoon 
be uſed to my Ways. | 74 
I could not hear what Reply the Man made; 
but the Cupboard was opened ſoon after, the 
Bundle clapt in there, and ſome Money delivered 
by La Flairant; this Management, however, did 
not give me any Suſpicion; I imagined it to be 
ſomething, relating to one of the Branches, of 
the old Bedlame's Trade; but, before the End 
of the Day, I was obliged to be of another 
Opinion, | | 
After La Flairant, and the Fellow before- 
mentioned, had whiſpered a litile together, they 
approached my Bid; you may judge, whether I 
trembled or not; I ſhut my Eyes, however, and 
perſiſted in counterfeiting Sleep; notwithſtanding 
which, I was fenſible by the Light that entred 
within my Curtains, that they held them open; 
and was fully convinced thereof, by La Flairani's 
crying, well what ſay you to her? I think her 
perfectly charming anſwered the Man; and wiſh 
you much Joy on your having ſo valuable a Trea- 
{ure in your Poſſeſſion. „„ 


, T 4 
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No more was ſaid at that Time; away they 
went; and the Door was again locked; upon 
which 1 gave myſelf up afreſh to a thouſand me- 
lancholy RefteQions, What ſhall J add more? 
Su} - * La 
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La Flairant returned a little after and uſed many 
Arguments, which it would be needleſs to repeat, 
to convince me how happy I ſhould ſoon be with 
her: Above all, ſhe large me to be com- 


plaiſant and civil to her Friends; declared to 
me that ſhe entertained Company; and took 
particular Care, to make me dreſs my Head to 
the beſt Advantage, in order to my receiving 
In effect, that very Day, divers Gentlemen 
tame to La Flairant's; whoſe Familiarity, with 
the old Profligate, inducing me to judge, no 
Good could enſue from thence, | reſolved to 
make my Eſcape. Accordingly, a favourable 
| Opportunity offering, as 1 thought, I took Ad- 
vantage thereof; but one of the Neighbours, 
| who was undoubtedly of the ſame Stamp, hap- 
pening to meet me, as I was going Out of the 

ouſe, forced me back, and reftored me to the 
old Hag ; who having perceived my Flight, was 
running down Stairs, in Purſuit of me, with a 
Face, as red as Scarlet, with Anger. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me again, ſhe received me, 
with a Couple of hearty Cuffs on the Ear; treat- 


ed me like a naughty Woman; locked me up 
in my Room ; and ſwore bitterly, it | had the 
Boldneſs again, to make ſuch another Attempt, 
ſhe would cut me in Pieces, or ſtrangle me, 
without any. Mercy. | 

What could I do, when reduced to ſuch an 
Extremity? To apply to Heaven for Help, and 
put ſome Conſtraint upon myſelf, ] thought would 
not be amiſs; - accordingly, I invented fo plauſible 


an Excuſe for what had happened, and diſguiſed 


my real Sentiments ſo well, by affecting for two 
or three Days to ſeem reconciled to my Condi- 
tion, that no more Words were made about what 
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was paſt. The artful old Sorcereſs, however, in 
order to try me, and fee whether I perſiſted in my 
Deſign of running away, went ſeveral Times out 
of her Chamber, and left me at Liberty in my 
own; but, fortunately, I had ſome Suſpicion of 
| the Snare laid for me, wherefore I made not the 
leaſt Offer to ſtir, though ſhe allowed me ſuffi- 
cient Leiſure for that Purpoſe. 

Finding at laſt, after her having left me alone 
three Times, that I did not attempt it in the 
leaſt, ſhe embraced me in one of her good Mo- 
ments, and, perhaps, out of Policy, acknowledged 
the Trap ſhe had laid for me. I pretended to be 
ſurprized-thereat ; ' aſſured. her I had come to a 
Reſolution, and protefted, that all Things con- 
ſidered, IL thought myſelf very happy with her. 
This Aſſurance, which I accompanied with ſeve- 
ral flattering Expreſſions, gained me Abundance 
of Careſſes and Promiſes, that if I would be ruled 
by her, ſhe. would render me the happieſt Girl in 
Town. Y . . 

We were upon this Head, when we were pre- 
vented from proceeding any farther, by the com- 
ing in of a Woman with a large Bundle of Things 
under her Arm. La Flairant immediately hurried 
her away into the Chamber whefe I lay, and 
locked herſelf up therein with her. The Curio. 
fity, natural to our Sex, which was in ſome Mea- 
ſure excuſable in the tickliſh Situation wherein 1 
then was, induced me to liſten to their Diſcourſe; 
and there was no room to doubt, by what I faw 
through the Key hole, and what 1 overheard, 
that I was with a perfect Receiver of ſtolen 
Goods, and, perhaps, ſomething yet worſe. 

It was then I looked upon myſelf as irrecovera- 
bly undone; and I was ſtill making the moſt me- 
lancholy Reflections, upon this new and ſhocking 
Diſcovery, 
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Diſcovery, when ſomebody knocked at the Door. 
Before I would venture to open it, I rapt at the 
Chamber wherein La Flairant had ſhut' herſelf; 
and, not hearing any one anſwer, redoubled my 
Strokes thereat. No- body yet coming, I looked 
again through the Key- hole, furprized at her Si- 
lence and Delay; and, to my no {mall Aſtoniſh- 
ment, perceived a private Door, of which 1 had 
not before been aware, at the Foot of the Bed 
wherein I had laid, which opened into another 
Room, whither the two. Profligates, no doubt, 
had withdrawn themſelves ; and which I could not 
ſee from the Place where I was. 

In the mean while, hearing ſomebody thunder 
again at the Door, by good Providence, I ventured 
at laſt to open it, and ſaw you Monſ. L' Abbe ; 
imagine my Surprize, Sir, continued the charm- 
ing Luſinette; you know the reſt: Heaven ſent 
you, undoubtedly, to ſnatch me from the Dan- 
gers to which I muſt: have been expoſed, ſooner 
or later, in that infamous and dreadful Place. I 
believe you don't queſtion ny having ſome Gra- 
tirude, after ſo ſignal a Service; in vain ſhould [ 
uſe my utmoſt Efforts to make you ſenſible there- 

of; ſuch unparalleled Obligations, as you have 
laid me under —— | | | 

_ Here interrupted that lovely Creature; and 
| Proteſted, I was too happy in having chanced to 
be the fortunate Inſtrument of doing her ſome lit- 
tle good Offices; aſſuring her at the ſame Time, 
that, for the future, it ſhould be my whole Stu- 
dy to become agreeable to her, and to convince 
her that I was entirely devoted to her Service: 
This ſaid, I took my Leave of her, though not 
Win Rege... ens 1 
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Bigand again meets Rametzi. His exceſſive Joy, 
eon the Hopes given bim by Bigand, of ſeeing 
Likinda once more. The uncommon Prudence 

and Diſcretion of Luſinette. Bigand makes an 
open Declaration of his Paſſion for ber. | 


Hs W ſwiftly the Time paſſes away when 
we are with what we love ! It was paſt Mid. 
night when J left Ly/mette, and I heſitated, for 
that Reaſon, whether I ſhould go to Rametzi's, 
or not; however, reſolving not to have an 
Thing where with to reproach myſelf, 1 determi- 
ned, at laft, to go thither; hoping to have bet- 
ter Luck than the two laſt Times I was there. 

I had already rung twice, however, at the 
Door, - without having any Reaſon to imagine I 
had been heard; nevertheleſs I'rung again, though 
with very little Hopes, and was juſt ready to be 
going (being perſuaded in my Mind that ſome- 
thing extraordinary had happened to Rametzi) 
when a dazzling Light, which iſſued from a 
grated Wicket, whereof I had never before ta- 
ken Notice, ſtruck my Eyes on a ſudden, and 


gave me to underſtand there was ſomebody at the 


Door. | : uu 1 t 
It opened ſoon after, and a low Voice calling 
out to me, bid me come in; which I did, though 
not without ſome Heſitation, not knowing the 
Perſon who ſpoke to me, by Reaſon of a Dark- 
Lanthorn, which kept him concealed; but it 
was not long before I was agreeably put out of 
Suſpenſe, by finding it was my Gentleman _ 
| | | e 
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ſelf. Scarce had he ſhut the Door, before he 
diſcovered himſelf; ' you are heartily welcome, 
ſaid he, but | did not expect you ſo late at Night; 

to the beſt of my Remembrance, we agreed up- 
on another Hour for our Meetings: I have made 

you wait a little, therefore, but you ought rot to 
take it ill, my Safety requires ſome Precaution ; 

1 have laid it down as a Rule to myſelf, never to 

open my Door before l know my Men; and your 

Change of Dreſs, which prevented my calling 

you to Mind readily, alarmed me a little. 

I then told Rametzi of my having been twice 

before to ſee him, but to no Purpoſe, and that it 

had given me Abundance of Uneaſineſs: 1 have 
been in the Country, ſaid he; 1 wanted ſome Sim- 
les, to preſerve me from an Illneſs which my 
nowledge in Medicine enabled me to foreſee; 
and which were not to be found, but at ſome 

Diſtance from Paris; where I have. been obliged 

to ſtay ſome Days. : | 

But have you any thing new: whereof to inform 

me, continued the Philoſopher, looking me ſted- 

faſtly in the Face? Ah! undoubtedly, your re- 
peated Viſits; your Countenance; a Kind of Sa- 
tistaction that is viſible in your Eyes; all theſe aſ- 
ſure me you have ſome agreeable News for me; 
let me hear it this Inſtant Good Heavens ! 

Is it poſſible Likinda ſhould be ſtill alive? Can 

ſhe be at Paris, as I ſuſpected ?:: Have you found 


her out? In the Name of all that is moſt dear to 


ou, good Bigand, keep me not upon 'Fhorns! 
NV hat'! ſhall I ſee Likinda once more! To add 
to my. Happineſs, ſhal} I find her faithful alfo |} 
Mercitul Stars! Can it be poſſible !—— Rametzi 
wanted me to anſwer all theſe Queſtions, without 
Delay, and yet his Impatience. and Emotion _ 
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ſo great, he did not allow me Time for it; at laſt 
however he held his Tongue. | 
entered, then, upon the Buſineſs in Hand; but, 
though he ſat cloſe to me, he hardly thou; ht him- 
ſelf near enough to hear me ; his Eyes, his Ears, his 
Mouth, all were upon the Stretch to devour my 
Words: J acquainted him with the Converſation 
J had overheard between the two S rangers, and 
what had enſued thereupon ; not without exag- 
gerating my own Diligence, in diving into this 
myſterious Affair; this done, I informed him of my 
almoſt poſitive Surmiſe, that the pretended Mar- 
chioneſs de Vialelli was no other than Likinda 
herſelf. | 
Unqueſtionably, cried Rametzi, at every ſeem- 
ing Proof advanced; after which, he made me 
repeat divers Times what has been ſaid upon this 
Head, in the third Part of theſe Adventures; and 
the more he teflected thereon, the more he was 
| confirmed in this Opinion. If I had intended to 
write a Romance, ſhould not have failed relating 
Word for Word, all the paſſionate Expreſſions 
which his Tranſports made him utter; but ſuch 
genuine Memoirs as theſe ought not to be pro- 
Moy by vain Fictions; a Man need only to have 
een {ſmitten himſelf, to be able to divine them 
eaſily ;'or elſe to fall heartily in Love forthwith, if 
he is abſolutely curicu- upon that Head, and has 
a Mind to be made the more ſenſible thereof. 
To return from whence we have digreſſed; it 
was reſolved to be at the Convent de „ by 
Ten next Morning, in order to proceed on our 
Enquiry into the "Truth of our Surmiſes. 1 un- 
derſtood my own Intereſt too well, to fail of ex- 
tolling my own induſtry and the Uſe to which, as 
I pretended, I had put the Hundred Louis d' Org I 
had received from him; in effect, I law myſelf | 
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moſt at the End of my Revenues, with a Miſtreſs 


upon my Hands, who could not hope for any thing, 
but from me; and Poverty is often too hard fot 
Honeſty, eſpecially when one has not had a gene- 
rous Education. [ot TEM CCC 
I told Rametzi, therefore, that, it being neceſ- 
lary for me to have Admittance every where, in 
order to the finding out Likinda, I had made 
uſe of his Money, to provide me ſuch a Garb 
as might procure me free Acceſs. even to the beſt 
of Company. . He readily approved of whate- 
ver | advanced upon this Head; and that he might 
himſelf act conformably to my Views, aſſured me 
he would alſo dreſs himſelf, next Morning, in a 


| handſome Manner, being fully perſuaded, never- 


theleſs, that he ſhould not be known again by Li- 
kinda, being ſo much disfigured as he was by the 
Blowing up of the Ship. 5 3 
He entertained me afterwards about the exqui- 
ſite Pleaſure he ſhould take in being preſent at 
what his Miſtreſs would ſay of him, without her 
ſuſpecting in the leaſt that he was ſo very near her; 


in ſhort, he was in perfect Raptures at the very 


Thought: We diſcourſed a long while upon this 
Head, and there was no Sign that Rametzi would 
ever have done; nevertheleſs, it was very late; ! 
had every Day ſufficient Employment to weary 
me heartily before Night; and I was then quite 
tired out, and ſpent ; accordingly, I told him ſo 
ingenuouſly, upon which he offered me a Bed: 
But I repreſented to him, that it would be neceſ- 
fary to be prepared as to the Manner how I ſhould 
break the Ice next Day; as alſo, that it would be 
proper for me to enquire-previouſly, underhand, 
how Matters ſtood, that, in, Caſe any Accident 


. ſhould have happened, he might be armed againſt 
itz; he was entirely of my Opinion, wherefore we 
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parted, for that Night, and I haſtened to my 
own Lodging. EE „ | 
The firſt Thing I did, next Morning, as ſoon 
as I was dreſſed, was to hurry to Luſinette; plea- 
ſing myſelf with the Thought of ſurprizing her 
by the Richneſs of my Cloaths: In effect, | fan- 
cied within myſelf, that I might very well paſs 
Muſter; and did not at all queſtion that this Diſ- 
guiſe would be advantageous to me. Even they, 
{ who have the juſteſt Way of Thinking, are hur- 
ried away by Cuſtom ; and the Dreſs of a Man, 
like the Decorations of a Play, very often makes 
him received with Approbation, when he would 
| not otherwiſe meet with ſuch a favourable Enter- 
tainment. | 
I was confirmed in this Opinion by the more 
than uſual Deference and Reſped ſhewn by Luſi- 
| nette's Landlady, who did not know me in my 
new Garb ; at which [ could not forbear ſmiling. 
After having diverted myſelf a little While, at her 
Perpl-xity, on not being able to recollect me, for 
J had ſent in Word, I was one of her Acquaint- 
ance; I then told her my Name; and, in order to 
put a good Face upon the Change of my Habit, 
pretended I had been obliged before to give Way 
to Neceſſity; but, that being lately become my 
own, Maſter by the Death of an Uncle, who 
had kept me in Subjection, and had reſolved up- 
on my being an Eccleſiaſtic, I had choſen a State 
of Life more agreeable to my own Inclina- 
tions. | 
The good Landlady, highly delighted with the 
ſeeming Confidence | repoſed in her, approved 
readily of my Way of thinking, and moralized 
abundantly upon that Head; I interrupted her, 
however, to enquire after Luſinette: I believe ſhe 
| is ſtill aſleep, ſaid ſhe ; then pauſing a Moment, 
. WW | Ah! 
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Ah! Sir, continued ſhe, what an amiable FSiſter 
have you! never in my Life did I know one who 
had ſo much Diſcretion ; would you think it, that 
the inſiſted upon my locking her up in her Room 
during the Night? I was extremely well pleaſed 
with that charming 'Creature for this judicious 
Precaution, eſpecially in a Houſe which is entire. 
ly let into Lodgings, and where there is no Want 
of young Sparks who ſnatch at all Opportunities 
to get acquainted with a pretty Woman. I con- 
gratulated myſelf, therefore, on my good Luck, 
in having placed my Affections on ſo deſerving an 
Od ject; and went to my pretended Siſter, with 
my Mind thus prepoſſeſſed in her Favour. 

Luſinette, whom I had pre-acquainted the Day 
before with my intended Metamorphoſis, had the 

good Senſe to contain herſelf, when I entered her 
Apartment; I could perceive, however, io my 
Satisfaction, that the Richneſs of my Dreſs ſur- 
prized her; and that ſhe eyed me with an Atten- 
tion which did not preſage me any Ill. She even 
confeſſed to me, after the Landlady was gone out 
.of the Room, that ſhe liked me better in that Ha- 
bit, thun in that o, an Abbot, and it may be ea- 
ſily imagined, that I was not behind-hand with her 
in Point of Gallantry. 

Compliments being over, Lv/inette aſſumed a 
more ſerions Air, and begged me, with a Kind of 
Confuſion, which rendered her yet more charm- 
ing than before, to give her Leave to tell me her 
Mind freely upon ſeveral Points which had lately 
employed her Thoughts. My Anſwer was, ſhe 
wigs do it, without Reſerve: and I would not 

only hear her with the utmoſt Attention, but 
would pay a blind Submiſſion to her Deſires. 

She ſeemed ſatisfied with this Aſſurance; and, 
depending upon a 30 ay of thinking, which is not 
very 
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very common, ſhe told me, that the Regard I 
had ſhewn her, the extraordinary Services IJ had 
rendered her, and, above all, my Diſcretion and 
honourable Behaviour were ſo ſtrongly ir printed 
upon her Mind, that ſhe was refolved not-to make 


5 an ill Uſe of my Generoſity: That ſhe was but 


too ſenſible, being deſtitute of every "Thing as ſhe 
was, ſhe muſt neceſſarily be extremely chargeable 
to me in a ready-furniſhed Lodging, where the 
Expence of Chamber-Rent and Boarding was ex- 
orbitant; and that, therefore, my Intereſt being 


become dear to her, ſhe would take care thereof: 


That, to the End ſhe might be enabled ſo to do, 
ſhe begged me to look out tor a Convent, where-- 
in ſhe might be at a more reaſonable Rate; and 
that, thereby, I ſhould be delivered from the 


above-mentioned Inconveniencies; it being her 


Deſign to have Recourſe to the Dutcheſs, as toon 
as ſhe ſhould be in the Retirement ſhe deſired: 
She added, that after the malicious Reports, 
which had ſpread about her, this was become 
abſolutely neceſſary ; beſides which, it was pro- 
per for a Maiden, in order to her avoiding certain 
Opportunities which are always dangerous; and 
againſt which, therefore, a Woman of Virtus 
ought to be upon her Guard. 

All ſhe ſaid, on this Occaſion, was put toge- 
ther, with ſo much Wit, and Delicacy, that it 
was a difficult Matter, to give an Anſwer thereto; 
in effect, this her Diſcourſe touched me to the 


Quick; and alarmed me to ſuch a Degree, that 


my Mind, being oppreſſed with the Fear of lo- 
ſing an Object, now become ſo dear to it, was 
greatly troubled. 

The Alteration, that was viſible in my Coun- 
tenance, was taken Notice of by Luſinette; 


ee ſhe aſked me kindly, whether, in 
| O 2: W 


; „ 
what ſhe had ſaid, ſhe had let any Word fall, 
which had diſpleaſed me: I aſſured her, with a 
melancholy Air, of the contrary; confeſſing to 
her, nevertheleſs, that, if ſhe deprived me of 
her dear Company, ſhe would render me the 
_ wretched of Mankind, for the Reſt of my 

ife. 5 

My little Charmer ſeeming ſurprized at this 
Speech, and deſiring me to explain it, I took Ad- 
vantage of the Opportunity to declare my Paſ- 
ſion; and aſſured her, if ſhe perſiſted in her De- 
ſign to be gone from me, I ſhould not be able to 


ſurvive it, or, at the beſt, ſhould languiſh and 


die away by Inches, Liſinette, however, warded 
off, very artfully, all the Intreaties which Love 

| * into my Mouth, to induce her to change her 
eſolution. Accordingly, ſhe repreſented to me, 
how unbecoming it would be for her to continue 
in a ready-furniſhed Lodging; that poſſibly, it 
might be found out, that I was not really her 
Brother; in which Caſe, ſhe put it to my own 
Conſcience, what I thought would be ſaid of 
her ? In ſhort, all I could prevail on that virtuous 
Maiden to grant me, was a little Time, wherein 


to bring myſelf to a Reſolution, upon this Head; 


after which, I promiſed to gain fo far upon my- 
ſelf, as to agree to the ſuffering ſo cruel a Sepa- 
ration. ü 

In the mean while, the Hour, when J had en- 
gaged to meet Rametzi, being upon the Point of 
ſtriking, I roſe up, and took my Leave. Lufinette 
_ ſeemed ſurprized, at my quitting her ſo early, and 

r eproached me for it very tenderly ; I was ſenſi- 
bly affected therewith ; and aſſured her, I would 
make all poſſible Haſte to return; as alſo, that I 


would not then leave her, were it ot for ſome 


Reaſons of the utmoſt Importance, which were 
Te” FO 25 BG 
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not altogether foreign to her own Intereſt. In 


all 

U x effect, I took ſo much Pleaſure, in the Conver- 
to ſation of one ſo dear to me, that had it not been 
of for a Clock, which gave me Notice, I could not 


7 


he ſtay any longer, I ſhould have forgot, not only 


the Italian, but the whole World. 
| As ſoon as I had thus broken looſe from the 
Us Object of my Affections, I hurried away to Ra- 


— 


d. metzi, who was waiting for me with an inexpreſ- 


my Negligence; was. perfectly upon Thorns; 
and I believe, being ſo much uſed, as he was, to 


quies. Alas | ſaid he, as we were going out, one 


me in my Uneaſineſs. 
I excuſed myſelf as well as poſſible; after which 
we got into a Coach, and ordered it to drive to 
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lived: Being arrived there, we alighted ; and 


S 22 


under a borrowed Name. 


ſible Patience, In effect, he upbraided me with 


grumble, had made ſome extraordinary Solilo- 


may ſee plainly you have never been in Love; if 
you had, you would have ſympathized more with 


the Convent, where the Marchioneſs de Viatelli 


ſent in Word of our being there under Family 
Names, well known to Rametzi, which he was 
ſufficiently aſſured would be welcome to Likinda, - 
in caſe we ſhould be ſo happy, not to be miſtaken. 
in our Opinion, that ſhe was there concealed, , 
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CHAP. IV. 


Bigand's Reflections on the Alteration, made by 
| Dreſs, in Rametzi. His Interview with 


Likinda. 


NV HILS'T we were waiting in a Parlour, 
the Anſwer of one of the Nuns, who was 
gone in with our Meſſage, I fixed my Eyes ear- 
neſtly upon Rametzi, who then, appeared to me 
ſo paſſable, and fo differcnt, from what he had 
always ſeemed to me before, that I had much 
ado to conceive, how Dreſs alone could produce 
ſo extraordinary an Alteration» His Face, fo 
fingular and odd, as I have deſcribed it, in its 
proper Place, was no longer the ſame ; being freed 
from a long dirty Beard, which before diſguiſed 
it, and ſet off with a very handſome full Peruque, 
Whoſe Sides concealed good Part of his Scars; he 
had a noble Freſence, a ſenſible Look, and an 
Air of Grandeur, that commanded ReſpeR. 
This reconciled me, to the Credibility of that 
Part of his Story, where the Paſſion of Li- 
kinda is painted, in ſuch lively Colours; and 
which had before ſhocked my Belief pretty 
much; it convinced me likewiſe, of the Truth 
of this Reflection, that a Diamond is not the leſs 
a Diamond for being rough; though the Manner 
of its being cut, and ſet, is a conſiderable Additi- 
on to its Beauty. 
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The good Nun, for whoſe Return we waited 
impatiently, came back again, in a tew Minutes ; 
and told us, in a iolemn Tone of Voice, that the 
' Marchioneſs de Viatelli would be with us in a. 
little while; which ſaid, ſhe held down her Head 
modeſtly, and withdrew with a flow and even 
Step. Rametzi could not hear this welcome 
News, without ſhewing very viſibly how ſenſibly 
he was affected therewith ; I obſerved, that he 
changed Colour, and could hardly ſupport himſelf 
upon his Legs; inſomuch that I grew afraid, the 
Concern | ſaw him under would be too violent, 
both for his Health, and his preſent Circumſtan- 
ces. I went up to him, therefore, and reminded 
him, of the Part he had propoſed to act; and 
ſeeing him almoſt motionleſs, 1 adviſed him to go 
into a Room adjoining, and allow himſelf ſome 
Time to recover his Spirits, | 

He confeſſed to me, then, that in Spite of all 
his Reſolution, the Emotions he then felt were 
too ſtrong for him ; and not finding himſelf able, 
to bear the firſt Sight, of a Miſtreſs ſo dear to 
him, he followed my Advice. It was Time he 
ſhould. do ſo; for the Marchioneſs entered the 
Parlour a Moment after, leaning upon a young 
Maiden, whom I took to be her Woman. She 
was in ſecond Mourning in an Undreſs, and pro- 
digtouſly dejected; nevertheleſs, her Beauty and 
majeſtick Air, ſurprized me to that Degree, 
that I was within a little of being as much diſor- 
dered as Rametzi : But might not my being pre- 
poſſeſſed in her Favour contribute, in ſome 
Meaſure; thereto ? 5 

The pong of a Converſation, which was 
likely to be ſo affecting, did not prove fo difficult, 
as I had imagined it would ; the Lady broke the 
Ice herſelf, by enquiring after the Family, ne 
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Name I had aſſumed, Rametzi had previouſſy 
prepared ine for this, and, accordingly, I made 
her ſuitable Anſwers to her Queſtions ; when 
changing the Diſcourſe, on a ſudden ; tell me, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, one Thing, at which I am the moſt 
ſurprized, in the World: Two important Rea- 
ſons induced me, ſince my coming into this Coun- 
try, to conceal both my Name, and Quality; I 
did yet more; to provide againſt ali the Inconve- 
niencies of Diſcovery, I immured myſelf in a 
Convent; and concerted all Meaſures for keeping 
myſelt concealed, in this Retirement, with ſuch 
uncommon Precaution and Secreſy, that I ima- 
gined it abſolute impoſſible to find me out; never- 
theleſs, your preſent Viſit convinces me, that all 
I have done to this End, has been to no Manner 
of Purpoſe ; and not only tells me, that you are 
acquainted with all the Subterfuges, to which I 
have had Recourſe, but alſo that the Place of my 
Retirement is found out. Ti 
It is true, a Prince, to ſhun whoſe Addreſſes 
and Solicitations 1 took Refuge here, has ſent 
hither in Search of me; becauſe, it is probable, . 
that he makes Enquiry after me, in all Places 
whatever, to which he can poſſibly imagine me to 
have retired z and he has Intereſt enough to 
gain Admittance every where; but | have cauſ- 
ed ſuch an Anſwer to be given, to one who has 
been here in his Name, that I am 1n Hopes, he 
will deſiſt from troubling me any more. f 
But, as for you, Sir, continued Likinda (for it 
was ſhe) the Caſe is quite different; the Names, 
which were ſent in to me, are fo dea and ſo near- 
ly related to me, that I was not able, to get the 
better of my Curioſity, to enquire after a Family, 
for which I have the greateſt Value, and from 
which I have been ſo. long parted. Satisfy. 


1 
me, then, I beſeech you, as to a Point which ſo 
much concerns me; tell me, by what Miracle, 

ou have been able to dive into ſo many Secrets; 
as alſo, why I find you alone, when I was inform- 
ed two Relations were here waiting for me? 
I'll aſſure you, ingenuouſly, all theſe Things cauſe 
me ſome Uneaſineſs, and perplex me cruelly, 
I ſhould have been very much at a Lois, had I 
been obliged to anſwer all theſe Queſtions; it 
is impoſſible to foreſee every Thing; it was neceſſa- 
ry however, to make ſomeReply ; | had Recourſe, 
therefore, to Artifice ; and, to cut ſhort all far- 
ther Interrogatories, told Likinda, it would be ve- 
ry eaſy for me to ſatisfy all her Demands, but 
that I muſt conjure her, firſt, to inform me, by 
what Miracle, ſhe had eſcaped the dreadful Dan- 
ger to which ſhe had been expoſed at Sea, when 
the Ship took Fire, and was blown up ; as alſo, 
whether ſhe had not heard any News of the fa- 
mous Rametzi, who, as I had been aſſured, was 
on board the ſame Veſſel, at that Time; that it 
concerned me the more, to have this Queſtion re- 
ſolved, becauſe ] was not only related to that cele- 
brated Philoſopher, but united to him by the 
ſtricteſt Ties of Friendſhip. 
| Scarce had I uttered, theſe Word, when the 
beauteous Eyes, of the lovely Likinda, were 
drowned in Tears; which ſhe endeavoured, in 
vain, to conceal from me ; Ah! Sir, cried ſhe, 
fetching a deep Sigh, as if-her Heart would have 
broken, what a dreadful Event do you recal to my 
Remembrance]! Mercifut Heavens! Who can 
have informed you of that horrible Accident? 
Alas ! I ſee but too plainly, that I am perfectly 
well known by you; and that it will be to no 
Purpoſe, to attempt to conceal any Thing from 
you 9 
3 1 
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In vain, I fear, does your Affection, for the 


5 great Rametzi, induce you, to flatter. yourſelf 


with the Hopes, that he may have eſcaped, by 


— the ſame good Fortune as myſclf; judge, by the 
Account, I am going to give you of that terrible 
Diſaſter, whether there can be any Room, to 


ſooth yourſelf with that Expectation. Good 
Heavens what have not I done, that I might have 
ſome Grounds, to feed myſelf with that Fancy! 
and what would not I ſtill give, to have the leaſt 
Reaſon to believe it! 


ERXERXEERREERERELEXERNE 
: CHAP. V. 


By what Means Likinda was preſerved after the 
W e Accident, of the Ship's blowing up. 
She lights upon ber Brother again. Jo what Ex- 
fiedient, ſhe has Recourſe, in order to find out 

Rametzi. The mutual Tranſports, of thoſe two 

tender Lovers, on meeting again, 1 unexpett- 

"Sree 5 


INC E you are ſo well acquainted with Ra- 
metzi, and are of Venice, continued the 
9 4/46 Likinda, I ſhall not endeavour to con- 
ceal from you the Regard, which all Italy knows 
I had for. him: The Purity of my. Sentiments 
need not make me bluſh to own them. They 
took riſe from his Merit alone; and my Paſſion 
(if. I may be allowed to make Uſe of that Term) 
owing its Birth to a Reputation juſtly acquired, 
never tranſgreſſed the Bounds of the moſt rigid 
Virtue; notwithſtanding all the Ardour. Which 
ſome have been pleaſed to aſcribe to it, in order 
* 20 a Blemiſn thereon, Forgive me, Sirz a 
| Frame, 
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Preamble, which may ſeem to have been dictated 
by Self-Love; but, I am but ſuperficially known 
by you, and perhaps, may have been repreſented 
to you in other Colours: Beſides, this is all the 
Comfort that is now left me, under my grievous 
Misfortunes; why may not I be permitted, to 
take Advantage thereof? - | 

It would be impoſſible for me, purſued the 
lovely Venetian, to tell you, by what dreadtul 
Accident, the Ship, on board whereof Rametzi 
and | were, was ſet on Fire; but, before I pro- 
ceed to that terrible JunQure, it is neceſſary, in 
order to convince you ot the Severity of my Fate, 
you ſhould know, that, by the moſt extraordi- 
nary Chance imaginable, my own Brother hap- 

pened to be the Commander of that Veltklt .- 
I 'Was not only ignorant of this, but alſo that 


he was alive; ſome Misfortunes, to which you —_ 


may be a Stranger, and which, nevertheleſs, you 
may be glad to know, had long baniſhed him 
from the Republick : Juſt as he was about to run 
away, with the Wife of a Senator, he was taken 
in the very Fact; ſuffered a tedious Impriſon- 
ment; and had not eſcaped the Rigour of the 
Law, but by the poweriul Intereſt of a Family, 
which was then poſſeſſed of the higheſt Dignities 
in the State ; Love and Reſentment had brought 
him back again to Venice, juſt at that critical 
Juncture; he had kept up a Correſpondence with 
her, who had been the Occaſion of all his Mis- 
fortunes ; and being Maſter of more Foreſight. 
than Prudence, he had put in Execution the 
boldeſt, and raſheſt of Defigns: In ſhort, the > 
Senator's Wife was carried off one Night, by 
her: Lover, even from the very Arms of her 
Huſband; and being diſguiſed in a Man's Habit, 
was hurried on board his Veſſel, which lay at 
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Anchor, two Leagues below the City, for the 
Furtherance of this fool-hardy Enterprize, 
When Rametzi and | fled for Refuge to the 
ſame Ship, in order to eſcape a Purſuit, which 
we had both great Reaſon to apprehend, the 
Captain was but juſt returned from his above- 
mentioned Expedition. An old Servant, who 
had accompanied me, and had brought him up, 
in his younger Years, no ſooner ſet Eyes on him, 
than he called him again to Mind ; and haſtening 


to me, acquainted me with the News: Upon 


this, I could not withſtand my ſtrong Deſire, to 
make myſelf known to a Brother, whom I had 
always tenderly loved; whom ] imagined to have 
been dead; and upon whoſe Affection and Friend- 
My firſt Thought was, to apprize Rametz! of 

this welcome News; but he happened not to be 
then with me; and during his Abſence, my Bro- 
ther chancing to come into the great Cabbin, 
which he had yielded to me, my Joy, at the un- 
expected Sight, of one ſo dear to me, made me 
catch him- about the Neck and embrace him ; 
acquainting him, at the ſame Time, both with 
my Name, and the Reaſon of my embarking on 
board his Veſſel. | e 

He received my Careſſes with all the Ardour 
that could be expected from ſo near a Relation; 


but, though he acknowledged himſelf readily to 


be my Brother, he inſiſted on my keeping it invio- 
lably ſecret, and bound me, on Forfeiture of my 


Honour, not to mention one Word of what he had 


told me, till we were arrived at the Port where 
the Ship's Crew were to be paid off. 
Things were in this Situation, when one Day, 
my Brother, as he paſſed by me, deſired me to 
leave my Chamber-Door open at Night, n 
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he wanted to talk with me about a Scheme he had 
laid, to render us all eaſy. I readily promiſed to 
wait for him; and he came, accordingly, at the 
Time appointed, and acquainted me with his Sto- 
ry; to which, for Want of an Opportunity, I had 


"till then been a Stranger - In ſhort, he was juſt a- 


bout to inform me of his Scheme, when Somebody 
thundering at the Door, alarmed us with the News 
of the Ship's being on Fire. At this dreadful In- 
telligence, we troubled net ourſelyes, what might 
be thought of our being together, at ſo ſuſpicious 
an Hour ; but hurried out of the Cabbin : my 
Brother goes foremoſt ; but ſcarce had he advan- 


ced a Step, when ſome unknown Perſon ſtabs him 
with a Poniard, All I could do, was to call out 


upon the Name of a Brother who was ſo dear to 
me; this dreadful Sight, together with the 


Flames which the Wind brought eloſe to us, ter- 


rified me to. that Degree, that it deprived me en- 

tirely of my Senſes, and I fainted away. | 
Happy had it been for me, had I died whilſt 

in that Condition! But it was decreed, that I 


ſhould not eſcape any of the Sufferings prepared 


for me by angry Fortune : 'The horrible Crack 
the Ship gave when it was blown up brought me 
out of my Swoon ; but I only opened my Eyes to 
be rendered the more ſenſible of my dreadful Con- 
dition. I am carried up into the Air, with an in- 
expreſſible Impetuoſity and Violence, and, being 
juſt on. the Point of ſhooting down again, with 
equal Rapidity, am every Moment in Expectati- 
on of the fatal Fall which ſhould ſhiver me to 
Atoms: The Fright deprives me of my Senſes a 
ſecond. Time, my whole Maſs of Blood is chilled 
my Heart beats, and that is all; in ſhort, I don't 
come again to myſelf, till I find ſomewhat catch 
hold on me ſuddenly behind; as if a power- 
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ful. Hand had ſeized me, and interpoſed between 
me and Death. Hope again revives in me; I ven- 
ture to open my Eyes, and trembling look about 
to ſee what Caſe I am in; Mercitul Heavens 
who would believe it! The Branch of a lofty 
Tree that hung in the Way, as I was falling, had 
_ Intangled itſelf in my Cloaths, and kept me ſuſ- 
8 the Air. Would not one have ſworn 

hat my cruel Fate had only delayed my Death, to 
render it yet more terrible, by all theſe preparato- 
ry Circumſtances? b 3 
What could I do, in this new Extremity, but 


implore the Aſſiſtance of Heaven? It was impoſ- | 


ſible to eſcape without a freſh Miracle! The 
Wind ſhook the Branch on which I hung violent- 
1y ; and having full Scope to take my Gown, like 
a Sail, gave fo briſk a Motion to my Body, thus 
Juſpenged, that I had all the Reaſon in the World 
to expect nothing but Death. Mean while, the 
Clouds, which glided ſwiftly over each other, de- 
prived me of the Sight of the Moon, which at beſt 
gave but a glimmering Light; then was I ſur- 
rounded with a Darkneſs of whoſe Horrors my 
deplorable Condition made me but too ſenſible ; 
Or, if a faint Glimpſe of the diſturbed Lumina- 
Ty now and then darted through a brightiſh Cloud, 
it was only to terrify my Eyes with a Scene no leſs 


dreadful. A tempeſtuous and foaming Sea drove 
the angry Surges to the very Foot of the Tree 


whereon I hung; inſomuch that they ſeemed to 
demand me as a Prey, which was their Due, and 
which they ought already to have ſwallowed up; 


and to complain, by their hollow Roaring, of my 


Having ſo long eſcaped them, _ EL 
In theſe horrible and continual Alarms did I paſs 
the Remainder of the Night; at Break of Day, 


I found ſome Change in my melancholy Conditi- 


„ 
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en: The Wind ceaſing on a ſudden, I had Rea- 
fon to think (after having withſtood ſuch repeated 
and violent Shocks) my Body was hung ſo faſt 
upon the Branch, that the being devoured by 
Birds of Prey, or periſhing with Hunger, were 
the two only Dangers I had then to apprehend. _ 
By good Providence, however, the Lamenta- 

tions I could not torbear making, both on Ac- 

count of the exquiſite Pains occaſioned: by my 

Burns, and the unparallelled Horrors of my 
wretched State, were over-heard by ſome Wood- 
Cutters, who were coming to work in the Foreſt 
where I hung. Hereupon, they ſearched about 
for me; and, having at laſt found me, were moved 
to Compaſſion by my terrible Situation, and made 
all poſſible Haſte to take me down: This 
done, they carried me to a neighbouring Hamlet, 
with Abundance of Humanity, where they 

gave me all the Relief that lay in their Power.“ 
Having ſpent ſome Weeks there, in order to my 


Recovery, after ſo 151 Fatigues and Hurts, my 


firſt Care was to have Enquiry made in the Villa- 
ges adjacent, whether. no One had eſcaped from a 
Shipwreck, which had happened by the Blowing 
up of a Veſſel, not many Miles from that Coaſt. 


All my Enquiries, upon this Head proving fruit- 


leſs, I procured” Remittances for a conſiderable 
Sum, rewarded my Deliverers generouſly, and ſet 
out for Paris; where I no ſooner arrived, than I 
put myfelf in Mourning, being fully perſuaded, 
both my Brother and Rametzi were in the ſilent- 


Grave, © 


My firſt Care, after being ſettled in this great 
City, was to. have Advertiſements inſerted in all 
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Gentlemen that had been blown up in a A 
that was on the French Coaſts, on a certain Da 
mentioned therein: I flattered mylelf with the 
Hopes, that if either Rametzi or my Brother had 
eſcaped, this might be a Means of their letting 
me hear from them; but four tedious Months 
paſſed over my Head, without my reaping ary 
Benefit from this Expedient. | 1 
At laſt, one Day, as I was ruminating penſive- 
ly on the Rigour of my Fate, a Sailor aſked for 
me, who told me that he was on board the Veſ- 
ſel ſpecified in the printed Bills, and that, having 
eſcaped Death on that Occaſion by a downright 
Miracle, he had been informed in a neighbouring 
Village, that a Paſſenger had been taken out of 


the Sea by ſome Fiſhermen, the very Night when 
that dreadful Accident happened; but that what- 


ever Pains he had taken to come at his Name, he 
had not been able to get Knowledge thereof. I 


— aſked this Man a hundred Queſtions, but could 


not gain any farther Inſight from him; I reward- 


ed him, however, liberally for his Trouble, and 


aſſured him, if he would return to that Village, 
and bring me any better Information from thence, 


he might depend upon a moſt ample Recom- 


pence. | | 
In Expectation of ſome more certain Intelli- 


gence from this Sailor, I led a moſt ſolitary and 


uncomfortable Life; and, I believe, ſhould have 
died with Anguiſh and Deſpair, had it not been 
for a moſt unexpected Piece of good Fortune. As 
I was coming one Day out of Church, I ſaw two 
Men riding by; the Aſpect of the Foremoſt cau- 
ſed an Emotion in me; I thought he greatly re- 
ſembled my Brother: The Surprize ſeized upon 


Mind to have him followed; merciful Hea- 


| wy Spirits; however, I had a ſufficient Preſence 
of 
: vens! 


to his Relief; and, that, having been caried to 
2 neighbouring Town, he had been there inform- | 
ed, that ſeveral Perſons, on board his Ship, had 
been: ſaved, as well as himſelf ; that he had al- 
ways flattered himſelf, with the Hopes, that they, 
who were moſt dear to him, were of the Number 
of thoſe who had eſcaped; and, that being ſtill 
prepoſſeſſed with the. moſt ardent Paſſion: for 


os 


a certain Lady, named the Marchioneſs de Viatel- 


Phe... [ 161 he 
vens ! it was he himſelf | Do but imagine our 
mutual Raptures! | 1 

After carrying him to my Houſe, and having 
indulged ourſelves in the Tranſports, that might 


be expected from ſo happy and unhoped for a 


Meeting, he informed me, that the Wound, he 


had received from the Dagger, proved but ſlight; 
and that having been carried, by: the Powder, 


ſome Miles from the Place, where the Veſſel 


blew up, by the, greateſt Providence imaginable, 
he had got no farther Hurt, by that Diſaſter, than 


a moſt violent Shake; which had jarred his whole 


Body to ſuch a Degree, that he imagined all his 


Limbs diſlocated; that he happened to fall pretty 


near the Shore, and. was taken up when juſt ſpent, 


by ſome charitable Perſons, who came in a Boat 


the Senator's Wife before- mentioned, he had 


been travelling about, from Town to Town, ever 
ſince the Day of our Separation, in order to 
enquire, not only after her, but after me; and, 
that, in ſhort, having had. a printed Bill put into 


his Hands, wherein ſtri&t Enquiry was made, by 


ly, about the Perſons eſcaped out of the very ſame 


Ship, he had ſet out from Mar/eilles, on Purpoſe - 


to have an Interview with that Lady. . 
On- his thus ſaying, 1 informed him, I was 


that very diſconſolate Perſon, mentioned in the 


Bills, who had taken ſuch indefatigable Pains, ic. 
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get ſome Intelligence of him, and Rametzi. Here- 
upon, my Brother, in order to comfort me, aſſu- 
red me, I ſhould certainly ſee him again one Day 
or other; being firmly perſuaded, by the Ac- 
count given him, in a Village, to which he went 
on Purpoſe, that Philoſopher was one of thoſe, 
whom Providence had miraculouſly preſerved. 
My Brather, having thus informed me, hardly 
ſtayed with me two Hours ; his Impatience, to 
find again his beloved Miſtreſs, not ſuffering him 
any longer to diſcontinue his Search after her. 
However, the unexpected Sight of him, and 


L the comfortable News he told me of Rametzi, re- 


ſtored: me to a Health, which my Sorrows had 
greatly impaired ; and flattering myſelf with the 
Hopes, that I might, perhaps one Day, again 
light on the Object of my Affections, and that the 
ſame good Fortune, which had brought my Bro- 
ther again to my Arms, might like wiſe ſend him 
once more, to bleſs my longing Eyes, I no more 
lived ſo retired as before. I went every Day to 
Church, and oftner twice than once; I beſeeched 
Heaven, earneſtly, to hear my Prayers, for his 
Return; and I frequently ſought, in the Coun- 
try, that Peace of Mind, to which I had been a 
Stranger, ever ſince the fatal Day, which had de- 
prived me of what was deareſt to me in the 
World. eee LES 5 
One Afternoon, in Particular, when I went 
out to take the Air, on paſſing near the River, 1 
ſa w a vaſt Multitude, aſſembled there together, 
on Account of a publick Rejoicing, and ordered 
the Coachman to ſtop a little. I had my Atten- 
tion fixed upon Variety of amuſing Objects; 
when it was called off from thence, by a Man, 
who was endeavouring to break thro” the Crowd, 
with the utmoſt Precipitation. Without Bong 

; | able 


rendered ſo troubleſome a Paſſion offenſive , 
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able to gueſs the Reaſon, I followed him with my 


Eye, and did not loſe Sight of him one Moment; 
his Face ſeemed to be drowned in Tears; and Pi- 
ty induced me to put my Head out of the Coach, 


in order to view him the better: When we are 


unhappy ourſelves,. we are ready to compaſſionate 
others.. Scarce had Chance made this Unknown 
lift up his Eyes towards me, when he gave a loud 
Cry; ſaid ſomewhat which | did not hear; and 
fell down in a Swoon : This cauſed ſo violent an 
Emotion in me, that my Woman, imagining - 
ſomething had frightened me, called out to the 
Coachman, and bid him drive on. Twice or 
thrice was my Mouth open, to order him to 
ſtop; but, my Diſorder was ſo great, and my 
Mind ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed, that this was the ve- 
ry Man, whoſe Loſs I had ſo long bewailed, that 
I, not only, had not Reſolution enough, but fell 
without any Senſes into the Arms of my Wo- 
man. x | 

My Servant, alarmed at ſeeing me in this Con- 
dition, reſolved to remove me into a Tavern that 
was hard by; where the Care that was taken of 
me, and the many Remedies they gave me, at 
laſt, brought me to myſelf. On coming again to 
my Senſes, I was not a little ſurprized, to find 


. myſelf ſurrounded with a numerous Company; 


„ whom 


and to hear that the Prince- de 


Chance had ſent that Way, in his Return. from 


Court, had himſelf been at the Pains, to be aſ- 
ſiſting towards my Recovery. He conduQed me 
Home alſo; when he took his Leave, deſired 
Permiſſion to pay his Reſpects to me; and, ot 
many Days after, made me a formal Declaration of 
his Love. | 2 5 

The Affection, I had conceived for Rametzi, 


but, 
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but, in vain did I let him know my Sentiments 
and repreſent to him, how fruitleſs it would be 


to endeavour at changing my Mind; it was all to 
no Purpoſe; his Highneſs was either continually 
at my Houſe ; or, if i ſhunned him, he followed me 


every where. I reſolved, therefore, to get away 
privately from his Perſecution; and accordingly 


retired hither, fully determined, if a Year pal-. 
| fed. without my hearing of Rametzi, to turn 


Nun. 

Scarce had Litinda uttered theſe Words, 
which were followed by a Flood of Tears, 
when her Lover appeared, and threw himſelf 
at her Feet; he was not able to hold out any 
longer, againſt ſuch poſitive Aſſurances of Con- 


ſtancy and Affection: It had been agreed between 


us, that 1 ſhould tell her he was dead; he was 
deſirous of ſeeing what Effect that News would 
produce; but, how vain are ſuch Reſolutions 
Can we diſſemble long with one we love? Had 
he not already reproached himſelf, twenty Times, 


for not ſhewing himſelf ſooner ? Did the tender 


Likinda deſerve ſuch a Trial at his Hands? Or, 
had ſhe then the Power to revenge herſelf upon 


him for-it? Her Eyes are again bleſſed with the 


Sight of a Lover whom ſhe adores, whoſe Loſs 


ſhe has ſo long, and ſo bitterly lamented, how 
ſhould ſhe be tuſceptible of any other Emotions, 
than thoſe which are occaſioned by ſo joyful a 


Meeting. 


I ſhall by no Means undertake to give a ſuit- 


able Deſcription of the lively Overflowings of the 


Heart, at this moving Interview. What did not 


theſe faithful and tender Lovers ſay to each other! 
The Surprize and exceſſive 'Tranſports. If Likinda 


were very near being fatal to her; ſhe finds her- 
id- 


{lf ill, and, fortunately for her, the young Ma 


Ln 3 - | 
en, whom ſhe had brought with her, was fill 
there; otherwiſe, who could have helped her ? 
We are more apt to die of Joy than Sorrow. 

After the tumultuous Raptures, that were na- 
turally to be expected from a ſo-long-wiſhed-for 
Meeting, were a little over, and Love had been 
paid its Tribute, I received from both in my 
Turn, all the Teſtimonies of the moſt lively 
Acknowledgment. Rametzi took me in his Arms, 
and aſſured me, he ſhould never be able to make 
me any Return, which he ſhould think equal to 
what he owed me. I gave ſuitable Anſwers, to 
both their Compliments, upon this Head; after 
which, the Diſcourſe turned upon what was to 
be done in the preſent Juncture. We were not 
long at a Loſs about this; for the amiable: Li- 
kinda, whoſe Wit was not inferior to her Beauty, 
immediately laid before us what Courle would be 
moſt proper to be taken. | 

Her Determination was, that to avoid all far- 
ther Perſecution from the Prince, who (as has 
been before obſerved) had already ſent to the 
Convent, ſhe would leave it that very Night; 
by which Means, ſhe might fhun an Interview, 
ſhe had already refuſed, on ſeveral ſpecious Pre · 
tences, which, however, could not avail long: 
As alſo, that, to prevent any Interruption from ſo 
powerful a Lover, they would privately take a 
Poſt-Chaiſe, and ſet out for Venice; and that, as 
ſoon as they were arrived there, ſhe being then 
of Age, and become her own Miſtreſs, would 
marry Rametzi publickly. 

This being concluded on, the reſt of the Morn- 
ing was ſpent in conſulting about the neceſſary 
Preparations for their Departure, which it was 
reſolved ſhould be next Morning. We then took 
Leave for the preſent, in order to get Things in 

or; | Readineſs 


* 


. 
Readineſs for it; a Poſt-Chaiſe was ſoon bought, 
and the reſt did not take us up long; for where 
Money is not wanting, all Delays and Difficulties 
are eaſily got over. 
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A ſurprizing Alteration in Bigand's condition. His 


Harting with Rametzi and Likinda, who ſet 
out together for Italy. 


AD I given Way to my Impatience to ſee 


H Luſinette again, I ſhould have had Recourſe 
to ſome Pretence, for leaving Ramelzi; but find- 


ing him upon the Point of his Departure, and 


forging tk, after all his Promiſes to me, theſe 
aſt Moments were of the utmoſt Importance to 
my own: little Concerns, I redoubled my Care 


and Complaiſance to pleaſe him. To my Com- 


fort, his Gaiety feemed'to promiſe me good For- 
tune ;- nevertheleſs,. his Cuftom of talking to him- 
ſelf, and: being full of Geſtures, diverted more 
than one- who paſſed by; and never left him, 
whilſt we were in the Streets; nay, for my own 
Part, I could not forbear laughing thereat very 
heartily.. 


At laſt we arrived at the Door of Rametzi's 
Habitation, which he immediately opened; but 


ſo great was his Abſence of Mind, that no ſooner 
had he entered therein himfelf, than he ſhut it 
ain full in my Face. I was quite confounded, 

as might well be judged at this unexpected Treat- 
ment; but I had no long Time to make any Re- 
ffections thereon; for my Gentleman returning 
again within a Moment, forgive my RO 
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dear Bigand, cry'd he, I am ſo tranſported with 
Joy, that Jam not myſelf: To find again, her 


one loves, beyond one's ſelf, after having given 


her over for loſt, occaſions ſtrange Revolutions in 
the human Mind; in effect, will not you allow, 
that my good Luck ſurpaſſes all that could have 
been hoped for, or expected? | 

I readily agreed, to whatever he advanced upon 
this Head, after which we went up Stairs, and 
ſat down to Dinner; with the uſual Precautions 
already mentioned. Our Diſcourſe turned wholly 
upon the preſent Situation of Affairs; upon 
which Head Rametzi aſſured me, he was reſolved 
to live for the future like other Men ; to make it 
the whole Study and Pleaſure of his Life, to ren- 
der the beauteous Likinda happy ; and that this 
ſhould be the Bounds he would ſet to his Philoſo- 
phy. That, as for all thoſe ſublime Secrets, he 
had acquired, and whereof he had told me, he 


would never more have Recourſe to them; eſpe- 


\cially thoſe whoſe whole Aim was ſordid Intereſt, 


and Riches ; becauſe they were too apt to draw 
Envy upon thoſe who poſſeſſed them; and con- 
ſequently, were more likely to diſturb that Feli- 
city, he propoſed to enjoy with his adored Fair- 
One, than. to contribute towards it: He made, 
on this Occaſion, an excellent moral Diſcoutſe, 
of the Weight of which I was fully ſenſible; lay- 
ing it down as an'undoubted Truth, that a plain, 
regular Courſe of Life was the moſt deſirable 
of all, and the leaſt liable to Uneaſineſs or 
Troubles. „ | 

I could have wiſhed heartily, that Rametzs 
would have finiſhed his Reflections, and come to 
ſome Concluſion, which might be conducive to 
my Intereſt? The Day haſtened on a- pace, and 
1 was not a little afraid, being ſo much taken up, 
as 


of 


[ 168 1 


as he was, with his own Affairs, he would not 
have any Time, to think at all of mine: I was 
the more confirmed in this Opinion, on ſeeing 
the Venetian give over his Diſcourſe, on a ſud- 
den; throw himſelf back in his Elbow-Chair; 

| ſhut his Eyes; and fit as without Motion; and] 
was terribly apprehenſive, he either found him- 
ſelf ill, or uk fallen aſleep; for he continued in 
this Poſture about Half an Hour ; I was miſtaken, 
however, in my Conjectures; as to the Occaſion 
of it; he was in a deep Thought; and was 
: conſulting within himſelf ; nor was it long, be- 
fore found, I had not been forgotten, in this ſe- 
cret Conſultation, 

He roſe up, on a ſudden; lighted a Taper; 
made me a Sign to follow him ; ; opened a Trap- 
Door, whereof I had never before been aware; 
it being contrived ſo as to be imperceptible, with- 


in the Thickneſs of the Wall; and led me down 


a little Pair of Stairs: This * he carried me 
through divers intricate Turnings, which brought 
us into a Laboratory, furniſhed with all Manner 
of Inſtruments, that are neceſſary for Chymical 
Operations. | 
Being arrived there, Rametzi opened a ſecond 
Trap-Door, contrived as imperceptibly as the 
former, and ſhowed me two Barrels full of Gold- 
Duſt, which amounted to an immenſe Value: 
Thou ſeeſt this Treaſure, ſaid he; half of it is 
more than ſufficient to render thy Life perfectly 
eaſy and happy; I give it thee, O Bigand ! and 
I do not think, that, in ſo doing, I over-pay 
thee ; the other Half I reſerve for myſelf ; that I 
may no longer be obliged to have Recourſe to 
my Secrets. Not content with this, purſued he, 
I make thee a Preſent alſo of this Houſe, and all 
that is contained therein; and, in order to pre- 
vent 
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vent all Trouble upon this Head, I will go di- 


rectly; and aſſign it over to thee, by a Deed of 


Gift, in Form ; that to the End thou mayeſt re- 
main in peaceable Poſſeſſion thereof. 

Theſe generous Promiſes were ſoon followed 
by the Performance of them; for we haſtened 
away forthwith to 'a Lawyer's, where the Wri- 
tings were drawn, ſigned, ſealed and deliver- 
ed; and from thence, my dear Benefactor con- 
ducted me to the Eccleſiaſtic, of whom he had 
made mention to me, and defired him to take 
me into his Protection; having previouſly ſecured 
him in my Intereſt, by the Preſent of a large Sum 
to the Poor ; and by promiſing him, that, at the 
ſame Time that I became his Succeſſor in his 
Subſtance, I ſhould alſo become ſo, in his annual 
Donatives, for charitable Uſes. In effect, I en- 
gaged to ſet a-part yearly, a Sum equivalent 
thereto, for the ſame laudable Purpoſe ; and the 
good Prieſt, comforted for the Loſs of Rametzi, 
by my Promiſes, congratulated me on the Piety 
of my Sentiments ; exhorted me to perſevere in 
following the excellent Example of my worthy 
Predeceſſor; repreſented to me of how great 
Weight it was in the Eye of Heaven ; and, after 
a very pathetic Diſcourſe upon this Head, dif- 
miſſed us, equally edified by his pious Converſa- 
tion, and his Diſintereſtedneſs of Soul. | 

After all theſe Points were thus regulated, and 
Rametzi had taken Order, about having what he 
had reſerved, for his own Uſe, conveyed fafely 
to him; we returned back to his Habitation 
(which I ſhall call mine for the future) where we 
found the lovely Likinda, who had got thither 
before us; it having been agreed ſhe ſhould meet 
us there; and ſhe having been turniſhed, by Ra- 


meli, with a Key, to let herſelf in, in Caſe we 


m . I. . | ſhould 
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ſhould be gone out. She was ſoon convinced, by 
ſubſtantial Proofs, that, notwithſtanding her Ab- 
ſence, ſhe had reigned without the leaſt inter- 
ruption, in her Lover's Heart; the Sight of her 
Picture, with the Account of Rametzi's Courſe 
of Life, ſince their fatal Separation, left her no 
Room to doubt of this Truth; upon which this 
tender Couple vowed a Thouſand Times, that 
their Happineſs was unparallelled. _ 
Next Morning, by Day-Break, the Poſt- 
Chaiſe being ready, we took our Leave of each 
other; and notwithſtanding the great Reaſon, I 
had to be comforted (though it may not readily 
be believed, after the Account I have given of 
myſelf) I was touched with a lively Grief, at this 
Parting; and it was not without a Flood of 
Tears, that I received the laſt Embraces of Ra- 
 metzi: Accordingly, he was ſenſibly affected 
therewith, and promiſed with a hearty Sincerity, 
never to forget me. The beauteous Likinda, did 
me the Honour to ſay as much; adding, that ſhe 
Hoped, one Day, to ſee me at Venice; and aſſu- 
ring me, that, whatever happened, ſhe would 
never be unmindful, of the great Obligations ſhe 
had to me. 5 8 
I Was ſo thoroughly moved, with theſe repeat- 
ed Proofs, of the moſt ſincere Gratitude, and 
Friendſhip, that I could hardly make a ſuitable 
Return thereto: Atlaſt, they got into the Chaiſe, 
and drove away; and | ſtood till, looking after 
them, till they were quite out of Sight ; after 
which, I went back into my Houſe, it being then 
£00 early, to go any Where elſe. SR 
Being thus left alone, I was ſo ſtruck with 
Aſtoniſnment, at ſo many extraordinary Events, 
that being ſcarcely able to ſtand, I threw myſelf _ 
down upon a Bed, where my Thoughts crowded 
| "011 Os 
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in thick upon me, and variouſly agitated my 
Mind: However, after mature Reflection, when 
] had well weighed all Circumſtances, my Judg- 


ment, upon the whole, was, that the moſt con- 


ſunimate Happineſs, unallay ed by any of thoſe 
gloomy Ills, which often caſt a Damp, upon the 
moſt ſeemingly well-eſtabliſhed Felicity, was re- 
ſerved for me, for the future, 


XEREEELENXEXENERENES 
CHAP. VII mA 


Wherein Bigand's Riches conſiſt. An Inſtance of 
a Son's being laudably diſpoſed in Favaur of 
his Father. 1 | 


HEN a Man. never has been rich in his 
Days, nor in any Likelihood of being fo, 
he cannot eaſily believe that he is become ſo; 
eſpecially, when Fortune, by a moſt unaccount- 
able and ſurpriſing Caprice, has plunged him (if 
I may uſe that Expreſſion) in Affluence on a ſud- 


den; and ſhowered down Plenty upon him, in a 


Manner out of the Clouds: In effect, juſt at this. 
Juncture, I thought my laſt Adventure ſo very ex- 
traordinary, that it ſtruck into my Head the 


Whole might be only one of thoſe pleaſing 


Dreams which vaniſh when we wake, 
Poſſeſſed with this Imagination, I ſtarted up 
haſtily, to ſee' whether ſome illuſive Fancy of an 


cver-heated Brain had not actually flattered me 


with the Poſſeſſion of a Fairy Treaſure. In this 


_ fantaſtic Diſpoſition of Mind I began to furvey all 


the Apartments Rametzi had ſhewn me with the 


utmoſt ExaQtneſs; and found every where convin- 
cing Proofs of my unexpected good Fortune, In 


Q_2 ; one 
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one Place, divers Cheſts plentifully ſtored with the 
fineſt Linen, for all Sorts of Uſes, agreeably en- 
tertained my Sight; in another, a noble Buffet 
advantageouſly ſet out with Abundance of Gold 
and Silver, and the ſcarceſt and moſt beautiful 
China ſtruck my Eyes; but the Wardrobe cauſed 
my Admiration more than all the Reſt; being tull 
of various Dreſſes for all the different Nations 
under the Sun; I could not for my Life ima- 
gine for what Uſe Rametzi could have deſigned 
them. 

After having buſied myſelf a while in viewing 
all theſe, I went into the Gallery wherein were 


divers handſome Apartments; and at one End of 


which was an exceeding fine Clock wrought with 


admirable Art, whoſe Value was conſiderably 


heightened by the great Variety of Aſtronomical 
Uſes for which it ſerved. The Room, however, 
wherein was Likinda's Picture, ſeemed to me the 
moſt magnificent in the whole Houſe The 
Number of ſtately Looking-Glaſſes where with it 
was filled, which reflected Objects back from one 
to the other, multiplied this Picture a thouſand 
Times; and they were diſpoſed ſo artfully, ac- 
cording to the niceſt Rules of Opticks, that the 


Sight was only bounded by its own Weakneſs; 


which rendered this Apartment one of the moſt 


inchanting Places I ever ſaw in my Days. 


I was juſt about to go out of this Terreſtrial 


Paradiſe, when I caſt my Eyes upon one of the 


Looking-Glaſſes, and perceived a little Key hang- 
ing thereto : This Obſervation made me examine 


the reſt, and, I found, they had the ſame: I judg- 


ed immediately they muſt belong to as many Cup- 
boards, which were contrived within the Wall: It 


proved as I thought, and I had the Curioſity to 
open divers of them. P 


The 


of their immenſe Value ; being tull of all Sorts of 
1 for all Manner of Uſes, as Rings, Buckles, 


Employment of taking an Inventory of the Fa- 


1 
The Firſt was filled with Papers, on the Sight 
of which I remembered Rametzi had deſired me 
to ſet apart for him all thoſe which ſhould fall in- 
to my Hands, and accordingly I refolved not to 
fail complying therewith. - 
The Second contained divers Bags full of Gold 
and Silver in Specie. ; 
The Third, a very curious and valuable Col- 
lection of Medals, placed in admirable Order. 
The Fourth, a prodigious Quantity of Gold 
and Silver Toys, together with a great deal of 
Plate, of all Sorts, to a conſiderable Value. 
The Fiſth, a Kind of ſmall Library, conſiſt- 
ing of divers choice and ineſtimable Wa 
which Rametzi had likewiſe reſerved for his own 
Uſe. | : | 
The Sixth, which, for the Worth of its Con- 
tents, I ought to have named the firſt, offered to 
my View a great Number of imall Boxes, placed 
one upon another, which I had not the Patience to 
open, by Reaſon there were ſo many of them; 
but the firſt that came to Hand made me ſenſible 


Buttons, Cc, ſet a hundred different Ways. On 
the Sight of this Treaſure, it appeared to me fo 
very ineſtimable, being rather fit for a Sovereign 
Prince, than any private Perſon, that, notwith- 
ſtanding my dear and to- profuſion- generous Bene- 
factor had not made the leaſt mention thereof to 
me, I fully determined within myſelf, to ſet aſide 
the greateſt Part of them; and have them tranſ- 
mitted to the matchleſs Likinda, as a Tribute wor- 
thy of her, and which ſhe alone could poſſibly de- 
ſerve. | 955 

The Sun: riſing ſurprized me in this agreeable 


Z vours 
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yours which Fortune had ſo ſuddenly heaped upon 
me. I hurried over, therefore, my Survey ot the 
Reſt of the Houſe ; having a ſecret Deſign in my 
Head which I was reſolved to put in Execution, 
and the very Thought of which had made a lively 
Impreſſion upon me. I was in ſuch Haſte to ac- 
compliſh this, that I took but a ſlight View of a 
handſome Garden which joined to the Houſe ; and 
whoſe high Walls prevented its being overlooked 
by any of the Neighbours. I walked therein but 
a few Minutes, conſidering within myſelf about 
the Manner how to effect my Scheme; for, not 
being able any longer tg withſtand the inward 
Voice which dene me with a criminal 
Oblivion of what moſt nearly concerned me, 1 
haſtened out precipitately. It is not always 
« Riches which render a Man happy; true Felicity 


depends wholly upon the Tranquillity of the 


Soul. 


This criminal Oblivion, which cauſed me ſuch 


Remorſe, was my having *till then forgotten the 


many Sorrows I had occaſioned my ancient Fa- 


ther: How laudable were theſe Sentiments! At 


the ſame” Time that I bluſhed for my paſt Faults, 
I could not forbear congratulating myſelf on the 
Shame l felt, for having been ſo long without 


making the leaſt Enquiry after thoſe to whom 


owed my Birth; as alſo, upon the ſincere Deſire 

which was imprinted on my Heart, to compenſate 

by the moſt ſubſtantial Proofs of Reſpect and Ten- 
derneſs, for the little Regard I had, *till then, had 

for them. pe | | 

In vain would Love have oppoſed this, or diſpu- 
got the better thereof. But, will Riches make a 
Man honeſt, on a ſudden, who has never before 


had any Regard to Reputation? Why not! Is it 


1 


ted at leaſt for the Preference; natural AﬀeQion 


not 
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not ſeen every Day, that Honours (as the com- 
mon Proverb ſays) change Manners? Is it not 
poſlible that, by a lucky Chance, this Change may 
happen for the better? I am ſure it is, and I am 
myſelf an undeniable Proof thereof. 

I am afraid however, what 1 am going to ſay- 
of myſelf will be imputed to Vanity: Don't we 


daily ſee Upſtarts, who, in order to glory in 


a Fortune newly acquired, make a Parade 
of their Finery, in their own Country, and 
amongſt their Relations? All this is very true 
but, though it may be objected to them, that what 
Good they do to their Family is rather a Proof of 
their Oſtentation than their honeſt Hearts, this 
ſhall not prevent my commending them. Why 
ſhould People always view Things in the worſt 
Light? I don't find it coſts them any more, to look 
at them in the beſt ; but what is it they will not 
carp at now-a-Days ? Let us return from whence 
we have digreſſed. | 
[ hired the firſt Hackney- Cad I met, and or- 
dered the Man to drive we to the Street where 
my Father lived; I did not at all queſtion finding 
him; it being at an Hour when he never failed be- 


ing at Home; if nothing extraordinary had hap- 


pened therefore, there was no Reaſon to fear 
miſſing him. 

When I was arrived almoſt at the Door of the 
Houſe, where I expected to have found him, I 
got out of the Coach, with Intent to have run and 
thrown myfelt at his Feet; but was prodigioufly 
ſurprized to ſee the Face of every Thing changed; 
the Ground- Room being transformed into a Shoe- 
maker's Shop, and every one of the Neighbours 
abſolute Strangers to me. 

I enquired, then, with ſome Concern of the 
Maſter of the Shop, what was become - the 
. leur 


WE, 

Sieur Bigand : The Man told me he had been con- 
fined ſeveral Months in Priſon, for Debt; and 
that this Misfortune having ruined and diſperſed 
the whole Family, his Wife had been forced to 
ſcower Pewter, his Daughter to go out to Service, 
and his youngeſt Son io black Shoes for a Liveli- 
hood. The honeſt Man added, that all the Hard- 
-- ſhips this poor, induſtrious and honeſt Family un- 
derwent, were brought upon them by their eldeſt 
Son, a good-for-nothing Raſcal, who had robbed 
his Father of ſuch a conſiderable Sum, that the 
Loſs had quite broke his Back, ſo that he had ne- 
ver ſince been able to recover himſelf; and that 
the Trouble of theſe miſerable W retches were the 
more deplorable, as there was not the leaſt Hope 
of their ever getting up again in the World; the 
Wite being often reduced to atk Alms for the Suſ- 
tenance of her aged Huſband, who was almoſt 
ſtarved with Hunger, infomuch that it was 
enough to move Compaſlioa in, the hardeſt 
Breaſt. 

This 1 Story, for which I knew 
there was but too much Foundation (having ac- 
tually robbed my Father of ſuch a Sum, though, 
through Modeſty, I did not before mention it) 
touched me to the very Quick, and forced Tears 
into my Eyes; I aſked the Man, therefore, with 
a faultring Tongue, in what Gaol my Father 
was confined; which he having told me, I ha- 
ſtened again into the Coach. I had hardly got 
in, before the 'Tears which I had, till then, re- 
frained, with much ado, guſhed out amain; and 
J was ſo greatly diſordered, that ] was obliged to 
make the Coachman ſtop ſome Minutes, to give 
me Time to compole myſelf, This done, Lor- 
dered him to drive to the Priſon ; with full Reſo- 
_—_ not only to deliver my F ather from theners 

ut 
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but to pave the Way for my Pardon, by ſuch 


ſubſtantial Proofs of ſincere Repentance, and Af- 


fection, as might, in ſome Meaſure, deſerve the 


Forgiveneſs, for which I intended to ſue. 


ge vA G A, SA ARSE RS RD, 
CHAP. VII. 


Bigand viſits bis Father in Gaol. The miſerable 
Condition wherein be there finds bim. 


EIN G arrived at the Priſon, I immediately 
enquired for the Sieur Bigand; but in vain 
did I aſk the Turnkeys for him by that Name; 
as my Father was friendleſs, and deſtitute of every 
Thing, he was no longer known to them, but 
by a Nick-name. I had Recourſe, therefore, to 
the Head-Gaoler, as being the Perſon who ought 
to be the beſt informed ; he looked over his Book, 
and told me, very civilly, becauſe 1 was richly 
dreſſed, that the Man, after whom I enquired, 
was very much to be pitted, and in a very lan- 
guiſhing Condition; eſpecially within theſe few 
Days that his Wife had been fick; which had 
deprived him of what little Suſtenance ſhe uſed to 
procure for him under his Afflictions. 

Hereupon, being ſenſibly moved, with this 
mournful Account, I begged the Gaoler, to let 
one of the Turnkeys ſhew me the Way to 
this miferable Object; Ah! Sir, cried he, inter- 
rupting me, it would be much better to make 
him come to you, if he has Strength enough to 
walk ſo far; it would make too deep an Impreſ- 
ſion upon a Gentleman, like you, to go into a 


Place, where he will find nothing, but the moſt 


melancholy and diſagreeable Scenes of the deepeſt 
Woe 


1 


1 
Woe and Diſtreſs. No matter, Sir, no matter, 
anſwered I, with a Voice yet more and more af- 
feed, but ſtriving to conceal it; ſuch Sights are 
ſometimes of great Service to a Perſon who is 
converſant in the World. 


On my thus ſaying, a Turnkey was immedi- 


ately ordered to ſhew me to him; who, leading 


me through a hundred dark W indings and Turn- 


ings, at laſt ſtopt at the Door of a Ward, which, 
had 1t not been for a little Light that came in at 
the Window, might more properly have been 
called a Dungeon; where about twenty poor 
Wretches were lying, higgledy-piggledy, upon 
Straw : See here, ſaid he, in a Voice as rugged 
and diſagreeable as the grating of his Iron Bolts, 
ſee here, yourſelf, whether the Man you enquire 
after is not amongſt theſe. 

Scarce had the Priſoners heard this, before they 


all raiſed themſelves up, and gave a mournful 
Cry, which pierced me to the Heart: One 
alone, who was ſtretched out at his full Length, 


never ſtirred from his Place, or ſhewed the leaſt 


Sign ot his fympathizing with his Companion, 


in their 8 
1 aſked which was the Sieur 1 ; upon 


which all thoſe, who had raiſed themſelves up, 
lay down again in their former Poſture; and only 

the poor Wretch, who did not ſtir before, lifting 
up his hoary load, anſwered, with a Sigh, Iam 


he; who wants me? Get up, and don't trouble 
yourſelf about the reſt, cryed the 'Turnkey, with 


a hoarſe, ſtern, and haughty Voice; come hither, 


I ſay, and you ſhall be told preſently. 
My Father, my dear venerable Father, im- 


mediately obeyed ; and, notwithſtanding his Mi- 


ſery, and his long Beard, I knew him again di- 


rectly; he approached me, then, though his 


weak 
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weak Eyes could ſcarce bear the Magnificence of 
my Dreſs, and aſked me, with a Voice, more 
broken by his Sorrow, than his Age; whether 
he had the Honour to be known to me? Twenty 
Times was I on the Point of betraying myſelf, and 
falling at his Feet; I was ſenſibly affected with 
the Rigour of his Fate ; my Legs began to fail 
me ; and had it not been for the Wall, which 
ſupported me, I ſhould have dropt down back 
wards. | | 

I fighed, and had hardly Strength to ſpeak; how- 
ever, | got the better of myſelt, as well as 1 could, 
and, pretending to be ignorant thereof, aſked, 
how long he had been confined there, and on 
what Account; it was impoſſible for me to ſay 
more, ſuch an Oppreſſion had i upon my Spirits. 
Hereupon, this dear Father, with Tears in his 
Eyes, told me the whole Story; wherein my 
own Name was mentioned but too often, and that 
not to my Advantage; it was high Time for it 
to draw to an End, for I could no longer hold out : 
Not knowing, therefore, what to do, I turned a- 
way abruptly, without looking at him; but, af- 
ſured him, he might take Courage, for I was go- 
ing to labour for his Delivery; which ſaid, I went 
towards the Door. The Priſoners, then, ran af- 
ter me, and begged ſomething to drink my Health, 
as uſual; whereupon, I pulled out a Handful of 
Silver, which procured me a Thouſand Prayers, 
and Bleſſings, from thoſe miſerable Objects. | 
I haſtened back from thence to the Gaoler's, 
whither I was no ſooner got, than I was taken ve- 
ry ill; I told you ſo, Sir, cried he; People, who 
are converſant in the World, are not uſed to meet 
with ſuch melancholy Sights ; they are too con- 
trary to their Cuſtoms : Having thus ſaid, he gave 


me a Glaſs of Cordial, which revived me. I en- 
I | tered 
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tered then upon Buſineſs with him. aſked, for 
what Sum the Priſoner was confined ? Five Hun- 
dred Livres, Sir, anſwered he, and the uſual 
Charges; when that is paid, he is diſcharged of 


| Courſe, If that is the Caſe, reſumed I, drawing 


out my Purſe, he will not be long in this Place; in 
the mean while, here are Four Louis d'Ors, tobe 
diſtributed amongſt his Companions, and as much 
for your Turnkeys ; I would have them all drink 
the Priſoner's Health, and rejoice at his Delive- 
rance ; as for yourſelf, Sir, continued I, it is not 
fit, to deal with you in the ſame Manner; you de- 
ſerve a quite different Treatment. 
1 N —— and this Generoſity, to which 
the Goaler had never before been uſed, rendered 
him yet more obliging than ever, and more offi- 
cious to ſerve me. As a Proof thereof, he told 
me, ſince I concerned myſelf for the Welfare of 
the poor Priſoner, he would adviſe me to defer 
his Enlargement till next Day; for Fear the ex- 
ceſſive Tranſports, of ſo ſudden, and ſo unexpeQ- 
ed a Diſcharge, ſhould over-power him, and oc- 
caſion his Death. | 
He added, that it would be neceſſary, to pre- 
pare him for his Liberty, by dieting him, and-giv- 
ing him Victuals by little and little, to the End 
that, when he came where he might eat his Fill, 
he might not be too voracious, and either over- 
charge his Stomach, or ſuffocate himſelf, [1 
—_ it entirely proper, to be ruled by him in 
this Point, as he had moſt Experience in ſuch 
Caſes ; wherefore, I took my Leave; recom- 
mended the dear Priſoner particularly to his 
Care; and got again into the Coach, with a 
Mind agreeably relieved, from the Oppreſſion J 
before felt, by the good Action, I had juſt done. 
The Tranſports, whereof the Soul is ſenſible, af- 
| ter 
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ter Well-doing, is a Kind of Fore- runner, and An- 


ticipation, of its future Reward and Happineſs. 
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CHAP: 5: 


The Scruples of Luſinette. Bigand greatly alarm- 
ed, on being ſurprized by the Embaſſador. What 
a dangerous Employment he is put upon, by bis 
Excellency, 


E can never give ourſelves up to Pleaſure, 

with ſuch a Guſt, as when we are diſen- 
gaged from every Tie of Duty; accordingly, 
ſcarce had | complied with the Dictates of natu- 
ral Affection, before the Idea of Luſinette, return- 
ing to my Imagination, with redoubled Charms, 
I flew from the Priſon to viſit that dear Object of 
my Deſires. The Landlady was juſt coming 
down from her, as | was at the Bottom of the 
Stairs, and ſeemed overjoyed at the Sight of me; 
go, ſaid the, you are a naughty Man, you put 
your Siſter into terrible Frights ; ſhe has not dined 
yet, poor Lamb! One may fee plainly, you are 
turned a down-right Town Spark, you begin to 
keep fine Hours, 

I made her no Manner of Anſwer, but flew 
directly to Lufinette, and in Spite ot her Reſerved- 
neſs, could perceive eaſily by her Eyes, how wel- 
come my Viſit was to her. I enquired then, 
with ſome Fagerneſs after her Health, as alſo 
whether Care had been taken, aceording to my 
Deſire, to prevent even her Wiſhes : She aſſu- 
red me, ſhe had all the Reaſon in the World, to 
be ſatisfied with her Landlady's Behaviour; and 


ſhould even think herſelf very happy were not 


or 1L - 5 uch 
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ſuch a Way of Life inconſiſtent with the Rules o 
Decency : But added, that, as all ſhe had to de- 
7 on was her Virtue, and the Satisfaction, of 


aving never ſwerved from its Precepts ; ſhe og. | 
1 


ged me very ſeriouſly, either to give her a po 


tive Anſwer, about her going into a Convent, as 


ſhe had propoſed to me, or at leaſt, to get ſome- 
body to lock out for: a Service for her; aſſuring 
me, -ſhe would much rather chooſe to wait upon 


a Lady, than be expoſed to the Danger of 


being ſuſpected guilty of a criminal Correſpon- 
dence. „„ 3 
My dear Luſinettès perſevering, in this Man- 
ner, in ſuch a virtuous and laudable Reſolution, 
did not in the leaſt diſpleaſe me; on the contrary, 
it forwarded the ſecret Deſign my Heart had 
formed in her Favour, I was deſirous, how- 
ever, to diſſuade her from it, but it was in vain; 
and, I was obliged, in order to ſatisfy her, to 
promiſe, I would come to a Determination, one 
Way or t'other, the very next Day. For which 
will you declare, for the Convent, cried that 
charming Creature, looking earneſtly at me? 
Nay, now you are very ill-natured, anſwered I, 
in a little Pet; you muſt certainly have a great 
Mind, never to ſee me more, by your inſiſting ſo 
on going from hence. Good Heavens! How 
much you wrong me, purſued Luſinette Could 
you but read my Thoughts, you would not thus 
reproach me! Why, how ſhould I ſurmiſe any 
Thing from thence, in my Favour, reſumed [ 


_ eagerly ? Ah! no more of that, Sir, rejoined Lu- 


ſmette, giving me an arch Look, I am very much 


afraid, you have underſtood me but too well. 
I was about to carry on the Converſation far- 
ther upon this Head; but Dinner being brought 


in, Luſinette was ſo malicious, to detain ' the 
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Landlady, on Pretence of being obliged to her, 
for her good Ul age; that ſhe might give me no 
Opportunity to renew the Diſcourſe. I ſat down 
at Table, therefore, with a little Diſſatisfaction 
in my Looks; which the Gaiety of that lovely 
Pratler ſoon diſpelled: The Miſtreſs of the Houſe 
was not long, before ſhe alſo was in a merry 
Strain; ſhe had been handſome in her younger 
Days, and had ſtill ſome Traces of a good Face 
remaining; but we ſeldom judge impartially of 
ourſelves'; accordingly, I could find by her 
Talk, ſhe did not yet think herſelf at her laſt 
Prayers. | | 
After Dinner, Luſinette and I went to the 
Window, whilſt the Cloth was taking away; 
and, being then more agitated than ever, by my 
Love for that charming Maiden, I was endea- 
vouring to ſift out, by my Diſcourſe, whether I 
might reaſonably judge myſelf to be in her Fa- 
your ; but ſhe interrupted me in my Deſign, by 
making me take Notice, that a Coach had juſt 
ſtopt at the Door, wherein was a Gentleman of 
a moſt engaging Aſpect, who had his Eyes atten- 
tively fixed upon me. My Mind was then fo in- 
tent, upon what I was ſaying, that I had not in 
the leaſt obſerved the Arrival of the Coach ; but, 
no ſooner had I looked that Way, than I was 
; ſerzed with a Trembling from Head to Foot; for 
it was the Embaſſador : And I was ſenſible he 
knew me, by a Sign he made to me, though I 
was ſo much diſordered juſt then, that I could 
not tell, what he meant thereby. 
In effect, I ſtood ill at the Window, like a 
Statue; ſo that Luſinette, who had taken Notice 
of my Confuſion, aſked me with ſome Concern, 
what was the Matter with me? I was juſt going 
to anſwer her, when one of the Footmen knock- 
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ed at the Door; and Word was brought me, the 
Moment after, that Monſieur de—— was below 
in his Coach, and wanted to ſpeak with me; up- 
on which, I juſt bowed to Lufimette, and haſten- 
ed away to his Excellency. 

As ſoon as I approached the Coach-Door, the 
Embaſſador ordered it to be opened, and made 


me place myſelt by him; after which, I am 


overjoyed, ſaid he, that Chance has thrown you 


in my Way ; I have ſent my where in Search 
of you, theſe two Days, and No- body has been 
able to give the leaſt Intelligence of you: 
Where do you hide yourſelf? And what are you 
doing ? Having by then had Time to recover my- 
ſelf, I ſet a good Face upon the Matter, and 
aſſured his Excellency, I did not negle& his Bu- 


ſineſs, one Moment; but had provided the rich 


Dreſs, I then wore, on Purpoſe to have Admit- 
' tance every where; that I had even got Scent of 
the Chevalier de Rocfer, after whom I had, ever 
fince, made diligent Enquiry, underhand ; and 


did not doubt, giving him a good Account of that 


Gentleman, in a little while. 

This is all mighty well, reſumed the Embaſſa- 
dor, with an Aſpect more ſerene, than when he 
firſt accoſted me; but you muſt be expeditious z 
for, I have received certain Advice, that he is 
hatching ſome Miſchief ; the Preſident, Father 
to the young Lady in Queſtion, having given me 
Notice, that he ſurprized his Daughter, writing 
a Letter to her Lover, whereby he judged, a 
ſecret Correſpondence was carried on between 
them, and ſome Deſign ready to break out; that 
he had not been able however to get at the Bot- 
tom of any Thing, ſo much w-re they upon 
their Guard ; but he did not doubt, ſome of his 
Family were gained over, and favoured the In- 


trigue: 


: „ | 
trigue: He added, that, for Fear of taking any 
Steps to no Furpoſe, and thereby alarming them, 
he had kept this Diſcovery to himſelt, till he had 
aſked my Advice, how he ſhould behave, on this 
Occaſion. 85 x 
I told him, purſued his Excellency, I knew no 
better Way, than to ſet a Watch about the 
Houſe at Night; there being no Likelihood, 
they would attempt any Thing, in the Day- 
Time; and you was the Man, Bigand, upon 
whom I pitched for that Purpoſe ; which was 
the Reaſon of my ſending every where in Search 
of you. Since I have again found you, continued 
he, you muſt lie perdue there this very Night; 
and give over every other Enterprize, even ſup- 
poſing you ſhould make any Diſcovery ; and if 
even any one either enters, or comes out of the 
Prefident's Houſe, you muſt lay hold on him; to 
this End a Body of Watchmen ſhall have Orders, 
not to ſtir from about the Neighbourhood ; and, 
ſuppoſing you ſhould have any need of them, you 
will find them within twenty Yards of the 
Preſident's, in the Street de, under a Far- 
rier's Shed, over-againſt a Tavern: The Word 
ſhall be Saint Lewis and Bezancon, don't forget 
it, it will make them obey you. a 
I promiſed the Embadſfador, his Orders ſhould 
be punQually obſerved ; notwithſtanding, which 
he was going, perhaps, to aſk me ſome farther 
Queſtions which might have puzzled me, when 
I was fortunately delivered, by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral; who happening to paſs by, and ſee his 
Excellency, - ſent to deſire a Word with him. I 
took Advantage of this lucky Opportunity to 
withdraw; and the Embaſſador's Coach driving 
off, I haſtened up again to Ly/inette, who having 
recollected his Excellency, was no longer ſurpri- 
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zed at his having ſent for me; but, as for the 

Landlady, ſhe was prodigiouſly aſtoniſhed, and 
de I muſt neceſſarily be a Perſon of great 
Diſtinction, ſince one of Monſieur de⁊5„ 
Rank treated me in ſuch a familiar Manner. 

T ſpent the reſt of the Day, with the charming 

Luſinette; and had no Reaſon to be diſſatisfied, 
with the Converſation, which I renewed with 
her; for I found plainly, though ſhe would not 
directly confeſs, that he had an Affection for 
me, I might flatter myſelt with the Thoughts, of 
not being altogether indifferent to her. This in- 
duced me to endeavour, to make an End, as ſoon 
as poſſible, of the Affair I had undertaken; 
that I might afterwards enjoy in Peace the plen- 
tiful Fortune, with which Providence had bleſſed 
me. | 

I don't in the leaſt queſtion, but many People 
will blame me, for this Part of my Conduct; 
neither do I pretend entirely to juſtify it; and I 
can eaſily imagine all they will ſay upon this 
Head? Why would you run the Hazard of new 
Adventures, cry they ; Could you ever meet with 
any more fortunate, than what has already befal- 
Jen you? What more could ſuch a-one as you 
hope for, or expe&? A noble Houſe ; Plate and 
Jewels to an immenſe Sum; together with an 
almoſt inexhauſtible Treaſure ? what could you 
want beſides? 

It muſt be confeſſed, nothing can be more rea- 
ſonable than theſe Obſervations ; but, at the ſame 
Time, nothing could have been more imprudent, 
than ſuch a Behaviour: Had TI left the Embaſſa- 
dor's, without giving ſubſtantial Reaſons for my 
ſo doing, what would have been the Conſequence 
of it? His Excellency, provoked at ſuch a ſudden 
and precipitate Departure, would certainly have 
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examined into the Cauſe thereof; . and what 
would he have thought, of the prodigious Altera- 
tion in my Circumſtances? Should | have enjoy- 
ed in Peace, a Fortune, acquired in ſo extraordi- 
nary a Manner ? 55 . 

I believe theſe few Words are ſufficient, to 


juſtify my Foreſight on this Occaſion ; it is true, 


this Enterprize was very near coſting me my 
Life; but, then, it has procured me the peace- 
able, and quiet Enjoyment, of the Favours of 
Providence, ever ſince: And Dangers ought not 
to frighten us, when there is no Room to 
doubt, of their bringing us to the End of our 
Wiſhes, 

One conſiderable Advantage, at leaſt, I deri- 
ved from this Undertaking ; that enterprizing and 


| inquiſitive 'Temper, which was born with me, as 


has been ſeen in the former Part of my Story, 
could not have failed of proving fatal to me, one 
Time or other; my laſt Adventure cured me of 
that pernicious Itch, of intermeddling with other 


People's Affairs; ought I not, therefore, to be 


reconciled to all the Sufferings it brought upon 
me? Experience convinces me ſtill, every Day, 
that no greater Happineſs can betal us, than that 
of retorming ourſelves. - 


CHAP, 
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Bigand lies upon the Watch about the Preſident's 

Houſe. He ſeizes upon the young Lady's Tu- 
tor, by Miſtake, inſtead of De Rocter. I; 
brought into a terrible. Premunire. How he 
comes off. A lively Picture of Hypocriſy, 


As ſoon as 1 had ſupped, I took Leave of my 
+ dear Luſinette, and haſtened Home, where [ 
changed my Cloaths; thoſe I had on drawing the 


Eye too much, and being, conſequently, quite 


unfit for the Buſineſs upon which I was going, 1 
took Care, alſo, to provide myſelf with a Pair of 
Piſtols; and, being thus prepared againſt all 
that could happen, went directly to the Street 
where the Preſident lived, with a firm Reſolu- 
tion to watch ſo narrowly about the Neigh- 
bourhood, that not a Dog ſhould paſs unob- 
ſerved. | 


Above two Hours did I liſten with the utmoſt 


Attention, and keep a ſtrit Eye upon every 
Thing that ſtirred, without finding the leaſt 


Reaſon to believe the Embaſſador's Intelligence 


well- grounded. Being wearied out, therefore, 
with ſuch a tedious Expectation, I was juſt be- 
ginning to nod upon a Bench, when the Smack 
of a Whip, and the Trampling of Horſes, 
made me ſtart out of my Sleep, and prick up 
my Ears with all imaginable Earneſtneſs. On 
drawing near the Houſe, however, and looking 


about every where, I could not diſcern any Thing 


which could have occaſioned the Noiſe ] had 
heard; I turned down the Corner of the Street, 


therefore, 
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therefore, and was not long before I found ſuf- 
ficient Room to be alarmed thereat. | 
As I was creeping along cloſe by the Wall, 
that I might be the better able to diſtinguiſh 
Objects, a Dunghill, over which I was near fal- 
ling, made me judge that the Preſident's Stables 
were in that-Street, and the Intrigue was carried 
on that Way; in effect, I was not miſtaken 
in my Conjedtures. | | 
The Noiſe I had heard proceeded from a 

Chaiſe, to which the Horſes were already put, 
and which was juſt upon the Point of driving 
away; I was pretty much -perplexed, therefore, 
what to do on this Occaſion ; whatever was the 
Deſign, or whoever appeared, I had Orders to 
ſeize upon them; and I was apprehenſive, that 
whilſt I quitted my Poſt to fetch the Watch, who 
were in a neighbouring Street, the Chaiſe might 
be gone another Way. Chance, however, which 
had always been propitious to me, favoured me 
alſo at this Juncture; a lighted Pipe, whereof I 
had a Glimpſe, at the Corner of the Street, made 
me judge I was not the only one who was there 
ſtanding Centinel; I went up, therefore, directly 
to the Perſon who was ſmoaking, and eaſily found: 
it was one of «the Watch. As ſoon as he heard 
me, he called out in a low Voice, who goes 
there? TI anſwered immediately Saint Lewis and 
Bezancon; whereupon he came up to me, and 
told me his Comrades were not above four Steps 
off, and would be with me at the firſt Whiſtle : 
Upon this, I ordered him to put out his Pipe, 
which might diſcover him, and be in Readineſs 
with his Companions at the Corner of that Street; 
for, according to all Appearance, I ſhould ſoon 
have Occaſion for them, | 
IV, | SCArce . 
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.Scarce had I got back again to the Place Ye 
1 ſtood before, when I faw a Man come out, 


leading a Woman, whom having firſt helped into 


the Chaiſe, he then got into it himſelf alſo. I 
did not ſtir, however, *till the Chaiſe began to 
move, when J gave a Whiſtle, which brought 
the Watch to me in a Moment: I ordered them 


to follow me with all Speed, and get before the 


Horſes as ſoon as the Chaiſe was without the 
Town, after which I'would take Care of the Reſt. 
T have forgot to obſerve that his Excellency had 


_ "enjoined me, above all Things, in caſe I ſhould 


proceed to Extremities, to manage Matters fo as 
to avoid cauſing any Alarm; which was the only 


Reaſon of my forbearing to ſeize them at the ve- 
ry firſt. 


| Scarce had we overtaken the Chaiſe without 
the Gates, when the Watch formed a Ring 


about it, and ſtopped it; upon which, I leaped 


into it, and ſeized upon the Man,. whoſe being in 
the Habit of an Abbot ſurprized me very much, 
and his Cowardice amazed me yet more. It was 


what I could never have expected, after what I 
had heard and ſeen of the brave Chevalier de Roc- 


fer; for he gave a loud Cry, and was ſo fright- 
ened, that he ſuffered me to lay hold on him as 


quietly as a Lamb. 


Having thus diſpatched this Point, 1 Ae | 


him into the Hands of the Watch; and, as I have 
always been of a miſtruſtful Temper, gave them 
a ſtrict Charge (in order to prevent any Sur- 
rize) to go all of them with him to the neareſt 
riſon, and there wait for new Inſtructions, being 
myſelf alone ſufficiently able to take Care of all 


that remained to be done. Having thus provided 
againſt the worſt, I ordered the Poſtillion to tun 
about, and haſten back to the Place from whence 


he 
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he came; but the poor Boy, who took us for 
Thieves, and was frightened out of his Wits, in- 
ſtead of doing as he was bid, fell upon his Knees, 


and begged me to ſpare his Life; in effect, it was 


with the utmoſt Difficulty that 1 diſpelled his 


Fears in ſome Meaſure, and prevailed on him to 


move: At laſt, however, by Abundance of Pro- 


teſtations that I had no Deſign to kill him, he got 


again on Horſeback, and trotted away towards the 
Preſident's. 

I had placed myſelf in the Chaiſe by the La- 
dy's Side, where 1 had not been long, before I 
perceived her to have loſt her Senſes; I did my 
utmoſt to recover her; but her Fears had made fo 
ſtrong an Impreſſion on her, that all my Efforts 
for that Purpole were in vain : I urged the Poſtil- 
lion, therefore, to put on faſter, in Hopes that 
either the quick Motion of the Chaiſe, and the 
Air I gave her would fetch her again to Life; or, 
that by our Arrival the ſooner at our Journey's 
End, ſhe might obtain the more ſpeedy Re- 
hef. | | 

Scarce had the Chaiſe ſtopt at the Gate from 


whence it ſet out, than a Man appeared, who cried 
to the Poſtillion, you have been admirably expe- 


ditious, my Lad, we did not expect you back ſo 
quickly: What Anſwer the Boy gave, or what 
Sign he made, I know not, but the Unknown 


haſtened in again, and ſhut the Gate after him. 
Hereupon I aſked the Poſtillion, who that Man 


was, and what he meant, by what he had 


ſaid; but it was impoſſible to get a Word 


out of him; and the Condition wherein the 
Lady (whom I took all the while for the Preſi- 


dent's Daughter) ſtill continued, made me paſs 
over this his obſtinate Silence. 
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In order, then, to get Relief for her, and ſor | 


fear a longer Delay ſhould prove dangerous, I 
thundered at the Gate as loud as I was able; but 
I knocked ſome Time, before |! could obtain any 
Anſwer: At laſt, Somebody aſked in an angr 

'Tone, who was there, and what I wanted at tack 
an unreaſonable Hour? My Reply was, to bid 
him open the Gate quickly, and call up the Preſi- 
dent for Buſineſs of Importance which would not 
admit of any Delay: However, a conſiderable 
Time paſt in diſputing, during which the Lady 
continued ſtill in her Swoon, and it was not with- 
out many, Oaths that I would complain to his 
Maſter, that I prevailed on the Man, at laſt, to 

o and call him, | 

Act length, a Light appeared at this Gate at 
which it was more difficult to get Admittance, 
than at that of a Fortreſs in Time of War; and 
ſoon after, the Hinges of the two Folding Doors 


began to creak, and the Gate flew open. A Man 


about fifty, in a Night-Gown, whom I judged 
to be the Preſident, by the Reſpect that was 
ſhewn him, came forward, and aſked me in a very 
rough Tone, what ſo very urgent Buſineſs I had, 
to cauſe him to be diſturbed in ſuch a Manner ? 
Hereupon i went up to him, with my Hat in my 
Hand, and was about to give him an Account of 
my Proceedings; but, puſhing me back again, 
without vouchſafing to hear me, and fixing his 
Eyes upon the Chaiſe, he demanded what was 
the Me-ning of its being at his Gate at ſuch 
an Hour. | 


It was brought back hither by me, Sir, cried, 


without being at all daunted; and having thus 
premiſed, I added, in a Voice ſomewhet lower, 
that I had again recovered Mademoiſelle, his 
Daughter, whom the Chevalier de Rocfer was 


on 
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on the Point of carrying off. What doſt tho 


fay, thou Raſcal, relumed the Preſident, 11 


at me with an haughty Air? That you muſt 

have Mademniſelle, your Daughter, taken down 

out of the Chaiſe without 9 Sir, cried I; 
While, and nor 


ſhe has been in, a Swoon a great | 
a Moment 'ought to be loſt, before ſhe has ſome 
Relief. Very fine! purſued the angry Magiſtrate, 
I don't underſtand one Word of all this Varlet ſays, 
he makes me mad; . my Daughter is within, un- 
der Lock and Key, and, nevertheleſs, he pretends 
he has, got her here. But, what do I ſee, 
continues he, being now cloſe by the Chaiſe, my 
Niece! Good Heavens! am I awake or aſleep? 
What my Niece! the very Pattern of Holinets ! 
a perfect Saint !- Does ſhe ramble abroad, 
at luch unſeaſonable Hours! No, I am certainly 
out of my Senſes; and I believe the Devil has a 
Hand in all this! | 

At any, other Time, I ſhould not have been able 


to have forborn laughing at the Preſident's Paſſi - 


on; but I was then ſo much ſurprized myſelf at 
what had paſſed, that I only ſtared about me, 
quite amazed, *till it ſhould pleaſe Chance to un- 
ravel this Myſtery: Nor was I the only one who 
was aſtoniſhed ; the whole Company were equal- 
ly ſurprized, inſomuch that the Niece was carried 


in, without one Word's being ſpoken, all of us 


keeping our Eyes fixed upon the Prefident. 

For ſome Minutes, he ſeemed in a Manner mo- 
tionleſs, and revolving divers Things in his Mind, 
at laſt, ſeizing me on a ſudden by the Collar; what 
haſt thou been ſaying, cried he ? What waſt thou 


about to tell me? What Buſineſs hadſt thou 
here? and how cameſt thou to be concerned in Oo S 


| What has juſt happened 3 quickly, other- 


VoI. wiſe 


J. 
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I was juſt going to anſwer che Preſident, an 
give hit an Account of all that had Paſt; as alſo 
to tell hint, wat Share 1 had it the Affair, and 
what Inſtructions had been gen me; when the 
Poſtillion whom I had frightened ſo terribly, and 
who was, at length, come to himſelf, cried out, 
that he alone was to he believed; that he had 
got the Chaiſe ready by the exprefs Order of the 
utor; but that, for my Part, I'was a Robber, 
who had ſet upon him with Deſign to kill him, 
about a Muſket-Shot from the City-Gates; and 
it was only by a Miracle he had efcaped. 
On the Boy's thus ſaying, every one had his 
Eyes fixed upon me; and, as Fortune would 
Have it, another Body of the Watch paſſing by 
at the ſame Inſtant, and not only hearing a Noiſe, 
but ſeeing a great Light, and catching hold on 
what the Poſtillion had averred, ran up to me, 
and laid Hands on me, as a Prey lawfully belong- 
ing to them. The Preſident then telling who he 
was, gave Orders to let me come in, but not to 
loſe Sight of me, being reſolved, he ſaid, to ex- 
amine me himſelf. 5 | 
Theſe Words were no ſooner out of his Mouth, 
than they dragged me into a Court-Yard, where 
they bound me like a Malefactor; after which, 
they proceeded to ſearch my Pockets, where find- 
ing the Piſtols, which agreed perfectly well with 
what the Poſtillion had declared, I was try*d and 
caſt in an Inſtant; and there was not one of the 
Servants who did not condemn me, at leaſt, to 
be broken upon the Wheel. In effect, this In- 
terval, as may be well judged, was not one of 
the moſt agreeable in my Life; nevertheleſs, it 
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and Invectives of the Domeſticks, after the De- 
parture of the Preſident ;, whom his Niece, be- 
ing at laſt recovered from her Swoon, had deſire 

to favour her with his Company. I was a Stran- 
ger to what paſſed in this Interview; but it was 
ſcarce over, before Orders were given to conduct 
me into the Cloſet of the Magiſtrate, who was 
there waiting for me in an eaſy Chair. As ſoon 
as he ſet Eyes on me, he bid every one with- 
drawz! and leave us together; after which, well, 
young Man, faid he, art thou diſpoſed to tell me 
the Truth > Thou art not yet in the Judge's | 
Hands; I am Maſter of thy Deſtiny ; no Subter- 
fuges or Evaſions; thou haſt ſeemed to me too 
deeply concerned in this Affair, not to be per- 
fectly well acquainted with all the Particulars 
thereof; thou namedſt a Man to me whom I 
have good Reaſon not to love; doſt thou belong 
to him? And my Daughter is not to be found; 
whether has ſhe. been conveyed ? Be adviſed. by 
me, Friend, and think not to get away from me 
by inventing Lies; thou art too well apprized of 


the Duties of my Office, not to know, that it is 


the Buſineſs of a Judge to diſtinguiſh Truth from 
Falſhood; 1 forewarn thee of this, that thou 
may'ſt not take Abundance of Pains to no Pur- 
poſe, by endeavouring to impoſe upon me. | 

As ſoon as I was left alone with the , Preſident, 
I did not in the leaſt queſtion, that I ſhould quick- 
ly bring him off, from his unreaſonable Prejudice 
againſt me: In effect, ſcarce had I mentioned the 
Embaſſador's Name, and ſome of the Circum- 


ſtances, relating to Mademoiſelle, his Daughter, 
and her terrible Lover, before he interrupted me, 
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and begged me to forget the ill Uſage I had juſſ 
received; acknowledging, that far from having 
deſerved it, he was already greatly obliged to me, 
for what 1 had already begun to do for him, in 
bringing back his Niece e 
But, my Daughter, Monſ. Bigand, continued he, 
what is become of her? And what Courſe muſt we 
take to recover her from the formidable Chevalier de 
Rocfer ? That will be a very difficult Matter, Sir, 
laid I, if he has actually carried her off; for, no 
Doubt, they have concerted their Meaſures but 
too well: Howeyer, Sir, reſumed I, I don't believe 
they have yet got away, if you are well aſſured, 
me was not gone before Night. Ah! 1 will be 
anſwerable for that, rejoined the Preſident, for l 
aw her, before 1 went to Bed; and 1 hope that 
r E213 290900 
Tertainly, Sir, ſaid 1; but, neither is my 
Opinion to be rejected, for two Reaſons ; the 


done is, I have never ſtirred from the Neighbour- 


Hood of your Houſe, ſince Ten this Evening; and 
not a Soul has come out, except thoſe I ſeized ; 
the other is, I remember, when I brought back 

your Niece, a Man popped out, - who, little 
dreaming, no Doubt, of what had happened, 
haſtened into the Houſe again, with Precipitation, 
having, I ſuppoſe, obſerved ſome Circumſtances, 
which did not ſeem favourable to him. This ſud- 
den retiring, I believe conceals ſome Myſtery ; and, 
if Mademoiſelle D is got away, it can only 
have been during the Time, that the Watch laid 
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Oh! if that is the Caſe, I will be anſwerable 

For the contrary, cried the Preſident, interrupt- 

ing me; as I will alſo for the great Gates, and 

the Door of the Stables, which have been ſtrictly 

"guarded ever ſince your Arrival; and there _- 
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only thoſe two Ways, of getting out of the 
Houſe. Since it is ſo, Sir, purſued I, you may 
make yourſelf eaſy; for Mademoiſelle, are 
Daughter, is, undoubtedly, . concealed in ſome 
Corner of the Houſe, and the Man, who would 
have ſlipt away, was certainly her Lover. | 
l begin to be of your Opinion, replied the Ma- 
giſtrate; I even ſee ſome Conformity between 
what you ſuggeſt, and what my unworthy Niece 
has told me; but, ſuppoſing you ſhould be right, 
what Courſe ſhall we take, in ſo tickliſh an Af- 
fair? The beſt Way, I believe, Sir, will be, to 
examine Mademoiſelle your Niece again; it will 
be in vain to ſift the Poſtillion, or any other of 
your Family; ſhe alone muſt be privy to the 
whole Myſtery. During this Enquiry, purſuant 
to which we will concert our Meaſures, the Gates 
muſt. be kept ſhut, and well-guarded, and the 
Watch detained, that they may be in Readineſs, 
in Caſe of Neceſſity. | 125 

Having thus conſulted, the Preſident called in 
the Company; cauſed me to be unbound, to the 
great Aſtoniſhment of the Watch, and all his Fa- 
mily; and conducted me to his Niece's Chamber. 
She was, then, in Bed, and rather dead than a- 
live; nor could I diſcover, whether the Colour, 
that over-ſpread her Face, was the Effect of her 
Shame and Confuſion, or of her deadly Vexati- 
on, for having been prevented, in the Execution 
of her criminal Deſigns. Po 
All the Inferences I could draw, from the En- 
quiry then made, when reconciled with what the 
Preſident himſelt had told me, as we were going 
out of his Cloſet, were, that his precious Niece - 
was an artful and politick young Gentlewoman ; : 
who, under the Maſk of a pretended Devotion, 


had found the Way to impoſe upon the Family, 


D-3J- and 


4 4 N. 
5 r 
. 


k 


and be entirely at her own Liberty: I could per- 


ceive alſo that, under the Cloak ot a ſeeming Mo- 


deſty, ſhe had kept from the Obſervation of the 


- © Publick, a Heart prone to Love, and burning 
to! 14; 3165 


with amorous Deſires. —_ 118 

Such as I have here deſcribed her ſhe had ſuf- 
fered herſelf to be taken, with a young Fellow, 
who was as great a Diſſembler, as ſhe was an 
Hypocrite ; and, who, like too many in the 
World, pretended to direct others, without being 


able to govern himſelf ; this was the Tutor: He 
had begun by making fine Speeches, and waited, 

no Doubt, a favourable Opportunity, to receive 
the Reward thereof, in an advantageous Match: 


The Preſident's Reſentment againſt his Daugh- 
ter, was the firſt Circumſtance which ſeemed to 
favour the Views of theſe Lovers; and the rigor- 
ous Treatment of that young Lady, on Account 


of the Chevalier de Rocfer, together with her 


cloſe Confinement, the Deſpair of her Gallant, 


and the Confidence the Uncle repoſed in the 


Niece, forwarded' them yet more; in ſhort, all 
theſe Incidents gave Birth to a double Plot ; in- 
ſpiring the former with the Reſolution to make 
her Eſcape by Flight from the Hardſhips ſhe lay 
under; and the latter with that of juſtifying; her- 
ſelf, by her Couſin's Example, for throwing her- 
ſelf away, by a diſproportionable Marriage. 
The Caſe, however, was by no Means alike; 
the Tutor was of a mean Extraction, and there 
was no Chance which could ever render him a 


ſuitable Match for the Niece ;- whereas it was 
not ſo with the Chevalier de Rocfer, he was of a 


Family of great DiſtinQion ; and there were no 


other Objections againſt him, but Abundance of 


diſagreeable Adventures, and the Averſion of his 
Miſtreſs's Father: This, it muſt be confeſſed, 
| 133 Was 
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was 4 great deal; but it did not quite take awa 
all Hope of - ſeeing his Marriage with the Preſi- 
dent's Daughter, one Day, approved of and ra- 
tified-' e | 1 

To return from whence I have digreſſed. The 
Niece's formal Outſide had ſo long impoſed upon 
the Family; her ſeeming Modeſty in all her Ac- 
tions; her Eyes always caſt down at the Ap- 
proach of a Man; her ſtrict Devotion which 
would not let: her omit any one religious Duty, 
and her Converſation conſtantly ditated by the 
moſt rigid Virtue ; all this Grimace, I ſay, had 
fo far blinded the Eyes of the Uncle, that when 
he took the Reſolution to keep his Daughter un- 
der Lock and Key, he would not intruſt her in the 
Cuſtody of any one, but ſo ſanctified a Perſon. - 

The two Couſins being then in. juſt the ſame 
Caſe, acquainted each other with their moſt hid- 
den Thoughts; the Tutor was next called to 
join in the Conſultation, and the Chevalier de 
Rocfer was afterwards admitted to make one at 
their Conferences. In ſhort, it was at laſt re- 
ſolved to redreſs all Grievances by Flight ; and 
that when they were all gone away, they would 
all four unite - themſelves by the Nuptial Tie; 
which done, they would afterwards endeavour, 
whilſt at a Diſtance, to make their Peace, and 
obtain the Ratification of their Marriages, which, 
as they would then have been already conſumma- 
ted, it would have been too late to think of pre- 
venting. 
All Things having been thus agreed on, the 
Tutor, in whom the Prefident repoſed Abundance 
of Confidence, for the ſame Reaſons as he did in 
his Niece, took upon himſelf the Care of pro- 
viding for their Eſcape : In order to this, beſides 
his Tutor's Place, he had, a little before, very 
N TE. politickly, 
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politickly, obtained that of Gentleman of the 


Horſe to the Preſident, which rendered him ab- 


ſolute Maſter of the Stables. This material Point 
being gained, that Day, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, that Night, when I was placed Centinel, 
ſo unfortunately for him, had been pitched upon 
for the Execution of their long projected Scheme, 
when the haughty Preceptor inſiſted on ſetting 
cout firſt, as being entitled thereto, by Virtue of 
his Office. . 'The Chaiſe was to have carried him 
and the Niece. to a Country-Seat of the Preſi- 
dent's, about three Miles out of Town; and hav- 
ing lodged them in Safety there, was bs have re- 
turned, and fetched the Daughter and the Che- 
valier de Rocfer ; Poſt-Horſes having been there 
Provided, to convey them all directly to Hal- ä 
land. 
Thus had they concerted their Meaſures, the 
they had ſufficient Leiſure and Opportunity to 
have ordered them better; but Prudence ſeldom 
- accompanies ill Deſigns : Vice blinds our Eyes; 
it puts our Senſes in a Hurry, and we don't ſee 
the wretched Fate it is about to bring upon us, 
till the Hand of Remorſe has taken away the fatal 
Muffler with which we were hood-wink' d. | 
The Account given us by the Niece of Part of | 
theſe Circumſtances, whilſt ſhe ſhed a Flood of 
Tears, and implored her Uncle's Pardon, helped 
to confirm me in my ConjeQure, that they had 
not yet made their Eſcape : Wherefore, I aſſured 
the Preſident, i the Chevalier de Rocfer fell in my 
Way, I would undertake to ſeize him, I had 
this Affair very much at Heart, and the more 
Difficulties I foreſaw therein, the more was 1 re- 
ſolved upon ſucceeding in it. 
The Preſident, prepoſſeſſed with the o 
of the Gallant's un EY n and Vi- 
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gour, and being, perhaps, a little in dread of 
him, with Pleaſure ſaw me take this Buſineſs up- 
on myſelf; and the Officer who commanded the 
Watch, being, perchance, yet a greater Cow- 
ard, on my propoſing to him to ſecond me, aſ- 
ſured me as a Perſon who underſtood his Duty 


on ſuch Occaſions to a Nicety, it was abſolutely 


neceſſary for him not to ſtir from his Men, that 
he might be the better able, to aſſiſt me ſeaſon- 
_ ably. Notwithſtanding this Excuſe, I was not 
at a Loſs, to diſcover his real Motives ; however, 
J ſuffered him to do as he pleaſed, rightly judg- 
ing, he would he of no great Service to me, 
were he to be with me. | 


Having cauſed my Arms, then to be again de- | 


livered to me, I began my Search alone; and 


there was not a Nook nor Corner in the Houſe- 


which 1 did not carefully view; nor any Hole, 
where a Perſon could have hid himſelf, into 
which I did not peep. All my Labour, however, 


was in vain; and as no Place, remained but the 


Cockloft, and I had examined that pretty narrow- 
ly, I began to deſpair of ſucceeding in my En- 
terprize, when Chance directed my Eyes to an 
Oval Window, or Sky-Light, in the Roof, 
againſt which a Ladder had been left ſtanding, 
through Forgetfulneſs. On obſerving this, I did 
not in the leaſt doubt, but the Chevalier de Roc- 
fer, and Mademoiſelle de M —, had got out 
there for Refuge. The Uproar, that had been 
made in the Houſe, for above two Hours, ren- 
dered it impoſſible for them not to know, they 
were the Perſons ſought after; it was, therefore, 
very reaſonable to believe, they had concealed 
themſelves wherever they could. | 
This Thought re-called to my Remembrance, 
that the Roof of a Houle had tormerly ſerved to 
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ſhelter me, on a like Occaſion; and I could not 
help feeling ſome Regret at going to do, then, 


by another, what I ſhould, at that Juncture, 


have been heartily unwilling to have had done by 
me. As I went up the Ladder, I obſerved, the 
Slating was broken in divers Places, which ſeem- 
ed a certain Proof, that I was right in my Con- 
jecture; I defired the Preſident, therefore, to 
order the Watch, to keep a good Guard at the 
Window, and told him, I hoped, he would not 
fee me again, but with his Man ſeized. Here- 
upon, as angry as the Magiſtrate was with his 
Daughter, he begged me ſeveral Times, in Caſe 
I met her, to manage ſo as not to fright her; I 
promiſed to avoid it as much as poſſible; deſired 


Silence might be kept; and having invoked the 


Protection of Heaven, got out upon the Houſe- 
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4 terrible Combat between Bigand ond the Cheva- 
lier de Rocfer, upon the Roof of the Preſident's 
| ger Bigand's Life ſaved only by. a Mira- 


*PHE Shades of Night diſappearing by little 
and little, gave Way inſenſibly to Break of 


Day. and afforded by Degrees a Glimpſe of the 
roſy Morning, when, being juſt upon the Point 
of undertaking a moſt deſperate Adventure, I was 
very willing to view the Field of Battle, whereon 


I was to engage: I muſt confeſs it ſtruck me 
with ſome Terror; the Steepneſs of the Roof, 
with the Slipperineſs of the Slates, and the great 
| | Height 
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Height of the Houſe, preſented to my View, 
twenty Deaths inſtead of one. I thought there- 
fote, it would be very unadviſed and imprudent, 
to ſtand on ſo dangerous an Occaſion, upon a 
{crupulous Obſervation of the Point of Honour; 
and; accordingly, I pulled off my Shoes, that I 
might have the Advantage of being able to keep 
my Footing upon the Slates: This done, I lay 


down flat upon my Belly, with my Piſtols ready 


cocked, and liſtened attentively ; being fully per- 
ſuaded that if the Chevalier de Rocfer was upon the 
Roof, no longer hearing any Noiſe, he would ſoon 


endeavour to find ſome Means to get away from ſo 


dangerous a Place of Refuge; beſides, Morning 
came on apace, and it was not at all likely, that 
= _ ſtay there, till it was broad Day- 
. 2, g { f 

| ny, 05060 two Hours had I hearkened, with all the 
Ears I had, before the leaſt Noiſe gave me any 
Reaſon to imagine my Conjectures were well- 
grounded; and I began to think that the Cheva- 
lier had got off; and perhaps, upon the Strength 
of this Belief, ſhould ſoon have come to a Reſo- 
lution, and given over my lying in wait for him, 
when the Sound of a Woman's Tongue, not far 
from me, diverted me from it. Good Heavens ! 
what will now become of us, cried the Voice? I 
am ready to die with Fear! Be eaſy, ſaid the 
Chevalier (for I ſoon found he was the Man I 
had to deal with) they will quickly be weary of 
their fruitleſs Search; the worſt is already over; 
every one is withdrawn; and the Lights are all 
out: Stay you, therefore, where you are, whilſt 
J go upon the Scout; as ſoon as I find, we can 


get away ſecurely, I will come and fetch you; 


and take no Care about the Reſt; but leave it all 
to me EE: | | | 
20S Notwithſtanding 


1% * 
38 


| [ 204 ] 

0 - Notwithſtanding theſe fair Promiſes, / which 
convinced me the Lady was Mademeiſelle de M—, 
ſhe did not ſeem well pacified therewith; and it 
was not without the utmoſt Anxiety, that ſhe 


yielded to the Remonſtrances of her Lover; but 


he ſhewed her ſo plainly the Neceſſity of coming 
to ſome Determination, that ſhe at laſt ſubmitted 
and conſented to whatever he pleaſed. 

Matters being thus agreed, I ſaw the formi- 
dable Adverſary, with whom I was to cope, ap- 
pear from a Chimney; upon which I roſe up with 
as much Precaution as poſſible, and was going to 


place myſelf cloſe to another, that I might be 


able ſecurely to ſeize him, whilſt he was ſtooping 
to get in at the Window; but a curſed Slate up- 
on which I trod happening to crack, the Noiſe 
made the Chevalier ſtretch out his Head, and diſ- 
cover me. Inftead, however, of being terrified 


at a Sight which one would have thought ſhould 


have Fartled him, he advanced cowards me un- 
dauntedly, Piſtol in Hand; whereupon, rightly 


Judging there was then no going back, I waited 


for him reſolutely, without ſtirring, and with my 
5 Arms likewiſe in Readineſs. 


My Antagoniſt being come, by this Time, 


within four Paces of me, aſked me fiercely, with 
a threatening Air, what was yy Intent ; and bid 
me begone quickly another Way, or he would 
ſhoot me through the Head. I made no other 
Anſwer to this Menace, than by firing at him; 
for my Life was at Stake, and I did not think my- 


ſelf obliged to expoſe it more than was neceſlary ; 


but, by the moſt terrible Misfortune, which was 
the Fore-runner of another yet worſe, my Piſtol 
only flaſhed in the Pan. The Chevalier took No- 
tice thereof; but for what Reaſon I know not, 


valek it was that he was afraid of a like Misfor- | 


* 
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tune, he did not return my Fire; but only endea- 
youred to ruſh in upon me, the Moment he faw 
the Flaſh. Being fully perſuaded by that Motion, 
that he was reſolved to make ſure of me, I dif- 
charged my ſecond Piſtol; but he was then ſo 
near me, he ſtruck up my Arm, and the Ball 
went over his Head: Giving myſelf then over for 
loſt, as he had the Advantage of a Piſtol not yet 
fired, I cloſed in with him, and got him down, 1 
and in the Fall his Piſtol went off alſo. 1 
In the mean while, the Watch, judging, not Walk 

without ſome Reaſon, by the Report of the two 
Piſtols, that the Combat was over, got out at the 
Window one after another ; but, ſeeing us cloſe 
engaged, they ſtopped ſhort, incommoding each 
other by their Number, for Want of Room. 
During theſe Tranſactions, Mademoiſelle de M-—, 
on one Side, ſhrieked out violently, and the Pre- 
ſident, on the other, increaſed the Uproar, by 
charging us all, with a loud Voice, to take Care 
of his Daughter, and not to let the Raviſher 
eſcape. | | 
All this Time, the Chevalier and I were ſtrug- 

gling for our Lives, who ſhould get the better, 
and rid his Hands of the other; twice had I been 
undermoſt ; but at laſt, in Spite of all his Strength, 
I had regained my Advantage, and was uppermott 
being every Way above my Size, his Efforts were 
prodigious; but I had the better Wind, and could 
hold out the longer. In ſhort, he was quite ſpent ; 
I had him by the Throat, and two of the Watch 
were already bringing Hand-Cuffs to manacle 
him, inſomuch that I thought all the Danger was 
over, when that terrible Man, giving himſelf over 


Arm. The Fear of letting go my Hold induced 
me to ſuffer a Motion, which it was in my Power 
Volt. Il. * to 
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to have prevented, and for which I ſeverely ſmart- 
ed; his Arm being at Liberty, he ſeized on a 
Poniard he had under his Cloaths, unknown to me, 
and ſtabbed me with it in the Belly. A great Cry 
immediately follows; at the ſame Time, the Che- 
valier, diſengaging himſelf ſuddenly from under me, 
flings me from him out of the Reach of the Chim- 
ney; I lie without Motion, or Strength to ſtay 
myſelf; and the Steepneſs of the Roof ſets me a 
Rolling ; and I tumble headlong from the 'Top of 
the Houſe into the Court-yard. | 5 
What Heaven takes under its ProteQion, is 
ſure of being preſerved in Safety: After ſuch a 
Fall, who would have dared to hope, I ſhould 
miraculouſly eſcape with Life? And yet thus it 
happened ; the Dunghill, belonging to the Sta- 
-bles, lay critically underneath, ready to receive 
me; otherwiſe there had been an End of all my 
Adventures, at once : As it was I got off for two 
Legs, which chanced to lie ſo unfortunately in the 
Way, when I came to the Ground, that they 
were fractured in divers Places. The Pain I then 
felt, brought me out of the Swoon, occaſioned 
by my Fright, and Loſs of Blood ; and I cryed 
-out dreadfully, but in vain; both the Watch, 
and the whole Family, were too much employed 
by the Chevalier, to hear me. My Blood till 
| fireaming from my Wounds, made me again faint 
away; and when I recovered my Senſes, 1 found 
myſelf in a good Bed, with a Nurſe, and a Chi- 
rurgeon, who ſeemed intent upon aſſiſting me. 
Scarce had I begun to regain the Uſe of my 
Reaſon, when finding myſelf tormented with a 
burning Heat, I called for ſomething to drink; 
and would have turned on one Side; but 1 was 
tied down, in ſuch a Manner, on Account of my 
fractured Legs, which had been ſet, during my 
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Swoon, that it was impoſſible for me to ſtir : My 
Struggling, however, to that End, affected my 
Wounds, and made me cry out horribly, Here- 
upon the Chirurgeon came up to me, adviſed me 
to have Patience; and told me, I o::ght for ever 
to thank Heaven, that I had efcapei fo well, af- 
ter ſo terrible a Fall. 
I had not Strength enough to make any Anſwer 
to this Speech, io much were my Spirits exhauſt- 
ed; and I began, from that Moment, to be ſen- 
ſible of my Sufferings: In effect, ſo grievous 
were my Pains, that for ſeven Weeks, during 
which I was confined to my Bed, I ſcarce ever 
ſhut my Eyes. The Conſequence hereof was, 
that during the ſhort Intervals I had from Tor- 
ment, I firmly reſolved (if Heaven would be 
ciouſly pleaſed to deliver me from the Misfortune, 
which I had brought upon myſelf) I would for- 
ever forſwear my Inclination, to pry into the Af. 
fairs of others; and would only meddle, for the 
future, with my own Buſineſs, 
Mean while, my continual Pains long prevent- 
ed my thinking either of Luſinette, or the Riches, 
| whereof I was poſſeſſed; which I had run the 
Hazard of loſing, by my overſtrained Policy, of 
rather, by my Imprudence; but, as ſoon as 1 be- 
n to recover, and had Room to flatter myſelf, 
with the Hopes of coming off, for what I had al- 
ready ſuffered, I pleaſed myſelf with the Thought, 
that the moſt conſummate Happineſs awaited me z 
and I ſhould be the moſt fortunate of Mankind, 
if I would grow wiſe, and Jearn to make a good 
Uſe of thoſe Advantages, with which Providence 
had bleſſed me. | 
Theſe pleaſing Reflections, however, were 
frequently interrupted by ſome uneaſy Apprehen- 
ſions, that Things might neither go right at my 
4 new 
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new Houſe, nor with my dear Luſinette, during 
my Abſence. As to the former, I provided a- 
gainſt all Inconveniences on that Side, by ſending 
a Line to Rametzi's worthy Eccleſiaſtickx; ac- 
quainting him, that I had been ſurprized abroad 
by a ſudden Fit of Ilineſs ; and deſiring him, to 
give Orders about my Affairs at Home, till my 
Return, which would be ſpeedy. I was not leſs 
uneaſy about the latter; having great Reaſon to 
fear, that my charming Maiden, having neither 
ſeen nor heard from me, and believing herſelf 
forſaken, might have looked out for ſome other 
Means of Subſiſtence, and be removed. Jealouſy, 
then, got Poſſeſſion of my Soul; I judged it not 
improbable, ſhe might have found ſome other 
Lover ; and this laſt Thought growing ſtronger 
every Moment, gained ſuch an Aſcendant over 
me, that, undoubtedly, it was a Hindrance to m 
Cure. It was ſeveral Times in my Head, to ſend 
ſomebody to enquire after her Welfare ; but I 
had ſufficient Power over myſelf, to refrain ſatis- 
fying my Curioſity in this Reſpect; it was too 
dangerous a Point to betray my Secrets; and I 
had learned too well, at my own Expence, how 
reſerved one ought to be in all one's Actions. 
As ſoon as the Preſident knew I was in a Con- 
dition to ſee Company, without any Prejudice to 
my Recovery, he did me the Honour to viſit me; 
and, after having enquired kindly about my Health, 
he told me; . he was too much obliged to me for 
having ſo greatly expoſed my Life, in order to do 

him Service, not to give me ſome Proofs of his 
Gratitude; and that till I was in a Condition to 
be a Judge thereof, it was but fit he ſhould: ac- 
quaint me, without Reſerve, what had been the 
' Conſequence of my deſperate Encounter with the 
Chevalier; and what a Neceſſity he had been 
1 r 
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under, to overlook many Conſiderations. You 


will be ſurprized thereat, as much as poſſible, 
continued the Magiſtrate, with ſome Emotion; 
and you will agree with me, that there is ſome- 


times a Fate which thwarts all our Prudence, 


and determines Things abſolutely, in Spite of us; 
what I am now going to tell you, will leave you 
no Room to queſtion it; | 


REXEEENERENEXERERNES 
| CHAP, XI. 


What follswed after the Chevalier bad got rid of 


Bigand. V bat Reſolution the Prefident took 


thereupon. Hypocriſy juſtly puniſhed. Bigand 
determines to give over all farther Purſuit of 


Adventures. 
Ser had the Chevalier de Rocfer, got rid 


of an Enemy ſo powerful as you, when he 
roſe up nimbly ; and facing about boldly, with a 


Piſtol he drew out of his Pocket, in one Hand, 


and the Poniard, yet reeking with your Blood, 
in the other, he cried aloud, with a formidable 
Voice, which ſhewed the deepeſt Deſpair, that 
he would ſhoot the firſt who dared approach him 
through the Head; and, in a Word, would de- 
fend himſelf, in ſuch a Manner, that, if he muſt 
periſh, he would involve all, who were ſo hardy 
as to attack him, in his Fall. In effect, the Re- 


ſolution and Intrepidity of this terrible Man daunt- 
ed all the Watch, not one of them durſt advance; 
and they ſeemed, by their Looks, to be con- 
ſulting with each other, what Courſe they ſnould 


take. 


During this Interval, my Daughter, who got 


a. Glimpſe of me from the Place where ſhe Was, 


* 4: | came 


1 
1 
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came forward; and falling on her Knees, conju- 
-red me, in the moſt moving Terms, to have pity 
on her. Being afraid that the leaſt Motion might 
make her tumble headlong, like you, from the 
Top of te Houſe to the Bottom, ] ordered one 
of the Watch to go to her, help her up, and 
bring her to me: No, no, cried the, raiſing her 
Voice, let no one offer to touch me, otherwiſe I 
call Heaven to witneſs, I will inſtantly throw my- 
ſelf into the Court-Vard. Yes, Sir, purſued ſhe, 
continuing ſtil} in the ſame ſuppliant Poſture, all 
is over with your Daughter, unleſs you will give 
her your Word and Honour, that you will for— 
give her; and conſent to the Happineſs of the 
Man who beſt deſerves to be your Son- in- La: 
I don't value my Life in the leaſt, added ſhe, in 
a deſperate Tone; but would rather loſe it a 
Thoufand Times, than fave it at the Price of my 
Honour and my Peace. 5 1 175 

Whilſt my Daughter was thus ſpeaking, the 
Chevalier and the Watch ſtood ſtock- ſtill, ſeem- 
ing to wait my Anſwer, before they would re- 
ſolve on any Thing; and, in the mean While, 
Anger, Vexation, and Fear tormented me by 
Turns, and prevented my coming to any Deter- 
mination. On one Hand, fatherly Affection 
made me tremble, at the Extravagance to which 
I ſaw my Daughter about to give Way; it was 
then neither a proper Time nor Place to load her 
with Reproaches; it was neceſſary, however, 
to come to ſome Reſult; for J obſerved, in the 
Eyes of that cruel Girl, a Deſpair, which was 
ready to get the better of all other Conſiderations 
on the other, could not reſolve upon making a 
Promiſe, which I found myſelf by no Means diſ- 
Poſed to keep : In ſhort, between theſe different 
Paſſions, my Mind was fo divided by Tm Hat 


E 


I could only ſigh, and was incapable of any thing 
elſe. | | 


ded ſhe was quite undone» and that my Silence 
foreboded her no Good, roſe up on a ſudden, and 
turning to the Chevalier; Farewel for ever, ſaid 


ſhe, you, who alone could have rendered me - 


happy ; remember, 1 know not how to make a 
Promiſe in vain; I cannot be yours, I will never 
be Hold, inhuman Child, cried I, ſeeing her 
Juſt ready to throw herſelf headlong, thy Death 
would ſoon be followed by mine: I conſent to 
every Thing, let theſe deſperate Lovers paſs 
freely, purſued l, to the Watch, and my Ser- 
vants, too dear a Price would it coſt me, to aſ- 
ſert that Power, which the Ties of Blood has 
given me. Having thus ſaid, my Mind was 
cruelly oppreſſed, and ſo much did my Strength 
begin to fail me, that my Domeſticks were 
obliged to take me up, and carry me to my 
Bed. | | 

I had given Orders, before I ſtirred from 
thence, that Word ſhould be brought me, as 


ſoon as my Daughter was got fate away, from the 


dangerous Place, where I had left her ; but not a 
Soul came, with any News of her; and | trem- 
bled, for Fear ſhe had put her Threats in Execu- 


tion: I ſent my Valet de Chambre, therefore, to 


ſee what was the Matter, and how the Caſe ſtood. 
He ſoon returned, and informed me, that the 
Perſon, to whom I had given that Charge, was 
far enough from being likely to perform my Or- 
ders, the Chevalier de Rocfer having taken Care, 
to lock him up in the Cock-Loft, together with 
the Watch,. when he withdrew from thence with 
my Daughter, leſt they ſhould offer to moleſt 
him as he was going away, 


I could 


Hereupon, my Daughter, being fully perſua- 
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T could not help wondering at this ridiculous 
Precaution ; it was a Sign his Mind was greatly 
diſturbed; as if I could not have laid a Trap for 
him, as he went off; but he might well imagine, 
after my Daughter's threatening to kill herſelf, if 
any Diſſimulation was uſed towards her (which 
I had forgot to tell you) I ſhould be far from giv- 
ing them any more Diſturbance, I ordered the 
Door, then, to be broken open; and the Watch 
to be diſmiſſed; I alſo bid ſeveral of my Servants, 
diſperſe themſelves different Ways, that they- 
might get ſome Intelligence of my 8 5 

It was not long, before I heard from her, 
though by another Hand; ſhe ſent me a Letter by 
a Perſon unknown, wherein ſhe aſked me a thou-- 
ſand Pardons, for what was paſt; aſſuring me, 
ſhe was about to - retire into a Convent, out of 
the Kingdom; and that, to convince me, ſhe 
was, in ſome Meaſure, worthy of the Favour I 
had ſhewn her, ſhe would not marry her Lover, 


. as great a Value as ſhe had for him, without my 


free Conſent. 5 

I received alſo another Letter, almoſt in the 
ſame Style, from the Chevalier de Rocfer ; only 
he inſinuated to me artfully, that he was of a Fa- 
mily of ſufficient Diſtinction, and ſhould be one 
Day Maſter of a ſufficient Eſtate not to diſgrace 
me, in Caſe he ſhould be accepted as my Son-in-- 
Law; adding, that, it was true, the diſorderly 
Life he had led, till he became acquainted — 94 
my Daughter, had rendered him unworthy of being 
allied to either of us; but that, fince that Time, 
he was become a Man of Honour and Probity; 
that this was all owing to me, and he begged me 
not to deſtroy my own Work; proteſting, at the 
ſame Time, that as a Puniſhment for having in- 
curred my Diſpleaſure, he would not proceed 
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any farther, till he had obtained my Pardon, and 
Aſſſent to his Happineſs. 
I his, Monſ. Bigand, is the State wherein 
Things are at preſent, purſued the Preſident 
very kindly; I have received an Account ſince, 
of the Place where my Daughter is, and aſſuring 
me, the is actually in a Nunnery ; as alſo, that, 
to convince me of her Reſpect, and to deſerve, 
in ſome Meaſure, my Forgiveneſs and Favour, 
ſhe has refuſed to have any Correſpondence with 
her Lover, till he has made his Peace with me. 
In effect, he is now at Paris, incognito, where he 
leaves no Means unemployed to obtain his Par- 
don, on Account of, the Numbers he has killed : 
And his Fawily, who fee him reformed, are on 
the Point of prevailing, by Reaſon of my Anſwer, 
to a Nobleman of great Power, who eſpouſes his 
Intereſt, that, in caſe he gains it, it ſhall ſoon be 
followed with my Pardon alſo, and my Conſent 
to his Marriage. Things being in this Poſture, 


I don't at all doubt, but this Affair will be quick- 


ly determined. In ſhort, the Behaviour of my 
Diughter ſince its being in her Power to pleaſe 
her own Inclination, with Reſpect of her Lover, 
and the Noiſe this ſurprizing Adventure has made 
in the World, has induced me to come to this 
Reſolution ; and I would rather have the Name 


of an indulgent Father, who is too fond of his 


Children, than the Character of having rendered 
them miſerable for their whole Lives. 
This tender Parent, having thus concluded his 
Story, I took the Liberty to aſk him, how he had 
dealt with Mademoiſelle, his Niece. Oh! for 
her Part, ſaid he, ſhe has rendered herſelf altoge- 
ther. unworthy of my Favour, by making a new 
Attempt to run away; I have confined her, 
therefore, in a good Nunnery, where ſhe will 


ſtay 
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ſtay, in all Probability, for the Remainder of her 
Life. And as for the pretty Gentleman, her Lo- 
ver, fuch an excellent CharaQter has been given 
of him, that, in all Likelihood, he will be ſent 
to marry at the Plantations; in order to teach 


ſuch Scoundrels, that, when we are willing to in- 


truſt them with the Education of our Children, 
they ought to keep within the Bounds of their 
Duty, and not extend their criminal Views to Ob- 
jects, whom they ought to reſpect. | 
Having thus faid, the good Preſident roſe up; 
but, before he left me, he made me an Offer of 
his Intereſt, to procure me any Place that would 
ſuit me. I thanked him for bis Kindneſs ; but 
told him, I was reſolved, after what had befallen 
me, to retire within my own Family, and never 
more expoſe myſelf to the Danger of ſuch Acci- 
dents. He approved readily of my Deſign, and 
ſaid, ſince it was ſo, he would contribute towards 
rendering my Life eaſy; for which I again re- 
turned him Thanks; not having a Mind to ſhew 
1 did not want his Aſſiſtance, leſt a haughty Re- 
fuſal ſhould occaſion Suſpicions, inconſiſtent with 
the Tranquillity, which I propoſed, for the fu- 


ture, to make my principal Aim 


As ſoon as I was able to walk, which I could 
not at firſt without the Help of Crutches, I wait- 
ed on the Preſident, to take my Leave of him. 
He endeavoured to detain me a Month or two 


longer, *till J had regained my Sfrength; but I : 


excuſed myſelf civilly, and again reminded him 
of my Defire to retire from Buſineſs. Finding 
me reſolved upon this Head, he went into his 
Gloſet, and brought me an Aſſignnient upon the 
City- Chamber for Twenty Pounds 4 Year, with 


a Hundred Louis d'Or in Ready Money, where- 
of he made me a Preſent; adviſing me, * 
2:5: 08 *Y 
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Hereupon, I gave the Preſident a Thouſand 


at Home; and, on ſending in Word of my being 


with my Deſign of retiring from Buſineſs, in Caſe 


with the moſt graceful Air in the World; highly 


were then with the Embaſſador, treated me with 
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ſame 'Time, to go to the Embaſſador ; aſſuring 
me, he had expreſſed himſelf too well ſatisfied 
with my Behaviour, not to do ſomething for me. 


Thanks for his Goodneſs; begged him, to con- 
tinue me the Honour of his Protection, and 
having had a Coach, called, ordered it to drive 
to Monſieur de —— , being determined to make _ 
an End with him likewiſe that ſame Day, that I 
might the ſooner enjoy the Pleaſure of being in- 
dependent. 

I was fortunate enough to find his Excellency 


without, was immediately introduced into his 
Cloſet : He could not forbear ſmiling at the Sight 
of me ; but ſoon recovering himſelf, he enquired 
kindly after my Welfare, Having ſatisfied his 
Excellency in that Reſpect, I acquainted him 


it met with his Approbation ; not being willing, 
I ſaid, to quit his Service, without firſt obtaining 
his Permiſſion. This he readily granted me, 


extolling my Merit before every body : And con- 
cluding, with an Order, to give me 'Two Hun- 
dred Louis d*Ors, to help to defray the Charges, 
as he was pleaſed kindly to intimate, of my ex- 
traordinary Cure. . 5 
Divers Perſons of Diſtinction likewiſe, who 


great Courteſy, and probably were not a little { 
prized within themſelves, that with ſo unp 
ſing an Aſpect, I had given Occaſion for ſo 
Talk of me; for my Adventure was ir 
One's Mouth, and had been ſo much exaę 
in the telling of it, that it was no Won 
looked upon as a little Hero, 
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Having received the Embaſſador's handſome 


Preſents and paid my Reſpects to his Excellency, 


I'went next to Saint Onge; that 1 might not have 
any Thing wherewith to upbraid myſelf. The 
friendly Secretary would by no Means part with 
me, till J had ſtaid Dinner with him, and there 
was no Manner of Civilities which I did not re- 
ceive from his Wife and him. I was forced to un- 
dergo a little Examination, what was to become 


of me for the future, from which I diſengaged 
myſelf with Dexterity enough, and enquired, in 
my. Turn, if he knew any. Thing of D*O/lly. 
He informed me that he had obtained his Pardon, 


was at Paris, and, it was ſaid, was grown a very 
honeſt Man: I did not at all wonder thereat; De- 


bauchery being frequently followed by a ſincere 
Reformation. I aſked them where he might be 


found, having at Heart the 'Thouſand Crowns I 
had ſtolen from him, and being reſolved to reſtore 
them; and Saint Onge directed me to a Coffee- 


Houſe, where he came every Day, and where I 
might meet with him, in Caſe ! wanted him. I 


thanked Saint Onge for his Information ; and, af- 
ter having ſome other Diſcourſe on various Sub- 


jets, took Leave of him and his lovely Wife; 
and was followed out of the Hatel, by a long 


Train of all the Domeſticks, who quite tired me 
with Compliments, and from whom I had much 
ado to get away, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. | 
| Dig gets the Better of Ties, Bigand prudent .j [| | 
Conduct. His Jealouſy of Luſinette. 1 F 


Hevn ala bröhe looſe frei che Citeſ- «af 
ſes of my q uondam Fellow-Servants, I ha- 
ſtened to my deaf Habitation; with Deſign to de- 
liberate on divers Points, which then came into 
my Thoughts, and which nearly concerned me. 
To my. Joy, I found every Thing in the ſame 
State wherein IJ had left it; and being eaſy upon 
that Head, I endeavoured to recolle& myſelf, aud 
revolve within my Mind what Courſe of Life I 


ſhould follow for the future, and what Was want⸗ i | 
ing, to compleat my Happmeſs, On making 1 | 
this inward Review, two Objects in particular” | 6 


ingroſſed my Thoughts, which affected me in the 
moſt lively Manner, and were of great Importance 
thereto: The one was a Father, who, after the 
Hopes wherewith I had flattered him, muſt neceſ- 
farily be ns with Uneaſineſs, in Priſon ; the 
other a Miſtreſs, whom I adored, and who after 
ſo long an Abſence, muſt needs imagine her- 
{elf forſaken. Theſe Conſiderations forced Tears 
from my Eyes; and made me ſenſible, Riches 
alone were not ſufficient, to render oy Life hap- 
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Overcome with the Reflections occafioned* 
thereby, I reſolved to endeavour forthwith to ſa- 
tisfy my Deſires ; and, accordingly, next Morn- 1 
ing, as ſoon as Twas dreſſed, 1 haſtened out, and, 1 
* into the firſt Hackney, that happeneil in my 9 
* ME _ Coachman immediately aſked me, =. 
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-whither I wanted to go; and I then found I was 
in the wrong, in not having conſidered that, 
before my cotrüng out of Doors: Love pleaded 
for my Miſtreſs 31 and Natural Affections for a 
Father, who was under Affliction. But, cries 
Love, perceiving I was in Suſpenſe, you can be 
in no Doubt about finding your Father, he is in 
a Place, from whence he can't ſtir, without your 
Aſſiſtance; and it is not the ſame with Luſinettes 
Abſence cauſes great Alterations; and how do you 
know, but the Minutes you are about to loſe, 
may be very precious, and irretrievable? She 
may, perhaps, have ſtruggled hard till now 
to keep herſelf faithful; and the being a Moment 
too late, has frequently occaſioned Abundance of 


TTW. : | A 15 TP 

The Cries of Blood, however, and Natural 
Affection, pleaded very differently; what did they 
not repreſent to me? A Father lying in Goal 
upon Straw! A Father whom I had myſelf ſent 
thither ! A Father who, perhaps, might be dying 
that Inſtant! Alas, how greatly muſt he have 
ſuffered! I wavered not one Moment the Mi- 
nute theſe Thoughts came into my Head, but 
gave Orders directly to drive me to the Priſon. 
It was not without ſome Difficulty the Goaler 
recalled me to Mind; ſo great an Alteration had 
the Pain I had ſo long endured cauſed in me; 
however, on the firſt Token I gave him whereby 
to remember me, he expreſſed Abundance of Joy, 
for ſeeing me again; and aſſured me he had been 
very uneaſy, at not hearing of me, though he did 
not queſtion my having been hindered by ſome- 
What that could not be avoided. I enquired. then 
earneſtly after the Welfare of the Sieur Bigand; 
and he told me he was much better than when I 
Jaſt ſaw him, by Reaſon of the Care that had 
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been taken of him, in Hopes that I ſhould certain- 
ly come again, one Day or other; but that he was 


very impatient for his Liberty, eſpecially ſince 


he had been flattered with the ExpeQation 
thereof. | 
HNHereupon, I anſwered it ſhould not be my 
Fault, it he did not go out immediately, as I had 
the Money about me, to pay down directly; to 
which he replied, he wiſhed it was in his Power to 
ſet him free that Inſtant, but there were ſome 
Forms to be firſt gone through, which he would 


take Care of that Inſtant, before he could be diſ- 


charged; and if I would give myſelf the Trouble 
to return in the Afternoon, I might have him. 
away with me. | | 
As I could do no better, I aſſured him I would 
come at the Time appointed, and got again into 
the Coach; and having thus complied with-my 


Duty, thought 1 might then give way to the Dic-- 


tates of my Soul; accordingly, I ordered the Fel- 
low to drive me to Luſinette's Lodging. As I 
drew near the Houſe, my Heart began to flutter 


with Fear, and trembled with the Apprehenſion 


of her no longer being there. As ſoon as I was 
at the Door, therefore, | bid the Coachman aſk 
for the Landlady ; and the Moment I fet Eyes on 


her, I enquired, with infinite Uneafineſs, whether 


my Siſter was till with her. The good Woman, 
having recalled me to Mind, cried out for Joy; 
and, without making me any Anſwer, ran in 


again as faſt as poſſible : I thought it reaſonable 


to judge from thence, that Things were in the 
ſame Condition wherein | had left them, and that 
ſhe was gone to give Notice of my Return. 
Nor was J miſtaken; as I wentup Stairs, I be- 
held my lovely Charmer who was coming to meet 
me; and the Undreſs wherein I found her made 
Ya U2 | me- 
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. me: plainly perceive ſhe was in Bed when I arri- 
ved, and had got up to ſhew her Eagerneſs to ſee 
me again, I was tranſported with Joy thereat; 
and, as ſoon as I beheld her, ſtretched out my 
Arms to receive her, not being able to advance 
any farther by Reaſon of the Weakneſs of my 
Legs, and the Motion I then felt. Luſinetie 
ſtarted back a Step or two, extremely ſurprized 
at the great Alteration ſne obſerved in my Looks, 
and the Difficulty with which I walked ; after 
which ſhe came up to me; embraced me for 
the firſt Time; aſked me a Hundred Queſtions, 
and reproached me tenderly for having forſaken 
her. | | 
I excuſed myſelf in the beſt Manner I was 
able; . enquired earneſtly, in my Turn, after her 
"Welfare, and aſſured her how very uneaſy I had 
been, for fear ſhe ſhould have wanted any Thing 
during my Abſence. She told me, bating the 
'Trouble and Concern it had given her, to find 
Herſelf fo little regarded or neglected by me, ſhe 
had not known the Want of any of the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life, her kind Landlady having ſupplied 
her ſufficiently with every Thing. She added, 
that the good Woman had done all that was in 
Her Power to divert her, and had been ſo very 
officious to oblige her, that ſhe would very fain 
have introduced fome of her Acquaintance to her, 
zn order to diſpel the grievous Melancholy with 
which ſhe had been oppreſſed; and, in ſhort, 
that ſhe: had teazed her ſo much upon this Head, 
having a Mind even to help her to a Huſband, 
that ſhe. had been forced to let her know the 
Reaſons; for being averſe ther eto. 
-- Theſe: Words, of which I took but too much 
Notice, re-kindled, in an Inſtant, i thoſe jea- 
lous Emotions which had tormented me during 


1 
my Illneſs; and which the Sight of Luſinette had 
extinguiſhed. Well! ſaid I, with Abundance of 
Emotion, did not you, at laſt, conſent to be amu- 
ſed with ſome Company? Or, at leaſt, did not 
you agree to ſee the Perſon whom ſhe deſigned 
you for your Spouſe, though it might be only by 
the Way of Frolick? Oh! no, anſwered, the 
lovely Luſinette, with great Simplicity, to what 
Purpoſe would it have been? Beſides, I had 
ſomething elſe in my Head, and to free mylelf 
from the Importunity of the Woman, I acquaint- 
ed her therewith, ſince which ſhe has-not teazed 
me ſo much; but, for all this, I am very glad 
of your Return at laſt; it was high Time on all. 
Accounts, 8 : 
But may one preſume to aſk, purſued I, yet" 
more diſordered, What it was you had in your 
Head that thwarted your Landlady's good Inten- 
tion to ſerve you; and what were thoſe Reaſons 
which were of ſuch vaſt Importance, to render 
my ſpeedy Return ſo urgent and neceſſary? Ahal 
cry'd Luſinette ſmiling, you demand Abundance 
of Queſtions at once; but when you have ex- 
plained yourſelf about ſome certain Points which 
concern me, and have given me an Anſwer. to the 
Requeſt I made you, the Evening you left me, 
to put me in a Way of leading a Lite Jeſs liable 
to Cenſure, I will ſatisfy you, ingenuouſly, with 
Relation to what you aſk: Thus you ſee, conti- 
nued the prudent Luſinette, it depends, at preſent, , 
as much upon yourſelf as on nme... 
Whilſt the dear Object of my Affections thus 
artfully evaded my Queſtions, I was ſo much ta- 
ken up with a Stratagem, which juſt then came 
into my Head, that I ſcarce minded what ſhe had 
been ſaying; wherefore, I affected to anſwer: 
her in the ſame Strain, and, changing the Con- 
5 | 3 verſation 
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verlation, took: my Leave ſoon after, in order to 
make Preparation for the Reception of my Fa- 
ther, the Hour approaching when 1 was to fetch 
him away. Luſinette ſeemed greatly ſurprized at 
my Haſte to be gone from her, having flattered 
herſelf with the Hopes that I ſhould ſtay Supper 
with her, and at any other Juncture, I ſhould 
have been overjoyed at the Sorrow the expreſſed, 
for being diſappointed; but can a Man be jea- 
lous and juſt at the ſame Time? 1 pretended, 
therefore, a Neceflity for going; promiſed to 
ſtay longer with __ next * and bid her 
ee 


eee ee eee 
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g and takes bis Father out of Priſon, He is 
97 a as we by os Mother, ' 


Bere FO RE my going to the Gaol * my Fa- 
ther, I went Home, and ſent for one of thoſe 
Women who, having little or no Buſineſs of their 
. own; employ themſelves in doing Jobs for others. 
As had never lain at my new Houſe but once, 
and had never been ſeen by my Domeſticks, no 
more than their late Maſter Rametzi (though I 
was refolved to live, for the future, like other 
People) I thought proper to defer diſcovering my- 
ſelf to them, till T had ſettled every Thing with 

Parents, and put them in a decent Garb. I 
ordered this Woman then to prepare Chambers 
for my new Gueſts, in Expectation of eg 
Mime. my Family with me; after this, I dif» 
Patched her to the next Tavern, with Inſtructions 
to 2 a good Supper, and whatever was ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary to entertain them plentifully : This done, 
I diſmiſſed her, and getting into the firſt Coach I 
met, haſtened to the Priſon. 1 
I had been impatiently expected there; every 
Thing was ready, and they began to tremble, leſt 
ſome freſh Accident ſhould have happened again 


to prevent my coming: They were all over- 


joyed, therefore, when | arrived there; and my 
Mother having had Notice that her Hutband was 
to be ſet at Liberty that Evening, was there wait- 
ing with her Daughter, and a little Boy, between 
ten and eleven Years old, ready to receive me, 
Scarce had they ſet Eyes on me, when my Fa- 
ther, that venerable old Man, would have thrown 
himſelf at my Feet; but I prevented him, as 


well as the reſt of the Family, who would have- 


done the ſame. My Spirits were in too great a 
Hurry to be able to talk much with them; I de- 
ſired the Gaoler, therefore, to whom I made a 
handſome Preſent, to put theſe dear Relations in- 
to the Coach, whilſt I gave ſomewhat -to the 
Turnkey, and thoſe who were Fellow-Priſoners 
with my Father, to drink his Health; a poor 
Pretence, alas! on which I laid Hold, to wipe 
away ſome 'Tears, which I could not refrain, ra- 
ther than for-any other Reaſon. | | 

As ſoon as the Coach drove on, I muffled up 
my Face; having obſerved, that my Mother kept 
her Eyes fixed upon me, and that her Tears 
forced their Way, in Spite of her, through her 
Eye-Lids. Mine were alſo ready to run down, 


and my Heart to overflow with Tenderneſs, my 


Father having taken one of my Hands, and 
ſqueezing it gently, whilſt he poured out his 
Soul, in the following grateful and pathetic Ex- 
_ clamations : Happy, happy they, who gave you 
Being! What unparallelled Generofity | What 
2 | 1 Greatneſs 
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rf atnef of Mind! To whom, then, am I in- 


for all the Favours, wherewith you have 
been Pleaſed to honour me ? 11 
It was High Time for us to be at our Journey” 8 
End; I could not have held out any longer; ; for- 
tunately for me, the Coach ſtopt, and obtained 
a little Reſpite, whilſt 1 had my dear Family up 
Stairs, and ſhewed them the Chambers that were 
Prepared for them. This done, I offered my Fa- 
ther a Night-Gown, that he might be more at 
his Eaſe, and even helped him to undreſs himſelf; 
he was ſurprized, to the laſt Degree, at ſuch un- 
common Earneſtneſs to oblige, in a Man of my 
Appearance, and cried out, I was certainly an 
Angel come from Heaven, for his Comfort. Af- 
ter ere done him all theſe little Kindneſſes, 
which never fail of touching the Heart and gain- 
ing the Good-will, T'ſhewed bim all the Conve- 
niences of his Apartment, and told him, I beg- 
ged him to make uſe of all he ſaw, as what was 
his own for the future, and what he might diſpoſe 
of without Reſerve. In the mean while, my 
Mother, who hearkened attentively to every 
Word, with ſo much Diſorder, and Colour in 
her Face, as ſhewed viſibly her Mind was agita- 
ted by ſome ſecret, and heart- affecting Emotions; 
accordingly, ſhe alone was filent, whilſt the 
whole Apartment rung with the Praiſes, beſtow- 
ed by the others, upon-my e and gene- 
rous Heart. 
When I had done with my Father, T'defired _ 
my Mother, likewiſe, to accept of a Gown I 
brought her, till proper Cloaths could be pro- 
cured ; and rendered her the ſame little Services 
wherein I had before aſſiſted her Spouſe. She 
then broke Silence, and telling me, it was but 


— I ſhould be waited on in my Turn, offered 
to 
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to help me to undreſs myſelf. Nothing, but the 
Fear of diſcovering myſelf too ſoon, could have 
induced me to accept her Help; but, ſcaree had 
J pulled off my Neck-Cloth, when, ſeeing a 
Mark 1 had at my Throat, and being convinced, 
ſhe had not been miſtaken, in the Suſpicions, 
which had diſturbed her from the firſt Moment 
ſhe again ſet Eyes on me, ſhe fell about my 
Neck, and embracing me tenderly; Ah, my 
Son, my dear Son, cried ſhe, it is thee! do I 
then ſee thee again? Having thus ſaid, her 
Legs failed her, and had it not been for an El- 
bow-Chair that ſtood by, wherein I ſeated her, 
ſhe would have tumbled backwards. 

My Father, and Siſter, drawing nigh, upon 
this Outcry of my Mother's, recalled me to Mind 
immediately; Tears, and the moſt hearty Em- 
-braces, were then the Evidences of our mutual 
Joy. O Nature! how ſincere and powerful are 
thy Dictates! In the mean while, my Mother, 
whoſe Diſorder laſted but a few Moments, held 
out her Arms for me; and my Father, and Siſ- 

ter, after their firſt Tranſports were over, ſtood 
as motionleſs, not being able to recover from their 
Surprize: I took Advantage of this Reſpite to 
throw myſelf at the Feet of a Father, and Ma- 
ther, whom I had coſt ſo much Sorrow; and, as 
the Pardon I aſked was accompanied with many 
'Tears, and an unfeigned Repentance, it was not 
very difficult to obtain it. 
Aſter this moving Scene, a handſome 3 | 
was brought i in, whereof we all partook with an 
_ uninterrupted Pleaſure; when the Deſert came 
in, I entertained my dear Gueſts, with the Ac- 
count.of my Adventures, and the Riches that had 
fallen to me; which made them all weep for 
Joy: 1 concluded my Recital, with a hearty In- 
vitation 
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3 | 5 "*xvitation to them all to live with me; which was 
Teadily granted, with the moſt lively Marks of 


Satisfaction. 

One cannot ſpend one's Time always in mak- 
ing Proteſtations; to vary the Scene, therefore, 
a little, I conducted my Family into the ſeveral 
Apartments; they highly extolled the Magnifi- 


cence of the Furniture, and, at every new Thing 


I ſhewed them, my Mother cried out, with a 
Heart overflowing. with Tranſport, Oh, my dear 
Child! is it then true, that all this belongs to 
thee ? : | | 

The Room where Likinda hung at full Length 
put them in perfect Raptures; my Siſter, in 
particular, could never have been weary of ga- 


_ Zing at that charming Picture; and ſhe agreed, 


that if the Original came up to it, as I aſſured 
Her ſne did, ſhe: was well worthy of the moſt ex- 
alted Happineſs. Hereupon, I took Occaſion 
to tell my Siſter, that, with Virtue and Con- 


Nancy, a Woman might hope for every Thing 


from Fortune; and lowering my Voice, I aſked 
her, whether being ſo young, and ſo pretty as 
ſhe was, ſhe had not ſome Sweetheart. The poor 
Girl bluſhed at this Queſtion; and on my pref- 
ding her hard, confeſſed; that ſne was beloved by 
the Son of an ordinary Tradeſman ; but being 


neither of them in Circumſtances to marry, they 
- avoided each other, and not without Reaſon. I 
thanked her for her Confidence, promiſed to 
make a good Uſe thereof, and to give her no 


Cauſe to repent it. 


It being then more then Time for. them to go 


to reſt, I conducted them into their reſpective 
Chambers; and, for my own Part, went to that 


where Rametzi uſed generally to lie. It was with 
much ado. 1 could get to Sleep there; all the 
SU N63 | F Obligations. 
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Obligations I had to that dear Benefactor return 
ing then freſh into m my Memory. The Accident 
that had befallen me ſince his Departure, had till 
then prevented my writing to him, and ſending 
him what he had reſerved for his own Uſe; but 
it was the firſt Thing I did when I aroſe ; this 
done, I went to my Father's Chamber to ſee how 
he had reſted. 

The Joy he had felt, at the Proſpect of a new, 
agreeable, unforeſeen, and unhoped for State of 
Life, had kept him awake all Night; I deſired 
him, therefore, and my Mother, not to get up; 
and begged them not to be uneaſy, if I left them 
for ſome Days; having an Affair to finiſh, upon 
which my future Quiet depended ; which done, 
Vue ſhould continue together for the Remainder of 
our Lives. This Declaration was not heard with- 

out ſome Trouble; their Knowledge of my for- 
mer Adventures cauſing them to dread ſome new 
Turn of Affairs; I comforted them, bowever, 
(el pecially my Mother, who had not been able to 
orbear Tears, at the News of my approaching 
Abſence) by embracing them, and aſſuring them, 
that the Buſineſs which called me away, was 
nothing more than common, and could not be at- 
en with any dangerous n 
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endenden eden 
A. | "CHAP. XV. 


Bigand finds out D'Oſilly ; j ant ada Hi grate- 
ful Return to the young Laundreſs, bis Deliver- 
er. The Teſt to which be puts Luſinette's Vir- 
tue. 7 he Marriage Don Carlos to the fair 
| Linette; Bigand*s/ Reflections thereupon. His 
. own Nuptiali celebrated, together with his Siſ= 
tert. How' be behaves to bis Family. | 


2EFORE my letting out from my own Houſe, 

I furniſhed: myſelf with a conſiderable Sum in 
— after which I went directly to the Coffee- 
Houſe where $f. Onge had told me D*Ofily was to 
be found, it being about his Hour of coming thi- 
ther. Whilſt was waiting there for him, I weighed ; 
the Scheme I had formed, to render my Happineſs 
certain, by convincing myſelt fully of Lufimette's 


Virtue and Sentiments: It is no Time to put theſe 


to the Proof, when once tlie indiſſoluble Knot is 
tied. My Deſign was, indeed, to marry that 
charming Creature, and make her happy for the 
reſt of her Days; but I could not reſolve upon ſo 
tickliſh a Step, before I was well aſſured, of her 
being truly deſerving of it. My Heart, and my 
Way of thinking, pleaded in her Favour ; but I 
was naturally jealous ; I had been long abſent ; 
and many Endeavours had been uſed to gain her, 
even by her own Confeſſion, I had ſome Scruples 
remaining upon that Head, which my diſtruſtful 
Temper made me imagine well grounded; in 
ſhort, I was determined to clear up all my Doubts, 
and could not hit upon any ſurer Means, than to 
put her Virtue to ſuch a Teſt, as was molt likely to 
| " ſtagger 
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ſtagger her. Theſe were the Thoughts which 


employed my Mind, when D*O/#ly entred the 


oom. 
His Features were too deeply engraven in 
my Memory, for me to be miſtaken in him; I 
took a Pleaſure in vie wing him from Head to 
Foot; he appeared mightily dejected; was dreſ- 


ſed in a black Suit, very much worn; and looked 


as if he was but low in Pocket. He ſeated him- 
ſelf in one Corner of the Coffee-Room, where he 
ſurveyed all who were therein; I had my Turn as 
well as others; he fixed his Eyes ſome Time up- 
on my Cloaths, after which he ſighed; it ſeemed 
as if he was inwardly repining at his own being fo 
poor, whilſt he had Reaſon to imagine, by the 
Richneſs of my Dreſs, that I wallowed in Aﬀu- 
ence. DOOR AE. Hh fi. 

He fat a good while with his Eyes caſt down, 
during which he appeared to be talking to him- 


_ ſelf ; at leaſt his Lips moved, and his Fingers, 3 


which went likewiſe, ſeemed to follow the Tra- 
ces of his Thoughts. A ſecond Time did he ſur- 
vey: the whole & 

me with the utmoſt Attention; it ſeemed as if he 
was endeavouring to recollect ſome Acquaintance 
of former Times; 1 fixed my Eyes then upon him, 
in my Turn, and tipping him the Wink, went 
out of the Coffee-Houſe, and got into a Coach 
that waited for me at the Door. : 
What I had foreſeen came to paſs; D' O/illy 
followed me out ſoon after, being deſirous, no 
Doubt, to know what a Perſon unknown could 
want with him; I watched him as he came out, 
ard ſeeing him ready to paſs by, called him by his 
Name, at which he ſeemed greatly ſurprized, and 
made up to the Coach-Door. Accept of this 
Purſe, Sir, ſaid I, holding one out to him, you 
el. X will 


mpany, and again did he view 
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will find therein the Principal and Intereſt of a 
Sum that was taken from you, and which I was 
charged to re- deliver into your Hands: Having 
thus ſaid, I made a Bow to him with my Hand; 
bid the Coachman drive on; and left him. I 
have not heard any Thing of him ſince; but, I 
am very well ſatisfied the T'wo Thouſand Crowns 
I reſtored: to him came very, ſeaſonably; and he 
would have been heartily ſorry, to have miſſed 
being at the Coffee -Houſe that Morning. Good 
and ill Fortune often befal us at a Time when we 


dream leaſt thereof. 


Being eaſed of this Burthen which had given 
me ſome Diſquiet, I went to the Tavern to which 
L had carried the Letter from my kind Benefactreſs 

the. young Laundreſs; and enquiring for the Vint- 
ner's Son, aſked how Affairs ſtood between him 
and the generous Mariam, He was a little ſur- 
prized at the Queſtion, as not knowing me; but, 
on my diſcovering myſelf to him, told me her Mo- 
ther had not yet been able to make her marry her 
old hump· backed Lover; but led her ſuch a Life 
to force her to it, he was afraid ſhe would at laſt, 
be obliged to yield. Upon hearing this, I reſolved 
immediately to prevent, if. poſſible, the Unhap- 
pine ſs of my. kind Deliverer. In order hereto, 
therefore, I ſent directly for her and her ſordid 
minded; Mother,. and making myſelf known to 
them, told the latter if ſhe would conſent forth=- 
with to her Daughter's Nuptials with the young 
Vintner, I would inſtantly render him as good a 
Match to her as O/d Crump, by the Preſent of a 
good Purſe of Gold to the fair Marianne, the Mo- 
ment the Marriage Articles were ſigned. Upon 
this handſome Offer, the tranſported Lovers threw 
themſelves at my Feet, and embraced my Knees; 
and the mercenary old Bedlame, Ge: only 
N o 
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Objection to the Match removed, readily agreed 
to it: A Scrivener was therefore ſent for, without 
Delay; the Writings drawn, and the Purſe delt- 


vered to the no fmall Joy of the amiable Marie - 


anne, and her inamoured Lover; who bleffed the 
Accident which had driven me to take Refuge at 
her Mother's | 
Having thus made a ſuitable Return to the 
Kindneſs of my generous Deliverer, to my own in- 
expreſſible Satisfaction, I bent all my Thoughts 
upon accompliſhing the important Affair which I 
had ſo much at Heart. In order to this, I hired 
one of the handſomeſt ready- furniſned Lodgings: 
that could be got; pretended to be a Stranger 
come to Paris for my Pleaſure; and, to prepoſ- 
ſeſs my Landlady in my Favour, paid her down a 
Month's Rent beforehand. This done, I gave 
her to underſtand, that I was a near Relation to a 
certain Nobleman, at whoſe Hotel I had lett my 
Equipage and all my Servants; but, that being 
paſſionately fond of Liberty, and hating Ceremo- 
ny, I had choſen to be Incognito myſelf in ready- 
furniſhed Lodgings, that I might neither be obli- 
ged to make or receive any Viſits. When one 
has Money enough, every Thing one ſays is an 
Article of Faith; we ſoon grew very well ac- 
quainted ; and amongſt other Difcourſe, I aſked, 
whether ſhe could not help me to ſome truſty Per- 
fon whom I might employ about my Affairs of 
Gallantry : This I ſpoke in a jeſting Tone; but 
it did not ſucceed one Jot the leſs for that; within 
Half an Hour after, an old Woman pretty well 
drefſed, was brought to me. | 
I began with clapping Ten Louis d' Ors into her 
Hand, and telling her where Luſinette lodged: 
Her Landlady, purfued I, has ſome Influence 
over the little Angel; you muſt addreſs yourſelf, 
r therefore, 


- 
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therefore, to her; here are Twenty Piſtoles you 
are to give her, as the Earneſt of a Hundred, 
which 1 promiſe her, in caſe ſhe procures me a 
Meeting with her fair Lodger. I hat you may 
pre regularly, continued I, you may offer 
er, in my Name, a Hundred Louis d'Ors a 
Month, and Three Hundred down; but, above 
all, deal with me ſincerely, for as ſoon as you 
have uſed your utmoſt Efforts to obtain me my 
Deſire (if you find all to no Purpoſe) I will take 
the Aﬀair in Hand myſelf. In the mean while, 
I ſhall have Notice of all your Proceedings ; and, 
Provided you have dealt with me fairly, and done 
your beſt for me, I will pay you as handſomely 

as if you had met with Succeſs, __ TER 
The good Woman, in Raptures at my Gene- 
roſity, and entirely won by my liberal Preſent, 
promiſed me Wonders; and aſſured me, . ſhe 
would be with me next Morfing, by the Time 1 


got up, and, ſhe hop'd, ſhould bring me a fa- 


. .vourable Anſwer. In effect, a better could not 
have been expected at the firſt Attempt; the 
Landlady being gained over, and having intima- 
ted, that ſhe did not deſpair of bringing the young 
. Gentlewoman to hearken to Reaſon, though ſhe 
| was undoubtedly very diſcreet : She added, that 
there could not have been a more favourable Op- 
Portunity ; becauſe a Man for whom ſhe had the 
greateſt Value, and who had already forſaken her 
once, having made her but one ſhort Viſit in al- 
moſt three Months, had again miſſed coming to 
her, though he had promiſed it; which gave all 
the Reaſon imaginable to judge, he either cared 
no longer for her, or ſome Accident had befallen 
him; that Which of theſe ſoever was the Caſe, 
.  Lufinetie muſt neceſſarily reſolve upon ſome Way 
to ſubſiſt, and the Offer I made her was 5 | 
8 Fr vantageous, 


r 
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5 . . 
vantageous, and ſubſtantial, to believe ſhe would 
refuſe it. h | 

This Anſwer, however, was by no Means de- 
ciſive, it was requiſite Luſineite ſhould declare 
herſelf. I ſent back the old Woman therefore; 
who returning ſoon again, brought me Word, 
the Landlady defired I would have a Week's Pa- 
tience, at the End of which, ſhe hoped, I ſhould 
be fully ſatisfied, To leave no Room for Doubt, 
I reſolved to wait that Time, and not ſet a Foot 
within Lufmette's Lodging, that | might no Way 
be a Hindrance to my own Deſign :. In the In- 
terim, till the Expiration of that tedious Interval, 
I went every Day to my own Houſe; where I 
diverted myſelf with the pleaſing Sight of my dear 
Family, whom I put in a very handſome Garb, 
and loaded them continually with freſh Preſents. 

One Night, as I was returning to my ready- 
furniſhed Lodging, I ſaw a fine Illumination, at 
a Houſe, or rather Palace, about Ten Doors 
from thence; I enquired what was the Reaſon 
thereof, having no room to think it was for any 
Publick Rejoicing, and was told, it was on Ac- 
count of a great Wedding, which had been ſo- 
lemnized the Evening. before at a Country-Seat of 
the Bridegroom's. I was curious, without know- - 
ing why, to hear the Names of the new-married 
Pair; and was anſwered, they were Strangers to 
that of the Man, and could only tell that he was 
a Spaniard, and his Bride a young Pari/ftan of 
Diſtinction, who was matched very advantage- - 
ouſly ; they added, that the Bridegroom was ve- 
ry well known at Paris, not only by Reaſon of 
his high Birth, and immenſe Riches, but on Ac- 
count of a very extraordinary Adventure, that be- 
fel him, which had been ſung, in Ballads, about 
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the Streets; and ſtraightway they told me the 
whole Story. | | | 
At the very firſt Word, I found it was Don 
Carlos, the Abbot, with whom I became ac- 
quainted at the College, as was obſerved in the 
firſt Part; and I rejoiced inwardly at the good 
Fortune of the fair Linette: But, on thinking 
thereon, I could not help ſighing about what re- 
lated to myſelf, and lamenting my fatal Inclination 
to Curioſity; which made me venture being the 
moſt wretched of Mankind, if Luſinette had fal- 
len into the cruel Snare, which my Jealouſy had 
laid for her. | 
At the Week's End, the Meſſenger of Venus 
was with me at my Levee; Courage, Sir, ſaid 
the, it will be your own Fault, if you are not 
Happy. How, cried I, with ſome Emotion, 
does the beauteous Maiden conſent to my Felici- 
ty ? Speak, reſumed I, ſeeing her heſitate about 
anſwering me, upon this Word both my Satis- 
faction, and your Reward depends. Bleſs me 
how haſty you are, rejoined the Woman, you 
don't allow me Time for Utterance ! Know then, 
continued ſhe, by the Meaſures that are taken, 
you will be the moſt fortunate of Men; ſince, 
when the Aﬀair 1s once over, you may pleaſe 
yourſelf with the Thought, of having the moſt 
virtuous Maiden in all Paris. How! ſaid I, 
interrupting her, and tired with all this going 
about the Buſh! How! purſued ſhe, why be- 
cCauſe the Damſel in Queſtion would not hear one 
Word about you either for Silver or Gold ; but 
fell a crying, like one diftraQted, at the bare Pro- 
poſal, and will neither drink nor eat a Mouthful 
ſince: Nay, ſhe would have carried her Folly ſo 
far, as to have left her Lodging; but the Land- 
lady has detained her, on Pretence of her being 
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m her Debt, and will take Care ſhe ſhall not: 
ſtir. And is this then the Happineſs you had to- 
promiſe me, cried I, in an ironical Tone, and 
being ſcarce able to contain my Joy ? Have Pa- 
tience, replied the wicked old Bedlame,. I tell 
you ſhe is ours; the Landlady and have agreed, 
to introduce you into her Chamber at Night 
Away, Wretch, ſaid | interrupting her, you are 
a Profligate ; begone, or I will put you into a 
Place 

The treacherous old Hag, did not give me 
Leave to ſay more; nor did I give her Time to ap- 
prize the Landlady of what had paſted; but, get- 
ting into a Coach, haſtened away to Luſinette, 
fully convinced her Virtue was Proof againſt all 
Trials, and bluſhing I had been capable of ſuſ- 
pecting her. The lovely Virgin, was in Tears 
when | entered the Room, and her Sorrow was 
ſo great, ſhe ſcarce perceived my coming in. 
Hereupon I aſked her, haſtily, the Cauſe of her 
Weeping ; taking Care, for the preſent, not to 
let her know how. well I was' informed thereof; 
I preſſed her ſo earneſtly, that ſhe, at laſt, con- 
feſſed, all the Stratagems they had uſed to over- 
come her; ſhe added, that had I ſtaid away a 
Day longer, I ſhould not have found her; ſhe 
having reſolved to make her Eſcape at Night, and 
take Refuge in a Nunnery. 

I commended her, from the Boten of my 
Heart, for her ſtedfaſt Perſeverance in Virtue; 
and inwardly bleſſed my good Fortune, which 
had brought me to her ſo ſeaſonably. Reſolving, 
then, to come to a final Determination, once for 
all, I aſked her, with all poſſible Circumſpection, 
whether I might flatter myſelf with the Thought 
of not being indifferent to her; aſſuring her, if 
it was ſo, my Happineſs was in her II and 

Was 
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T was ready to make her my Wife. The lovely 
Maiden caſt down her Eyes, bluſhed, and fetch'd 
a Sigh; I deſired her to explain herſelf, and ſhe 
ſtretched out her Arms to me. O Love! How 
eloquent are thy Signs! I threw myſelt with 
Tranſport at her ibeauteous Feet, and after hav- 
ing teſtified to her my Love and Gratitude, ſent 
immediately for a Scrivener, to draw the Mar- 
riage-Articles. This done, I went directly to Ra- 
metzi's Eccleſiaſtic, and preſenting Luſmette to 
him, begged his Aſſiſtance towards getting the 
uſual * Formalities diſpenſed with; which the 
friendly Prieſt did, in ſuch an obliging Manner, 
that in three Days I was on the Point of being 
happy. . 

I would not proceed any farther without pay- 
ing my. Father and Mother the Compliment of 
aſking them their Conſent ; they granted it with 
great Readineſs, and gave my dear Luſinette a 
Thouſand Teſtimonies of the Joy they took in ſo 
charming an Acquiſition. My Siſter, eſpecially, . 
who, ſince her being dreſſed in a genteel Man- 
ner, had a very graceful Air, congratulated me 
on my approaching Nuptials, with an Earneſtneſs 
that ſenſibly affected me. How happy are you, 
my Brother, faid ſhe; you are going to be uni- 
ted to one who is dear to you; I am in Raptures 
at it | She repeated this ſo often, that, at laſt, I 
recollected my having promiſed her to make a 
good Uſe of the Confidence ſhe had repoſed in 
me. I ſqueezed her by the Hand, therefore, and 
ſending for her Sweetheart a little after, preſented. 
him to my Father, begging him to ſuffer me to 
make her happy, at the ſame Time with myſelf, 
* | | To: 


of Credit to have the Banns aſked. 
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To this he willingly conſented ; judge then the 
Joy of theſe Lovers! I ſettled on my Siſter a 
Portion of Ten Thouſand Crowns; engaged to 
be at all the Charge of the Wedding, and to ſup- 
ply her and her Huſband with all Manner of lit- 

tle Neceſſaries; inſomuch that every one was 
in perfect Ecſtaſies. : ; 

Things being in this Poſture, I thought it high 
Time to diſcover myſelf to my yet unknown Do- 
ſticks; which I did, by the Means of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtick afore-mentioned, who had hired them, 
and for whom ] ſent for that Purpoſe. Their very 
Looks pleaſed me, and ſhewed the Judgment of 
him who had choſen them. I told them, I de- 
ſigned, for the future, to live like the reſt of the 
World, and gave the neceſſary Orders for the 
proper Preparations for our double Nuptials; 
which were ſolemnized, a few Days after, in the 
Preſence of my Father and Mother, and ſeveral 
of our Family, who were invited on that Occa- 
ſion; and to whom | made confiderable Preſents, 
wherewith they returned home, extremely well 
ſatisfied. | EE | 


As for my little Brother, I put him to School, 


within a Week after our Wedding. In ſhort, I 
took all theſe dear Relations into the Houſe with 
me; where we have lived ever ſince, in a per- 
fect good Underſtanding, and the moſt conſum- 
mate Happineſs ; till it ſhall pleaſe Heaven to 


make us Partakers of thoſe inconceivable Bleſ- 
ſings, which are reſerved for ſuch as are en- 


titled thereto, 


The End of the FOURTH and LasT P ART. 
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CISISNOISIOS 


ADVERTISEMENT 
F 


* HUS ends the Original; but being 8 70 
uo what became of Monſ. Bigand, after bis 


Marriage, I wrote to the celebrated Abbot D*El—, 


at Rome, and ſent bim a Copy of my Tranſlation, 
that I might induce him to let me know bis T houghts 
thereof, as alſo, whether there ever was really 


any ſuch Perfon, as the Heroe of theſe Adventures. 


I could not have addreſſed myſelf to any one, who. 
was more capable of ſetting me right in ſuch Mat- 

ters; every body is ſenſible the Abbot D'El 
it one of the firſt-rate Literati; and has Correſpon- 
dents in all the chief Cities of the Univerſe : Ac- 
cordingly be was pleaſed to fend me the following An- 


fever, which I did not receive, till three Months 4. 


ter the Date of my Letter to bim. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


„ NOONE LOO 


LETTER of the Abbot DEI —, 


to the Chevalier De Movny, 


1 Am greatly obliged to you, Sir, for the Co- 
py wherewith you favoured me, of Monſ. Bi- 


gand's Adventures: I peruſed it with ſingular Plea- 


ſure; I could have wiſhed, however, you had 
followed the Original more cloſe ; you ſeem to me 


to be a great Lover of Licenſe, and no Friend to 


moralizing ; in effect, it is impoſſible to be more 
ſurpriſed, than 1 have been at the numerous and 
large Caſtrations you have made therein; and 1 
take the Liberty to adviſe you, when you proceed 
to a ſecond Impreſſion, to reſtore them all, and 


let the Whole appear in the Form which it ought 


to be. A Tranſlator has not the fame Liberty, 
as a Dramatick Author, to adapt the Manners of 
his Heroes to the Taſte of the Age wherein he 
lives; on the contrary, a Verſion reſembles the 
Copy of a Picture, in which every minute Touch 
is to be imitated; at leaſt, this is my Opinion. 

I did not anſwer your's ſooner, becauſe I wait- 
ed for ſome Information as to the Particulars 


whereof you deſired to be apprized ; and the Ac- 


count I have received is as follows: Charles Bi- 
gand, born at Venice, deparied this Lite, in the 


ſame City, aged eighty-one, at the Houſe of 


Rametzi, a famous Chemiſt, who ſurvived him; 


Likinda lived but four Years after her Marriage ; 
os | and 
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And Lu ette, after her Huſband's Deceaſe, found. 
1 a Nunnery, wherein ſhe ended her Days with 
1 Reputation of a Saint. | 
Other Accounts add, that Charles Bigand, 
aving applied himſelf to polite Literature, made 
2 conſiderable Progreſs therein; and that ſeveral 
of his Pieces are ſtill preſerved, which are worth 


of being nn down to the lateſt Poſ- 
terity. 


E 
- 


The Abbot DE q 


Roz, May 18. 


